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STAKES in Relig OY paſs with 
many for matters of ſmall im 

portanee, becauſe they are ſuppoſed — 
have little or no connection with our 
DOR or future happiness. e 
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The, following. pages; direAily, oppoſe 
this tenet, now become extremely popu- 
lar, by a winning appearance of den 
and free enquiry, vrhich its den never 
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To expoſe, therefore}? the TY ite "y 
ceit, © that men are in no danger of de- 
ſtruction from embracing falſe doctrine,“ 
is become needful, and will ſerve. "as: a 
Introdudtion to this! hy? wog 
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Were the conceit then true, that Mit. | 
* takes in Religion are matters of ſmall 
importance, it muſt be tri ealſo, that a well- 
informed judgment would be of no more 
vie (nts: PG i Acpeptance with 
God, than one blinded by the ſpirit of error. 
Good principles and bad muſt no longer 

influange the mind according to f 

ngtune. * 8 could loſe their 
nahes. Igneranee would ſtand upon a 
level ;with knowledge, and falſe concep- 
tions of Gop, with thoſe. which, are juſt : 
for no preference can be due to one above 
other; if the Practical infſucnce of 
Both © tHe fare. S090 FOt 
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on every man's Own 1 ons truth, 
not on 1 bis written v word? ,... i th 


A®" 6onteit* ſo pernicibüs, all they" 
ſure muſt conttatlict the judgment t and* 


praftice” of 'Cx#19 7 afid his Apontes. 
Accerdingly we fifid, they ate abſclute in 
requiring ment to rebeie Lebe chk 25 . 


taught, as neckſſary to ſalbation. 

<"/cept ye belieye that I am Tie, 
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* Preach the Goſpel to every creature. 
He that believeth and is baptized, ſhall 
« be faved: He that belieyeth not, ſhall 
« be damned. The practice of the Apoſ- 
tles was founded upon this deciſiye tone 


of their divine Maſter. Hence, when 


certain teachers at Philippe deviated from 


the faith, St Paul calls them dogs, to ex- 
cite univerſal deteſtation of their errors, 
and charges the church to beware of 


n He commands the churches of 


Galatia to look upon thoſe as accurſed,. 
who' preached : any other Goſpel to them, 
than that they had heard from his mouth. 


And he places hereſies f in the ſame dread- 
ful predicament with adultery, as a Work 


of the fleſh. st Peter, perfectly harmo- 


nizing with his brother Apoſtle, expreſſes, 
himſelf 1 in as ſtrong. terms on this head. 
© "There ſhall be falſe teachers, he ſays, 


« among you, who privily ſhall bring, in 


„ damnable herefies, denying the Loop 
that bought them, and bring upon 


5 themfelyes ſwift, deſtruction.” r 
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st Fobn commands foes fairhful, not: to 
receive into their houſes any teacher who 


ſhould bring with him any other doc- 
trine, than he had taught them himſelf; 


charging them, * not. to bid ſuch a one 


Gop ſpeed; leſt by ſo doing, they ſhould 
&« become partakers,” not of his He 


Ne bat cc of his evil deeds,” 29} —— 


It is evident 12 175 thee. TM ( 4 


few of many which might be. alledged) 


| that, 'CurIsT. and his Apoſtles were 20 
tremely jealous to preſerye the 'dodtrine 


they taught uncorrupted, as a matter of 


the laſt 3 importance. No art can recon- 
cile their declarations, warnings, and 
commands, to the conceit, that Miſtakes 
in Religion have little connexion With | 


our preſent of, future happineſs. Nor is 


it poſſible to reverence their judgment and | 
dent, unleſs . 
we regard theſe! declarations, warnings 8 
15 and Arge as decifive, that falſe doc- 


practice as an infallible pr 
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our Maker. 
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of Cuxisr and his Apoſtles, will juſtify 


every well-meant attempt to probe the 


e e eee of Miftakes' in Reli gion, 
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Every „ this. Work, is 
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fairly deducible, 1 apprehend, from the 
Prophecy of Zacharias © a part of ſcripture 


| highly. deſerving. Peculiar” attention; be- 


cauſe it certainly contains that very fy ſtem 
af divinity, which the Baptiſt, from bis 


4 tendereſt years, was taught to believe: 
far it is againſt all reaſon to ſuppoſe the 


father would ever inſtil any other doc- 
trine into the mind of his child, than 


what he publiſhed to the people himſelf, 
| er full of the holy Ghoſt. 
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This! Prophecy I call a * of Diu, 
nity, becauſe. it contains ſcveral articles 
of religion, which, like the foundation 


the 
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the neareſt * and muſt dung or or 
fall i gabe. 521K 919 110 1 l wry. le * 


| Zacharias for 12 1 1 hat 
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our kelkue. In the Words of "the Pro- 
phecy, - the] ern of Salvation” iſeck U 


to viſit and redeem us, muſt be't e on 


| Himſelf, "And when, our guilt and out 

pollutions are ſo great, What pi ralpire 
men, "intimidated on this account, with 
full confidence in the Horn of Salyatfon'? 


Nothing leſs than the Promiſe; Coveflant, 
and Oath of Gon, that ſuch truſt: galt be 
crowned; with final conqueſt; oven every 
oe; or, in the words of Zachariss,. that 
t the people of Gop being delivered out 
of the hands of their enemies, Mall 
+, ſerye. Him without fear, in holineſs 


and righteouſneſs! 0 80 Hig, MM . 6 
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"Fu cher; * hence, that this 


plan of ſalvation provided for fallen man; 


— and diſplaying every perfection of Gon in 
the higheſt degree, well deſerves to be the 
pres ſubject of all prophecy, as the 
know edge of it is the appointed means 

- of promoting | holinels and peace amongſt 

men in every. age, Zacharias exprels ly 

affirms. theſe. ſeveral truths, which ſtand 
inſeparably e connected together. 80 that 
without any force of interpretation, or 
| human comment, we find the chief ar- 
_ ticles of the Chriſtian faith in theſe dic- 


tates of the holy 5 Pe by the 


inne un 


Baptiſf' s father. e 
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Several religious mitte beſides thoſe 
expoſed: in this Eſſay, might have been 
juſtly deduced; I am very ſenfible, from 
this diſtinguiſhed part of erin; But 
thoſe ſelected, had the preference, from 
long obſervation of their bad effects, in 
the courſe of more than twenty years at- 
tendance on the buſineſs of my profeſſion, 


- binſt in Landon, and its near neighbourhood, 
afterwards 
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| art are allowed to have know 


Ts © 
afterwards in the large and very. pales | 
lous Pariſh of Huddersfield. in urige avs 


g "Regular. ris medica 
e in t 

nature and c cure of bodily diſeaſes, from 
ſeeing much of both: Can it be ju 
deny to ſpiritual phyſicians Fn, 2 
advantage reſpecting diſeaſes of the 
foul, when their appointment is only to 
ſtudy its welfare? Strange indeed ! if 
much thought, joined to mucli converſa- 


tion on the grand ſubject of Religion, 
| with young and old, rich and poor, ig- 


4 wary all Who are deſirous of knowing, 


norant and learned, devout and profane, 
ſhould not give ſufficient opportunity ot 


diſcovering with certainty what are the 
| principal miſtakes which defeat 5 end 


des our inſtructions! 10 
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Much intercourſe in this way, ae 


what / miſtakes, ſome. fall into by being 
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cwiſe in their own eyes; what ſootheothers 


&X Tease life into a fatal ſecurity — 


what 
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what fill Youthful minds with prejudic 
even againſt the Prince of peace; Mora» 


liſts. with contempt of Him; Forma- 


ö fits with obſtinate confidence in their 


blind *devotions, and Antinomians with 
the moſt deteſtable preſumption. | 1 Te 


Ah Gets a ſalutary dread of ſach per- 


nicious errors, is the deſign of this Work. 


And very Few miſtakes ſtand here expoſed, 
but ſuch as all (earneſt. Chriſtians, « who 


- = - aſcribe their hole ſalxation to the & FACE 


_ of Gov, and "the. redemption. that is in 


4 — will agree are pexnicigus; yet 1 
never met with a treatiſe e 40= a 


___ n of them. 10110 
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* ould. 20g, perſon. of religious ſenti- 
ments directly oppoſite to thoſe main- 
tained in this Eſſay, think it worth his 
while to remark from the preſs, on what 
be may call my on groſs prejudices, 


it is proper he ſhould know, that I ſhall 


gladly retract ariy: miſtake I may have 


fallen into, with due gratitude to my 


Jake ' .*-* earrector, 


b 
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Ti 1 1 
corrector, but intend no wply in viadic 
cation: of my principles: becauſe H 4 
hook cannot defend welt. to the Public; 
it will be in vain for the authar to attempt 


pr W 
- 


doing it. Beſides, how very rare is a2 


controyerſy in which either xeſpondent 


or Opponent keep from impertinent ob- 


ſervnations, diſdainful irony, mean provias 
rieation, and enen perſonat abu? 80 
that nothing can ne to 
| thoſe ho loye peace, or more habreful 
to the cauſe of Guster; than diſputes in 
divinity, 88 arge rn ee 
n paraſop.: 125 f Benn 
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ſpirit "o ns, ; their Ge. Pha 
being to prove the baneful influence of 
notions contrary to the doftrine believed 


by the univerſal church in every age, 
This indeed is often done with ſome 


warmth | againſt the miſtake, not the 


perſon whom it deceivęs. And thoſet 


CY XV 
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1115 are ready, to take offene gt ſuch | 


250! - warmth, 


_Þþþ ** 
warmth, ſeem to forget, that — and 
their princrples are very different things, 
which ought: by no means to be con- 
founded together. Every ſentiment of 
compaſſion and love is due to their per- 
ſons, who even © trample under foot the 
blood of the Son. of Gop, but deteſ- 
tation is no leſs due to their errors. Wete 
there no power of thus ſeparating abhor- 
rence of fatal miſtakes, from ill- will to⸗ 
wards thoſe who hold them, then the beſt 
Chriſtians muſt be deemed moſt unchari. 
table, at the inſtant they prayed for their 
murderers with all the ardor a tender 
mother would aſk. the life of her child. 
Since at that very inſtant, the martyrs 
declared in the moſt affecting manner, 
that the miſtakes of their perſecutors were 
abſolutely fatal ; | becauſe they ſuffered. 
death itſelf, Tooner than giye the aſt ; 
countenance to them. * e Hanks” 
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1 Indeed love to Go aud men n ene 5 
that errors of a pernicious nature, ſhould 
* 11 aig ks with warmth both 
n | from 


from the ſpl and pre for the more 


earneſtly concluſive arguments are urged, 


the more deeply will the cauſe we plead 


be impreſſed. Another objection may be 


made to this, with all works of a ſerious 
nature: It may be ſaid to give 'a melan- 


choly picture of the ſtate of mankind, 


who are living in general under the power 


of fatal miſtakes. But has not the general 
ſtate of mankind, in every age, been a 


moſt afflicting conſideration to every 


moughtful and benevelent Chriſtian ? 
Can you believe there is a Gob who 
nn in the earth, who is of purer 
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<eyes than to behold iniquity ;” or that 


they only © who have done good ſhall come 
er forth' to the reſurrection of life“ and 
ſee! the general ſtate of mankind in 2 
pleaſing light? Next to their o- ã” of- 
fences and depravity, nothing has ever ſo 


much imbittered this world to the greateſt | 


lovers of the human ſpecies, as ſeeing 


the headlong purſuits in which the mul- 
ee W death, eternal death! 
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their behalf, who have feproached tliem 
at the ſame time for their unellaritable- 
| neſs * 
; they. gone throught before they could 


Gon, how re — 
Cunis r, ppured- Butji- bedauſe- wes! ts 
« contentious, ant obgyonet the truth, but 
obey-untighteouſne(s” What: fervent in- 
Werften Ah ave-jthey not offered - up I 
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hat hard anddong- ſtroggles have 


16. from quarreling with the detemi- 
ations-of infiaite-wikdbm, out of be to 
eir periſhing fellow: creatures Þ How. 7, 


would "they with, were it Jawful; (which: 
they 


know. it is notz that. every individual, 
whatever; he has-been- ondohe here, mi 


. eſcape the ;wrath{to-come. - Om the con- 


traxy, the purity of Gom the honor of his! 
law, ihe end of his government, the trutli 
of his. wond, the intereſt of his upright 


creatures for ever exclude. all: hope of: 


bappineſs from. them-* who love darkneſs! 


rather than light; and, in the language of 


Taiah,, ©. hold faſt a lie in their right 


2 band. And in this caſe, what does 


good-will 


- . 


1 ] 
 good-will to men. or faithfulneſs to G 
demand from us? Surehy not — 7 
f impunity 9 the Unbelieving ani dis- 
bedient. Nay but to alarm them (i paſſe + 
ble,) hy proving. thato neither numbeog { 
( 


nor faiion, nur preſumꝑtian, camdeſtrey 
the eternal connection there is in the na: 
ture of things between unhelieſ and mi- 
ſery, hella and incorrigiblel! wickedneſs. 5 
In no other way, can eſfactual 
_ ta-wide-fpread: ĩmmonality and euro be 
made becauſe the greater neceſſiuy there 
is from the prevalente df choth: tos adift 
on ew r font Yue, doubtghy the more me- 


* AO * 2 


mankind _— | 


15 nothing fo be Ker — the 
grave, ler men think, ſpeak, ant . 

they pleaſe? No longer then aſcribe 3 8 
Sop the perfections of his nature, or 

| profeſs. belief of a Reſurrection, both of 
the juſt and the unjuſt. But if men can 
Fe BY. . throu h CHRIST,” . in the 


way 
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we 1 
y of faith and obedierice; then 

benevolence muff be inſeparable from 
earneſt contention for Chriſtian faith and 
practice - :muſt: animate us openly to op- 
poſe every deviation from either, as full 
of danger; and engage us to join with 
intrepid zeal for the doctrine and precepts 
of Curasn, fervent prayer to Him, who 
< openeth/ the eyes of the blind, and 
bringeth [priſoners out of their priſon,” 
that all vcho err: may be led into the way 
of truth, and knowledge * to . 
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E en of propliecy, one pecular = 
YG glory of the Jewiſh church, ' w as en- 

1 tirely withdrawn for ſome ages betete , 
our Seriöur'3 birth. It ceaſed with M, 
who cloſed the canon of ancient ſcripture, and 

was not again vouchſafed for mote than three - ' 
hundred years. Judge then, what 4 ſubjeck | 
of diſeourſe, ſurprizeand'joy, it " mit have been 5 
among the true Iſraelites, when it was public- 


ly known, that Gop had once more raiſed up 


2 
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beliet is puniſhed upon the ſpot. Inn 


*© prophet amongſt 15. pets 22 
rias, a prieſt long diſtinguiſhed for piety, and 
excellency of life, was become, by miracle, a 
parent in his old age, his wife being old alſo, 
and full of the holy Ghoſt, proclaimed the ap- 
proaching appearance of the Meſſiah. 


Joch was the ſtriking prelude; bine Ao | 
prepare the Jews for the reception of CHRIs r, 
who by ſigns and wonders from his birth, was 
powerfully proved to be ge Lon. 
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Yet Zacharias, 1 as rs was, « walk- 


ing in all the commandments and ordinances or 
Gop blameleſs,” greatly offends on this occa- 


ſion. For though affured by an angel, that 
he ſhould embrace a ſon of his oun, de could 


not believe the marvellous promiſe. His un- 


he loſes his ſpeech and his hearing, and i 
off from all ſweet, intercourſe: with. his il | 


all the very fact, which he deemed incredible, 


came. to paſs. Nine hole months he remain- 
ed: a moſt affecting ſp. e % monument of 


— the ſin, of doubting divine declarations, which! 


we are bound to to honqur, hy 3 
rent impoffibilities to be no 


Fe of, Gon s purpoſes: 1 abo v4 
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But what are the chief of ſaints before ſud- 
aun and violent temptations? How lament- 
ably do they 'diſcgver;(no leſs tllan others, the 
power of corrupt nature, and ſtain their cha- 
racters which appeared almoſt without a ſpot 
before! This teaches: us, that the beſt have 


ever need to pray lead us not into temp 


tation. * Otherwile, if kefe to ourſelves, mo 


— Like Zasburgen White Cole came 
from heaven to affure him he ſhould be che 
father ef one of the moſt excellent ef the pro- 
phers,) we ſhall fall into ne ** _ 
the diſpleaſurs ef Go. e 


wha n when, the Maſtrions- 3 was 
brought to be circumciſed, his father's mouth 
was opened, his tongue was looſed, and, full 


vera Ghoſt, Mk aa . 


; 1 15 15 2 A 
_ $ Ct 1 J * Lo 


1 Ws 3b i, 63. 


Nn e. the Wend Wag of ouch for be bt | 


ITT M4 Mans 1 ; 


5 redeem, fignifies te purchaſe the deli 


eee enen eee 


verance of daptiveg, by paying down af fan- 
ſommprice, through which alone they: obtain 


their liberty. None, therefore, but 'the 
ee Wes . wretched 
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wretched and enſlaved, as common ſenſe 
teaches, can need this mercy. Since the: Iſo 
rael of Goo chen are viſited, arte e * 
ſerjble: condition. The word of Wan e 
and univerſal experience proves they are ſo, 
till N al receive the Denſe of recEmpron:”' Y 


. this bleſſed * * eliverntce, in- 
Pa felfiſnneſs, and enmity againſt the truth 
and government of God, poſſeſſes them. Sen- 
ſuality, pride, impatience, anger, hatred, ma- 
lice, and hypocriſy, by turns, (as temptations 
occur, ) are manifeſted, in their tempers and 


conduct; making them often a burden to 


themſelves, miſchievous to e ö and ahbays 
W to Gov. | wo, 99,97 eee 
in Dane 4H 

This 8 ee * Hick ſtate, Tak 
low, i is frequently coloured over with fair ap- 
pearances of good humor, honor, ſocial vir- 
tue, and the exterior of religion; ſufficient to 


ſootheſelf-love, and deceive pectators, no bet- 


ter than ourſelves: yet the infallible Judge 
pronounces, that we are by nature children 
of wrath,” Eph. ii. 3. and have in us a \Car- 
nal mind which 1 ls Ay againſt! Gon, NM Rom. a 


viii. 7 * ID N * * | 0 1 * 


| Compared | 


E : 
Compared with this natural character of 
man; the unfearchable riches es of grace ſhine to 
the higheſt advantage. For, inſtead of de- 
ſtroying his people, when in a ſtate ſo guilty, 
ſo deteſtable, the LorD Gop hath vilited and ! ©, 
redeemed them. 55 0 | 


—” 


0 i 0 
* . * * * f * 
1 i ; L 1 p 
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On the UF ors of FI RON man 's ; native | 
. innocent. "= 


T Hls doctrine, taught by PRESS. proves 

their error who conclude men are born 
innocent and good, as Adam was created. Such = 
a ſuppoſition impeaches the prophets, apoſtles, 
and CHRIST himſelf, as flanderers of mankind, 
and blaſphemers of Gop. For they unani- 
mouſly aſſert the ruin of us all, as a race of v4 
ſinners by birth. Upon this melancholy truth, _ 
they found the abſolute neceſſity of redemp- . + 
tion; which indeed muſt fink into nothing but 
a very violent and abſurd metaphor, if we are F 
not in a fallen, loſt condition. For what ab. 2 
ſurdity could be groſſer, than to affirm, that . 


* 51 5 B . Men 


16 } 
men naturally upright, in peace with God, 
fully poſſeſſed of power fo to continue, or te 
recover themſelves if they did ſin, were yet 
viſited in ſuch a ſtate, and redeemed from it? 


Beſides, you can no ſooner embrace this de- 
luſion, that man is not fallen, and loſt, than 
you will take offence at the name of a Re- 
deemer. You will grow jealous of the high 


.. Honors conſtantly paid to him, and inſtead of 


U—ͤ—ͤ—ũ— ,n 


2 
. 
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being thankful for his explaining more clearly 
the nature of religion, and revealing a future 
ſtate, which you allow he has done, you will 
feel a diſpoſition to quarrel continually with 
him, and his apoſtles, for ſpeaking in the 
manner they do of his ever-bleſſed eee his 
glorious work: and falvarion. 


Qbferjo fnher; the faral-olie@-of hir mii 
take, Inſtead of being animated with love to 


| bs D, and his ſervice, by ineſtimable benefits 
vouchſafed already to a creature vile and ſin- 
. . ful; you can receive nothing better from Gop 


on this ſide the grave, than a ſet of moral rulas, 


with a declaration that the due obſervance of 


them may poſſibly be rewarded in another 
world, whilſt much more probably your vio- 
lation of them muy Ne your ſoul. Inthis 

view 


TS 
view of what certain bleſſing is there ? 
mm Oe #4 afro it 4 | 


How much more b e mt ee 
is the doctrine which Zacharias, with. all the 
_ inſpired writers, teaches ! _ The Redemption 
of ſinners by the LoD Gop, from a ſtate 
equally, infamous and miſerable — which chal- 
lenges the moſt devout and thankful accept- 
ance, as the chief of all the mercies of Gp; 
that every believer in IE Sus, whilſt he obeys 
and adores his precepts, as an infallible pro- 
phet, might triumph alſo in the greatneſs of 
his n as a complete Redeemer. 2 
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CHAP. III. 


* f. 


o, the Redemption of the cure. 


Ta Ru of 4B are all thoſe, 1 0 
the Father gave to CHRIST — a multi- 
tude out of every nation, and kindred, and 
people, and tongue — in number as the ſand 
upon the feaſts.” T hey are diftinguiſhed. by 
4 90 B 4 this 


Wo — 


— 
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this title of higheſt honor, on account of Gop's 


ſpecial favour towards them, their devotedneſs 
to his ſervice, and love of his truth. All theſe 


were redeemed by the blood, and made righ- | 


tegus by the obedience of CHRIST. When 
he expired on the croſs, he delivered them from 
the wrath to come—He bruifed the ſerpent's 
head — He made ſure, in the way of holineſs, 
the ſalvation of my member of his is myſtical 
dine the church. 5 


Abe Wing 5 in their mk | 
obvious ſenſe, eſtabliſh this glorious truth. 
<« By the one offering of himſelf,” this man 


cc (Cunis r) for ever perfected them that are . 


« fſanctified, Heb, 1x, that is, ſeparated by 
the choice of Go, and conſecrated. to his ſer- 
vice. „ This man, after he had offered one 
ce ſacrifice for ſin, ſat down on the right 
«hand of Gop, from henceforth expecting 
e till his enemies become his footſtool.“ In 
grateful remembrance of this compleat re- 
demption, the church is repreſented as breaking 


forth into the following joyful ſtrains, —< We 
have a ſtrong city, falvation will Gop ap- 
point for walls and bulwarks.“ The mi- 
niſters of CHRISHarè charged to animate the 


Fabfu 1 aur midſt Df, all their ſufferings, 
with 


a 


no 
witir words which breathe nothing but'aſlur: 


ance of victory — . Comfort ye, comfort ye 
«© my people, faith: your Gov. Speak ye 


<« comfortably to Feruſalem, ſay unto her, her 


*< iniquity is pardoned — her warfare is ac- 
“ compliſhed — ſhe' hath received of the 
„ LORD'S _— double * all her 1 — 


x ”e "5a Fs ZIP f 11 35 7 * 


Ft 


i fo WY a manner, inch A a . 


Gov " d 24 FU viſited, W 8 me his 2 
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fancy the excellency of the g goſpel conſiſts in 
aſcertaining a future ſtate of rewards and pu- 
niſhments, and promiſing the aids of grace to 


ſucceed our good endeavours. Did the goſ- 
pel contain 20 mers than this, it muſt ſtill 


prove inſufficient to make obedience to the 


precepts of Cur1sT either delightful, or prac 


ticable. Becauſe, from our very conſtitution, 
Ve all pant after preſent gratifications, and are 
ſeduced to depart from our duty by the pro- 
ſpect of preſent pleaſures — which if religion 
will not afford, we ſhall continue to deſpiſe it, 


however it may be our future intereſt not to 
do ſo- We ſhall delay giving up ourſelves to 
15 ; 7 5 5 | 1 i ; the 


„ 


—— if 


L 
the ſervice of the Lond, till a time of ſickneſs 
or old age, whilſt we conclude ſo much more 
may be enjoyed from forbidden pleaſures at 
/ preſent, than we ſhall receive from obedience. 
This is, in fact, the grand prejudice againſt 
religion in the hearts of the young and lively, 
the proſperous and noble. A prejudice in- 
furmountable, ſo long as religion is repreſent- 
ed to them, principally as precept on Go p's 
part, and obedience on ours promiſing no 
higher: joy to us here, than ſelf- applauſe for 
5 having done well, and hope on that ground, 
{ _— as it is, of being finally happy 1 in hea- 
! For what in their eyes who pant for 
Poets; Joy, is all this, compared with brilliant 
aſſemblies, and ſenſual delights, or the great 
_ privileges of wealth, power, and titles? Do 
net theſe things notoriouſly captivate men of 
all ranks and ages, till they find in religion an 
immediate ſpring of better gratifieation? But 
this cannot be confeiouſneſs of our own vir- 
ttues, becauſe in the beſt, their virtues bear no 
Proportion to their faults, as all know who 
are not blinded with pride. | Neither'can it 
tbe in che ex pectation of happineſs beyond the 
grave, becauſe our fears will be ſtronger than 
age po t are e 1 eee and 


* * 
* 1 * 
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| tw 1 
Joy, 15 chan primitive Me wren, * be- 


jr OF. therefore, wolk 88 2 | 


to an high, degree at preſent beneficial, is 
needful ; the poſſeſſion of which, will at once 
extinguiſh. all eager deſire of forbidden joys, 
by affording better itſelf. Exactly ſuch. an 
object is the L- not conſidered as a law- 
giver, but as 4 a friend and father — as empty: 
ing himſelf of his original glory, and becom- 
ing poor, that we through his poverty might 
be made rich for ever — dying for us on the 


eternal throne, giving to his faithful people 
aſſurance of perfect happineſs with himſelf in 
heaven, — Here is enough to make us exult. 

— Beauty in the object ſurpaſſing all the eys 
ever ſay. — benefits flowing from it in never- 
ceaſing ſtreams, above all the ear ever heard 
and delight in the increaſing knowledge of 


both, n all | rata man dee 
Water eres Atl 0 len 


io fuck an obied; the 88 ESP 
hi mſelf: and his apoſtles afterwards in this 
light ſet forth his glory. Witneſs his-own de- 
elaration to one of the vileſt of women, which 
had 


eroſs, and now reigning omnipotent on his 


a 


— 


7 
* 


x1 * 


r — EFT. * Y q „ 9 
1 x Tg oor Le DUCE THY (OE WI 2 - 
* 3 wo * ER © * 3 l en 2 5 * - FE 
: f GUS: $555 12 723 


— m 


NE io dt ES 
— eo 


- — — —— D— — 
2 rr . . . — 
2 '% = * d * * c * * £ 
8 j : 
of 


— — 


> Ronny — "Ora 4 457 26. — 


— 
— _—_ — 


2 1 * — 3 — * 
— ERC IEICE : : — — — —— — — 313 —— ge þ 
—— TE OTE — * n — > , —— - we er de TISS.:  SS — * 
— - — — * — * E — 3 8 — — = 
— — — — — 22 NT — * — - OG oe” 4 > >" o dt 4 125 "> _—__ 
— — a — 44 2 ed 06A * 8 2 — 2 — * r . —— 24 2 
P __ 
aq FA *. — WO LEONE 
n OE r x. — a 0 N . ; * > 9 - ” — 2 2 * a MD, rn 
* - * * < 
c o 1 - a l 
6 7 
\ 1 
\ 


\ gs. 
— 1 


— - 22 
PPP 
— — — - 
— QA ar areas 
» 


4/81. | 
kad inſtantly ſuch an effect upon her, that ſhe 


commended him to the whole city, after ſhe 


had believed in him herſelf. Jz$vs faid 
% unto her, He that drinketh of the water 
<« that I ſhall give him, ſhall never thirſt ; 


< but the water which I ſhall give him, ſhall 


« be in him a well of water, ſpringing up in- 


c to cverlacting life,” Jobn iv. 14. On ano- 


ther occaſion, when the Jews were going to 


ſtone him, enraged at his making himſelf equal 
with God, behold, he aſſerts with a double 


aſſeveration, the preſent and eternal benefits 
inſeparable from true faith in his name. Ve- 
4 rily, verily I ſay unto you, he that heareth 
c my word, and believeth on him that ſent 
me, hath everlaſting life, and ſhall not come 
e into condemnation, but is paſſed from death 


«c to o life,” Fobn v. 24. Paul Peter and 2 9 


*.. 


of God to be thus pertect To the chriſtians 
at Corinth the great apoſtle writes, and tells 
them, „All things are yours, whether the 


world, or life, or death, things preſent, or 
things to come, all 25 yours, and ye are 
4 Chnisr's, and Cuxlsr is Gop' 8,5 1 Cor. 
il. 0 teaching the very ſame 
doctrine, repreſents the new birth, a8 infal- 


& 1-5 


#4 He ö „ I af "libly 


{- 3 Þ 
libly connected with everlaſting ſalvation, 


1 Peter i. And St Jobm affirms it when he 
ſays, „ Behold, now are we the ſons of Gop; 


and it does not yet appear what We ſhall be, 
, but aue know that when He ſhall appear, we 
„ ſhall be like 2 for we 2 ſee him as 
he is,“ e sist bas covit m0 


** > 44 $345 


Suech a compleat. * of a crea- 
tures, is a work in mercy and in grandeur 
worthy. of Go D a gift engaging the heart, 
from gratitude and, admiration, to rejoice in 
pay ing obedience to him — a gift enabli ng 
every pofſeſſor of it, to challenge the whole 
world to produce an equal good ſo far from 
leaving its poſſeſſor to envy. the forbidden 
pleaſures of: the licentiqus, chat i it conſtrains. 
him to with for their preſent happineſs — that. 


it might pleaſe « Gop,.they ſhquld become . 


takers of the nobler delight, which ſprings up. 
in his own heart, ce che knowhedgs,c of re- 


demprian, , "i Joy 33 1 3 
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Iris evidently t then a miſtake, 0% dangerous. 
conſequence, to ſuppoſe. that rules for moral 
practice, or the revelation of a future ſtate of 


rewards and puniſhments, conſtitute the prin- 


cipat Excellency of the goſpel — becauſe the 
obſerv- 
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obſervance of theſe, rules, which is to be - 
warded, cannot be accompliſhed without me 


previous manifeſtation of the love ef GOD. 


great enough to allure and eaptivate: for men 
muſt be won. by love, not by terror. But 
commands to ſacrifice our deareſt luſts, to late 
our own lives, and forſake all; under the hea- 


vieſt penalties, do not make us love the ſove- 
teign power, WHich dictates in tllis manfer. 
And to tell us we are only in à ſtate of pro- 


bation, Where all depends upon ourſelves; has 
no tendency to inſpire unreferved condeiice 
in the LORD 6ur God ;''or to fake us'wor- 


Thip him with alacrity, ſing of him, and praiſe 
His name. This can be produced * only by 
the diſcovery of his abundant mercy, 0 the 


imſearchable riches of His grace towards tis 


in our firſt and natural tate, which riaRës our 


redemption” ever appear marvellous in out 


f 
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3 


ches. We love him, becauſe he firft loved 
us, and ſent his own Son to be the Propitia- 
« tion for our ſins.” This is the chriſtian's 
vaſt obligation to gratitude — this is the cord 


which- binds his heart, - devotethehs to his 
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HE 3 bot ikea IM that Y 
_*® the eternal redemption of the people of [ 
Gos, was Gbtaineck by tlie Hife and-death of / 0 
Cinmer — HE purchaſed che church with His 
own blood. So that the heaverily inheritance 
is as {ure to be enjoyed in due time, by; every © 
one of. his members, as if they were already I 
enthroned | in glory. Yet the way leading 4 
this final conſummation. of. all the deſigns of 1 
G op 8 loxe towards them, i 1s every ep. thro? 
an enemy's; country, who are always attacking 
us — whom we muſt reſiſt and conquer, or 


% = 
j : 4 1 181 ＋ꝓʒ2—æ—w) é 0 . 4 24 A * 1 3 Anne 


ng Leſt, . the N demiod number, and 
fubriley of our foes, rendered 1 more dreadful 
by the advantage which they too often g gain, 
ſhould make the chriſtian armies deſpair, 12 
Zacharias, after celebrating the Redemption 
of the church, immediately diſplays, the al- 
mighty power, ever exerted i in their defence. 
« And 


- 
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6 
— And has raiſed up an horn of root 
<« for us, in the houſe of Rid ſervant David. 


. F k } 


The horn 'of an animal, is its weapon for 


defence and vengeance — its ornament and 


beauty too. It is uſed therefore in the pro⸗ 
phetic ſtile, to denote the power of the ffrong- 
eſt Empires. — In the ſame ſenſe we are to 


underſtand it here. By this image the ex- 


ceeding greatneſs 5 of the Redeemer's ſtrength; 
and the never-ceaſing-exertion of -it in debalk 


of his church, are ſignified. 1 7 25 I 


Ly 3 


This horn of ſalvation, being the ſole pre- 
ſervation of the ſaints in CHRIST, "muſt cer- 
cainly be the glory of the Bible — muſt ap- 
pear to the eye of every intelligent reader, 
the grandeſt part of the whole, and he exalted | 
fm firſt to laſt in that bleſſed volume. | 


Gs 1 e 


Zaharias as it is s ſo; — for when 60 
<« raiſed up an horn of ſalvation, in the houſe 
« of his ſervant David, of whoſe ſeed 
Cunlsr came according to the fleſh, this event. 
was in conſequence. of frequent predictions ;, ö 

— * As he ſpake by the mouth of his holy 
0 « prophets, which have been her fe. world 


4 * | 5 = | 


* 
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What an honor is We put upon theſe 1 Wit⸗ 
neſſes! *" they were men of diinguilhed fanc- 
tity! in the judgment of their God. They 
publiſhed not the product of their o inven- 
tion, or private judgment, but the dictates of 
 Janovan,' to give us the trueſt conceptions 
of his counſels, Which we are capable of at- 
W in our preſent ſtate. For the pro- 

pbecy came not in old time, by che will of 
on man, but holy men of Gov. ſpake as they 
* were [NO 1 the . Spe has 2 ge 
i. 27. | 


Theis r ys becks Mes * 
in a long ſeries of more than two thouſand 
years, ſpoke with one mouth. They delivered 
an uniform teſtimony concerning the ſame 
grand Perſonage; gradually unfolding his 
glories, till he appeared himſelf ow earth, the 
Irving nn, Bra cos in os 9 0 8 
OO fm ny e 

For hs buſineſs « od 4 e was not 
with to mark with authority, as meſſengers 


from the Lozp of hoſts, the path of obedience 


and ſafety, of rebellion and ruin — not only 
to comfort with divine promiſes the afflicted 


church, and in the name of the Lord de- 
C nounce 
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nounce . upon the wicked; another 
moſt important matter was in their commiſſion 

— for the mon of Ix s s is the ſpirit 
1 « of - prophecy,” Rey; xix. 10. They were 
inſpired to delineate him, chat upon his ap- 
pearance, all that underſtood their writings, 
might cry out with, the Baptiſt, Behold: 
<« the Lamb of Gon, which taketh away the 
* fin of the world! might welcome his ad- 
vent with the joyful acknowledgmenmt—<Lo! 
« this is our Gon; we have waited. for him, 
and he will ſave us :—this is the Eorp (of 
« whom Moſes and all the prophets. ſpake) we 


* have waited for him; we wall be glad and 


rejoice in his falvation F That all ages of 
the world might find in them a demonſtration 


that Fes us: was the promiſed Meſſiah, and 


adore the exact accompbiſſunent of every pre 
N in che ancieni Oracles EY hun. 


A rien of ppb reſpecting che perſon 
of our Saviour, from the fall of Adam to the 


time of Malach?'s deceaſe, is at once a full 


proof of his infinite glory, and the certain 


inſpiration of * _— 2 us . wort 
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: WH 
ately after that one offence, which 


was . of us all, Go was pleaſed, be- 


fore the gates of paradiſe were ſnut upon our 
guilty parents, to promiſe with his own mouth. 
in mitigation of their diſtreſs, that . the ſeed 
+ of the woman (CHRIST) ſhould bruiſe-the 
c terpent's head,” At the diſtance of a feu 
centuries. £0, bleſſed with a viſion of his 


glory, Propheſied, ſaying — * Behold the 
«< L9&D. cometh with ten thouſand of his 


e ſaints w execute judgment.” To Abrabam, 


JzRaoy ax deſcribes him as an infinite bene- 


factor, in whom all the nations of the earth 


„ ſhould be bleſſed.? Jacob calls him by the 
name of Shiloh, "the Secret * io, Whoop 
ſhould be the gathering of the nations.” Fa- 


youred wich theſe notices of ſalvation, Iſrael 


abode j in Egypt, till Moſes, ſent to deliver them, 
eſtabliſhed, from Gop's own mouth, a, lyſtem 
of, religious rites, deſigned to teach them the 
kg. and offices of the Meſſiah for the holy 
Ghoſt expreſsly calls the Levitical ſervice, a 
figure for the time then preſent, Hab. ix g. to 
ſerve unto the example and ſhadow of. hea- 1 


| VEN things. 


er i 1s As eos lg 
It Was ae to . gur views 5 to 


Him. who Was to come in the fleſh, the great 
o 2 high- 


11 
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| high-prieſt of his church, and the Saviour: of | 


it to the uttermoſt. And to keep alive the 
ſpirit of the whole Levitical ſervice, with its 
true intent, holy prophets were from time to 
time inſpired to deſcribe the grand circum- 
ſtances approprĩated to diſtinguiſh CHRIST. 

His miraculous conception by the bleſſed vir- 
Ein << the time and place of, his birth — the 
miraeles he mould perform — the reception of 
his doctrine the treatment of his divine per- 

ſon — the circumſtances of his death, arid the 
glory which ſhould: follow from it, both to 

himſelf and his church, are all recorded with - 
amazing exactneſs. So fully did'the*goodly 
fellowſhip of the prophets * ſpeak on theſe 
things, that when the apoſtles were ſent to 
preach: Cnx1s7; and convert the world, their 


5 ſole qualification for the arduous” Work, in 


point of knowledge; was to underſtand what 
was! ſpoken concerning: pd in Maſes, the 
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This ſcripture- dockrine poke eri 


miſtakes in religion. 


The New Teſtameiit, many tell us, is ; all 


5 
* 


chat Chriſtians need to ſtucly or at leaſt ought 


to regard muebv more than the old; For what 
N | reaſon ? 


be oP Sn, 5 
ee Shy 2 
: 
- 


IT 2n5 1 
reaſon 2} Are they not ſo joined together by 
divine authority; that he who · doth not with 


equal:reverence:recewe:bbth;-cam receive nei- 


ther as the oracles of GODο Are they not 
both the dictates of IEHO Vun 44 profitable: 
« For reprook,; for cotrection; for inſtruction in 


e righteouſneſs ? The New Teſtament con- 


nually appeals to the Old. This Jas vs and: 
his Apoſtles. utged in all their diſputes witk 


the. Jews, to prove chat he was tlie MKI ST 


Thoſe rherefore who would lap aff from the 
canon of chriſtian ſcriptures, the writings' of 
Moſes and the prophets, or inſinuate they are 
af little uſe to us not, either have no good 
intentions, or know not what they do. Neg- 
lect theſe writings, and where will you find 
Gop deſcribed with ſuch pomp of majeſty; 
and ſelf-evident marks that He is drawing his 
on character? Where, thoſe high claims to 


uncontrolable dominion over the univerſe, as 


his own abſolute property and creation, re- 
peated with ſuch emphaſis? Where the doc- 
trine of a particular providence fo abundantly 
exemplified? or JxHovan's love: of righteouF- 


neſs, and hatred of iniquity, marked in ſuch 


a variety of affecting narratives, and at the 
ene time Yd en e Nr for his 
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e 
ſervants, under all their infirmities, ſo inva- 
riably manifeſted ? Where will you find the 


true character, and glory of CHRIS, exprefiedt 
in fo many charming deſeriptions of his per. 


ſon, his power, and the bleſſings of his go - 
vernment ? Several of theſe intereſting fub- 


jects are ſparingly treated on in the New Teſ- 


tament, becauſe the prophets had inſiſted up · 
on them before at large. The buſineſs of 


the Evangeliſts was to prove by the hiſtory 


of the life of Ixsus, that he was the Meſſiah, 
— The bufineſs of the Apoſtles, to bear wit- 
neſs of his reſurrection, and teach the doctrines 
which the ancient ſcriptures contained; which 
they were able to do, after our Saviour had 


opened their underſtanding, and expounded 


unto them the things .concerning- himſelf” 
But wherever the New Teftament was feceiv- 
ed, immediately the ancient Oracles,*able to 
make us wiſe | unto ſalvation, through faith 


which. is in CHRIST Jesvs) were received alſo, 


and Chriſtians were commanded to ſtudy them. 
Thus St Paul affirms, that the church of Gop 
is built upon the prophets and apoſtles — 
* Je3vs CHRISTH himſelf being the chief cor- 


b nerrſtone, Epb. ii. 20. St Peter ſtirs them 


up to be mindful of the words, which before 
were ſpoken by the holy prophets, and of the 
command- 


J 1 


-commandment of the Apoſtles of the Lord 


and Saviour, 2 Pet. iii. 2. Is any preference 
to the New, above the Qld: Teſtament, given 
in theſe paſſages 2 No, it is a crafry device 
in thoſe ho undermine the Oracles of Go Dp, 
to degrade one part af them, under pretence 
of greater reverence for the other, in order 
that they may reduce into a very ſmall com- 


pals. what is allowed to be a teſtngon abſo- 
lutely deciſive — that ſo falſe Fas may 


the more eaſthy eſcape undiſcoyered. A de- 
vice, which of late years has proceeded to 


ſuch a length, that we are now told, the Epiſ- 
tles are not to be regarded, as of equal autho- 
rity with the four Goſpels; any more than the 
Old Teſtament to be put upon a level with 
the New. In plain Engliſh, che Goſpels only 
are given by inſpiration of Gop. — Thoſe 
who. are practiſed upon to believe this, wil 
find much leſs difficulty in getting rid of the 
"Goſpels too, at a convenient time, than in 
proving one ſmall part of ſcripture | is. the re- 
velation of Gop — the far greater, only the 
private opinion of fallible men. 


Hold faſt, 3 the faith once deliver ä 


0 to the ſaints, that * 4, ſcripture is given by 


inſpiration of Gov.” Contend carneſtly from 


1 | love 
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L 
love to his name, your fellow- creatures, and 
the truth, that G op ſpake by the mouth of 


be his holy prophets ſince the world began” — 


4 


that it is at our peril to deſpiſe thoſe writings, 
or fancy their uſe to the church in any degree 
ſuperſeded by the nenn . 
ſekiptures, BIO 3 n iter In 


Or the rer. in Peak morals . = 
 Þfi nc 1M | 985 


1 6 HE dactrine before us, ee the mil. 1 
take of ſubſtituting lectures on morality 
and virtue, inſtead of diſcourſes on the horn 
of ſalvation,” For though morality and virtue 
are truly venerable, and of abſolute neceſſit ty, 
yet when inculcated without reference to 
CHRIST, as their root, ſypport, and ſole cauſe 

of acceptance with Gop, they deceive and in in 
Jure extremely — becauſe in this way we are - 
led to conceive ourſelves virtuous, without thoſe - 
deplorable defects and pollutions, which in 
Fact are chargeable on the beſt, We are led 
0 


A 2 


1 

to imagine human excellence ſuMficient — — the 
ſure and only paſſport to heaven. And this 
deluſion muſt prejudice us bitterly againſt ſe- 


vera] capital parts of ſcripture, which pour 


contempt upon all expectations of divine fa- 
vour, founded on our own Obedience. Hence 
we ſhall deny, or wreſt thoſe divine ſayings, | 


in which CHRIST takes upon himſelf the whole 


glory of ſaving the children of men. And 
after we are infatuated with the idea of our 
Own. excellent virtue, one article of the Chriſ- 
tian creed will grow odious, then another — 
till we ſhall conclude in the end, that it is 
much more rational to be infidels, than Chriſ- ; 
tians. For the ſelf-made idol of deiſts, is a 
pleaſing object to a proud, corrupt mind — 
allows of human merit and boaſting — but 
the Gop of the Bible requires us to approach 
him with ſname and confuſion of face for our 
denlement, and offences, 


as ee ecbinmendacion of the ex- 


cellency of moral virtue, to the neglect of the 
power and grace of CHRIST, has contributed 


to bring on the preſent increaſe of Deiſm, and 


ſ 


revolt from the goſpel, much more : than all - 


the formal aſſaults of its avowed enemies, \ 


4 Deiſm is often defended upon this very 
principle, 


2 . — 
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Principle. that the Airefs laid upon articles of 


THz; 


by drawing off mens attention from . 
virtue, and teaching low, diſparaging ideas of 
its worth. Thus a zeal for morality and vir- 
rue, which are of indiſpenſible neceſſity, may 
be, and very often is ſo miſguided, as to prove 
fatal to the ſoul. For whether men will bear, 
or ſpurn it from them as an impoſition, CHRIST, 
is the way, the truth, and the life — no man 
<. cometh to the Father but by him, Jahn 
xiv. 6, He that hath, not the Son, hath 
not life, 1 Jobn v. 12, though his virtues 
may be extolled, even as a pattern for imita - 
tion. If any man love not the Lord Ixsus 
4 Cunisr, let him be Weben — 


1 Cor. xvi. 22. 


Know WE the true 5 by = a 
muſt try the ſpirits—every preacher you hear, 


and every religious book you read. It ſhould 


not ſatisfy you, that virtue is earneſtly incul- 
cated, and obedience to the commandments of 
Go preſſed home, from conſiderations of his 
authority, and a judgment to come — for 
much more than this is required. You ought 
to eſteem the performance deplorably defec- 
tiye, and * Prevcnen no fellow- labourer with 
the 


27 1 


the prophets and apoſtles, unleſs he diſplays | 
"the horn of ſalyation— unleſs every idol in | 
the human heart, which uſurps his place, be | 
thrown down and all the proud pretenſions | 


* 


of ſelf-ſufficient . moraliſts, and felf-conceited - | 
| 


Phariſees, be expoſed. If a chriſtian preacher 
or writer treats of morality and virtue in ſuch 
a Tight; that no Jew'or Turk would find any 
offence in his wor K, is chere not cauſe to charge 
groſs ignorance on the preacher or writer wit 
reſpect to CTT? If topics which Jews or 
Turks would themſelves ufe; ate chiefly uſed 
by us to enforce moral Practice, what advan- 
tage does the goſpel afford in this grand point? 
They who can hear, or read fych diſcourſes 
without grief of heart, from love to Gop and 


man, are ſtrangers to what the ſcripture teaches 
| 


of the glory of Carr's religion; and, were 
they to ceaſe profeſſing it, would ſuffer, it 
ſhould ſeem, no N toſs in 282 Pirtuaf 


ſtate. 25 
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AL the prophets, W with e one rag 

have ſpoken of Cxz15T, ſpeak of him 
as raiſed up, that his people ſhould be ſaved 
from their enemies, and out of the hands of 
« all who. hate.them.” We are born 1 in cap- 


tivity, and after we recover. ſpiritual liberty, 


our enemies aſſault us all our days, Some of 
theſe enemies, being inviſible, are little regard. 

ed, or known by the world. Conſequently, 
when they hear of a horn of ſalvation}. raiſed 


up to deliver ſinners out of their hands, they 
know not how to conceive the meaning of 


ſuch expreſſions, much more to believe their 
truth. For if they live in peace, quietneſs, 
proſperity, reputation, and a good opinion of 


| themſelves, they cannot underſtand there is 


any better condition on Earth, nor deſire de⸗ 
liverance. 


Thus pride and ignorance hiding our con- 


dition from us, we preſume we are ſafe, when 
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our real circumſtances are deplorably ruinous. 
The friendly light of God's word and Spirit 


are ſent to diſcover this groſs, deluſion. They 


| ſhew' us where we are, what we are, and what 
we want. That we are a race of ſinners, in 
baſe and voluntary ſubjection to Satan, the 
world, and the fleſh, condemned by the righ- 
teous law of 'GoD, and every moment awe: 
o the arreſt of the king of terrors. 


| Each of theſe 3 as ſoon as their power 
is underſtood, will be found unconquerable 
by any might of our own — of conſequence 
deſerving: eminently the n name of enemies — 


compared with whom, all we naturally dread, 


as hoſtile: to us, will ſeem. as nothing. Theſe 
enemies are Sin, the Law, Satan, the World, 
the Fleſh, and Death. But as the law is the 
ſtrength of ſin ; as fin is only committed 


through the inſtigation of Satan, the world, 


or the fleſn; and death enſues. as the penalty 
of ſin; deliverance from the power of theſe 
enemies, neceſſarily includes victory over ſin, 


a victory everlaſting. Theſe enemies, there 


fore, we ſtyall particularly conſider, and the 
way in which CRHRISTH ſaves. 4 r out * 
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oh The firſt enemy is the Law. ; Man receiy- 
ing from G 0D, a reaſonable le ſoul, with all he 
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Wl | poſſeſſes, is. abſolutely dependent upon him, 
Wl | and neceſſarily, obliged to obey his will in 
Il | whatever inſtance it is made known. The 
Wl |. penalty on failing to pay this, moſt rightful 
i homage, is death, the Joſs. of the favour 


| Gop, and the miſery of his diſpleaſure. Thus 
the angels in heaven, by one act of, diſobedi- 
ence, loſt all their glory, and are wretched 

=_ beyond expreſſion. . Thus Adam in paradiſc 
7 dy one offence deſtroyed himſelf, and his po- 
> K&erny. The ſame law, with the ſame ſanc- 

tion, Gop publiſhed in ten commandments, 

accompanied with all che terrible enſigns of 

his almighty. power, ro more than a million of 

his ſubjects aſſembled at the foot of mount 

1 | Sinai, engraving it afterwards with his om 
finger in two tables of ſtone. This law, tho! 
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Qin ittelf holy, and juſt, and good; taking oc- 
= caſion from our ſin, flays us. It is become 
BN our great accuſer: and dreadful adverſary. It 
| is againſt us in every attempt we natural- 
ly make to eſcape from its eternal 'oondem- 
1 nation. It is contrary to us, breathing out 


righteous vengeance againſt our perſons, as 
offenſive to an holy Gop, and * before 
him 


{ = jÞ 
him — ſpurning all our Prayers, our tears, 
and our amendment, as no more compenſa- 
tion for violating its command, than the mur- 
devers tears, or better behaviour, are for his 


enormous offence. 


- 
2 


The ſtritneſs, eder of the hag! in its 
demands, and the weight of its ſentence upon 
tranſgreſſion, render it inſupportable to ſin- 
ners — an accuſer which ſtops every mouth, 
brings in the whole world guilty before Gov, 
an AS bind crintinalls CONDUIT us all to Hem.” 


iS 


„ser rhe händ of this entany! dee Berg 


of ſalvation was raiſed up to deliver his peo- 


ee For God fent his own Son, made of 

a woman, made under (that is, ſubject to) 
„the law, to redeem them that were under 
the law,” Cal. iv. 4, 5. The ſtrength of 
„ iin is the law, but thanks be to GO who 
givech us the victory, through our Lord 
« Jzsvs ChRISs T, 1 Cor. Xv. 56, 57." The 


proceſs, or ſeveral ſteps neceſſary to be taken, 


in order to accompliſh this deliverance, are 


Worthy of everlaſting admiration. For this 
great purpoſe, Gov's on Son began his life 
in the fleſh, in perfect purity, not conceivet 
TR "RE do ours. 4* Fodliſhnels is bound 
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te up in the heart of a child,” rooted and fi: 
vetted there, Prov. xxii. 15. — but the holy 


Jesvs grew in wiſdom, as in ſtature. In mam 


hood we indulge our evil appetites, and live 


to ſelf — He did always the things which 


pleaſed God, and fulfilled all righteouſneſs. 


1 


We are found full of faults, s, Whenever our 
conduct is ſeverely ſcanned : and the accuſer 


of the brethren, might his condemning voice 


be heard, can always alledge with truth, a 
thouſand charges againſt us, J ESUS challenged 
his eagle-eyed foes to convince him of ſin, 
and told his choſen friends immediately before 
he ſuffered the laſt aſſault from Satan, „the 


ce < thing, i in me, not the leaſt. taint of corrup- 


tion to work on, or ſlighteſt ſtain of evil to 


lay to my charge. Becauſe, whatever the law 
enjoins of external obedience, or ſpiritual wor- 


ſhip, as due from man to Gop, was in all his 


actions, in all his words, in every temper, in 


. einten of the ene of his heart. 


91 E (3140 57 


Thus did. Gon' 8 own Son, aha 1 55 all 


4 fulfil the law, in the form of a ſer- 


vant, that he might ſave fave his people out of its 
Hands _ thavin * very manner of their re- 
Ws demption, 


- 


66 prince of this world, cometh, but hath no- 


t ; 
demption, and acceptance with God, thro? 
his divine obedience performed for them, the 
law might appear in the eyes of all intelligent 
creatures, more glorious than if no offence 
We it Ra ever r been forgiven. ez 


- "hits Joerine ds 4 roiſtales n ads 
by many in me an * ee of the obe- 
dience of C HRIST.. 


The riſing 1 in ſummer is not 1 cn 
ing to an eye of ſenſe, as his life to a mind 
which can admire ſpiritual excellency. 80 
compleat an union of every lovely quality, 
without one ſingle flaw, has compelled even 
his blaſphemers to do him honor. And it is 
common to expatiate on tie conſummate per- 
fection of his character, as a copy for imita- 
tion. But here many ſtop. This indeed 
gives him pre- eminence above the moſt ad- 
mired of men, yet is not half his due — for 

the ſcripture places the finleſs life of IE sus 
in an infinitely higher light — not only as a 
perfect pattern, found in no other man, or a 
neceſſary qualification to make atonement, but 
as a work of moſt efficacious beneficence — 


of a kind abſolutely ſingular, furpaſſing be- 


9 * 8 every ether ſervice the 
0 | D almighty 
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almighty ever received, and reaching in its 
ſaving virtue, through all eternity. For no | 

creature can 7ransfer the benefit of his own 1 
performances, ſince perfect obedience is due 

from every creature, on his own account, to 

Gov, by an indefeaſible right: but the un- 

rivalled glory of the life of Cn isr, conſiſts i in 
this peculiarity, it is the righteouſneſs of Go ñ 0 | 5 
by which myriads of ſinners to the ends of the | 
; earth, and the end of time, are made righte- 
ous. To them his righteouſneſs is is imputed, 2 
| becauſe performed by compact upon their a.. j 


count, for their ſalvation ; accepted as ſuch Al 

ö Webs by the F ather, and deemed fo. really theirs, 9 
3 that the righteouſneſs of the law is ſaid to be * 

fulfilled in them, becauſe fulfilled by En Isr, Ru” 


who is their — and WINK N ann th are 
one. : . 23 £54 ». 


" Dalerve what 1 * Da the ſerip⸗ Y / 

ture affords of this truth. Look ſo far back 1 
as Abraham. The firſt time beliexing is ever = 
mentioned in the Bible, imputed ri righteouſneſs is = 
mentioned too. For when he believed in the | 
Los, IZ, (that is to ſay, what was promiſed | 7 * 

hat his faith received, and on which it 1 

| terminated, even Car1sT, was counted unto 
 . him for righteouſneſs, W xv. 6. This in- 

ſtance 


— * 
Ne 
- 24> 


© 31. 
ſtance the apoſtle brings in proof of juſtifica- 


tion byC Cuxlsr — which would have been im- 
pertinent, if not CHRIS T's righteouſneſs, but 
Abrabam's act of faith, had been the cauſe of 
his acceptance with Gop. Many paſſages in 
the Pſalms extol this divine righteouſneſs as 
the glory and boaſt of the church but when 
Gov would comfort his people with a more 
full revelation of the office and work of the 
| Meſſiah, he eftabliſhed this do&rine by a moſt 
q majeſtic proclamation. Jzxovan beholds all 
the nations of the world under condemnation. 
for fin, but inſtead of executing vengeance 


upon their guilty heads, he calls from heaven 


with this ſweet voice of mercy — Look un- 


© to me, and be ſaved, all the ends of the 
be earth h— for I am Gov, and beſide me there 
“is none elſe. I have ſworn by myſelf, the 
«© word is gone out of my mouth in righte- 


„ ouſneſs, and ſhall not return: — unto me 
every knee ſhall bow, and every tongue 


= 


Rs 


' ſhall ſwear, ſurely ſhall one ſay, In the Loxo 
0 78 I e and ſtrength, my 1a. xlv. 


1 y 
* 


N ＋ hat hs 1 in ns the church ex- 
ults, from aſſurance of poſſeſſing i in him both 
eee and ſtrength, is Curis T, ap- 


D 2 pears 
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Pears plainlyfrom the application of cheſe words 
to him twice in the New Teſtament; and that 


the righteouſneſs here intended, is for juſtifi- 


cation before God, is no leſs plain, becauſe 
the concluding ſentence of this proclamation, 


again affirms — © In the Lox ſhall all the 


<« ſeed of e be juſtified, and in * ſhall 
* they glory.” | 


As our everlaſting welfare PORE be on n the 


grace revealed in this truth, the inſpired wri- 


ters frequently aſſert it. Feremiab( next in 
ſucceſſion after the above proclamation, and 
well acquainted with it prophecies, that the 
very name by which CuRTSH ſhould be ador- 
ed is this, alluding to the proclamation, * «The 
Logo our righteouſneſs,” Fer. xxiii. 5. The 
angel appears to Daniel, and tells him, Meſſiah 


was to come at ſuch à fixed time, not only to 
finiſh tranſgreſſion, to make an end of ſin, 
and to make reconciliation for iniquity, but to 
bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, Dan. ix, 24. — 
Our Saviour exhorts his diſciples to ſeek in 
the firſt place the kingdom of Gop and his 
righteouſneſs, the latter being the title to the 
former — and the office of the holy Ghoſt, he 


_ affirms, is, „to convince the world of righte- 


ouineſs.” — St Paul, _ did not receive the 
GK goſpel 


7 ” —_ 5 4 
ware” ; 
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goſpel. he preached from man, nor was taught 


it, but by revelation of Jesvs CurIsT, after 


his kingdom was ereCted,) inſiſts on the im- 


puted righteouſneſs of CurIsT — he {tiles the 
goſpel, © the power of Gop unto ſalvation,” 


becauſe * therein is revealed the righteouſneſs 
« of Gop,” Rom. i. 17. which a little after, 
in the ſame Epiſtle, he declares, is © by faith 
5 of Jesvs CRRISæ, unto all, and * all. 
_ + them that believe, Rom. iii. 22. 


This declaration I See e great pains 
uſed to explain its meaning awayg does clearly 


aſſert the obnoxious do&rine of imputed ri gh- 


reouſneſs. For to ſay the eſſential righteouſ- 


——  H- - — 


neſs of Gov, is unto all, and upon all who 
believe, is nonſenſe — or that this expreſſion 


means faith, or Juſtification by faith, muſt be 


nonſenſe too, becauſe it is plainly difinguiſhed 


here as the object of faith, and the cauſe. of 


juſtifieation. Ceaſe from torturing. the text, 


and agcording to its plain ſenſe it muſt, mean 5 


the imputed righteouſneſs of CazisT, who is 


Gop, Neither can this be called a foreign 


righteouſneſs, becauſe it is imputed only to 


thoſe who are memberg of CRIS H. But the 
mombers of Cunisr, according to divine con- 
ſtitution, are one with Car1sT in the covenant 
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of red emption, and in the communication of life 


from him their head An union no leſs real, 2 


than that which ſubſiſts between fathers and 


their own offspring It 1s, therefore, often 
repreſented under that. image — ** s me, 
xx and the chi ldren thou haſt given me.” 


TIF arther, St Paul declares, that the perdition 
of the Jews, who rejected CHRIST, was from 
their ignorance of the righteouſneſs of Gov, 
and refuſal to ſubmit to it — He affirms, that 
« Cuxlsr is made of Gop unto his church, 


£6 righteouſneſs ; and the church is made in 


« him, the righteouſneſs of Gop.' '—He ſtates 


at large the way by which death entered, and 


by which ſalvation is obtained; that “ as b 7 
ce the offence of one, judgment came upon 
« all men to condemnation ; ; even ſo by the 
00 righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came 
% upon all men, unto juſtification of life — 
„ for as by one man's diſobedience many 
« were made ſinners, ſo by the obedience of 
40 ones, ſhall many be made righteous.” 


| FER this; what more could this apoſtle 
add in proof of his favourite doctrine? Only 
that proof which he did. I mean, his pour- 
g pt on al” the love his heart felt 
| towards . 


—— CORN et 
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RT Gov, on all his uſefulneſs Aowattls | 


men, and on every excellent grace which he 
in ſo eminent a degree poſſeſſed —On all this 
he pours contempt, counting it no better than 


ISS + not 22> 


loſs, or dung, to merit his juſtification. —In 


this light he rejects it with diſdain, that “ he 
might win Cax1sT, and be found in him; 
& not having his his own on righteouſneſs, which i is 
« of the law, but t the ri r de righteouſneſs which Is 
6 of Gop by faith.” * . | 


ſow 


Perfectly barung with- his brother 


Paul, St Peter addreſſes the church, as a ſo- 


cCiety highly favoured in having obtained like 
precious faith with him, through, or rather 
in the righteouſneſs of Gop our Saviour. 


Taking all theſe divine declarations together, 


they are ſurely fufficient to prove the miſtake 
of depreciating the life of CHRIST, by aſſign- 
ing to it no other uſe and influence, than as 
an example; or a qualification to become a 
ſacrifice for ſin, We are warranted by them, 


to conſider every part of the Saviour's obe- 


dience as beneficial to his people, and im- 
puted t to them — to contemplate Him as liv- 
ing and labouring every day for ſo many 


years in human fleſh, that in their behalf, 


grace might reign throu gh righteouſneſs unto 
« eternal life, by Jzsvs Cnz1sT our Lord.” 
D 4 CHAT. 
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CHAP. vi. 


o the | Atonement. 


W HE perfect righteouſneſs, 'of Cuxisr, 
imputed-to his people, was neceſſary, in 


| order that Gop might Juſtify them, with am- 


ple honor to his own law. And the inflic- 
tion of the penalty annexed: to diſobedience 
on the offenders? ſubſtitute, was no' lefs'neceſ- 
ſary to make manifeſt the evil of fin, the 
divine indignation againſt it, and reconcile 
in their exerciſe: towards His people, his juf- 


tice and mercy, his truth and holin „ 
ie became him, by whom are all things, 


and. for whom are all things, by making 


—— — — 
- * 
F a7 


* the: captain of their ſalvation perfect thro” 
< ſufferings, to bring many ſons unto glory. 


And becauſe the children are partakers of 


«fleſh and blood, he alſo took part of the 


fame, that through death, he might deſtroy 


«' death, and him that had tlie 7200 of nn 
6 chat! IS E A. Heb. Bl. | 


15 4 * 
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For theſe: reaſons, CE RIS, after paying 
perfect obedience to the law, died a death ab- 


ſolutely without parallel. All, beſides him- 
ſelf, die, becauſe they are finners. He, be- 


cauſe fin was imputed to him, and puniſhed 


both in | his body and ſaul. By the determi- 
nate counſel and foreknowledge of God, yet 
according to his own voluntary engagement, 
5 FJesvs endured all thatvariety of mifery, which 


ſin deſerves. He endured poverty, ſhame, and 
torturing pain of body and mind. He died 
under loud execrations, which were poured 


out upon him from a thoufand tongues — 
He died under tlie curſe of the law, trans- 


fred by the fiyord of eternal juſtice. to his 
crofs. Prodigies then met together, which 


were never ſeen before, nor will be ſeen again. 
From different cauſes, heaven, earth, and 


hell, ſeemed to confpire together to increaſe 


his torment, far above all compariſon. For 
this we know from infallible authority, 6 that 
the father ſpared him not — that it pleaſed 
< the father to bruiſe him chav he ſuffered, 


« the juſt for the unjuſt, bearing our fins in- 


— 4 


2 * his. own. own, body er tree,” 


by 


By virtue of this death, the full i import of 
it, being! Known and' cruſted'1 in, the people of 


Gop 


[ 4] 
Gos are delivered from the menaces of the 
law in their conſciences. They become dead . 
to ĩt by the body of CHRIST, being married {4 
to another, even to him, who was raiſed th - 
; * from the dead, that we puke bring raren 
* 68 fruit unto Gov,” Rom. vii. 


— 


By this means their obedience to him, be⸗ 
comes pure in its intention, and in its extent 
reaches to every commandment— a ſervice, | 
not from ſons of the bond-woman, but of the 
free — not paid - -for wages to a maſter, but. 
from affection to a beloved father. Not as — 
compelled by that awful threat, Do this | 
„ and live, offend and periſh ;”. but from a 
u heart devoted to his ſervice, and penetrated 
1 with a ſenſe of his hight” and 7 A, 
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1 N I W of the hs of the 
church from the curſe of the law, through 

i, - the death and righteouſneſs of un IST, proves 
es . 


# 


L 482 J. 


it is a great miſtake to ſuppoſe the n is not 


to * ee to Chriſtians. 


3 Ir any man en ought] he not to ea 5 

« as the Oracles of Go ?”— But they inſiſt 
on the ſpecial grand defign of the law. They 
tell us it was given to 3 5 fin abound, and 


appear exceeding ſinful — to ſhut up as pri- 


ſoners all under ſin, and thus render the news 


of ſalvation by the Lox, tranſporting to our 
hearts. The Oracles of Gop do peremptorily 


aſſert, that the Holy Ghoſt, the giver of lite, 
ſtrength and comfort to the ſoul, is received, 


not by. the works of the law” (the doctrine 


| 


of acceptance with, Gon, by perſonal obe- 


dience) but by the Bene, of faith! of 
ſalvation through, faith. | They pronounce 


thoſe to be-in the way to „ who ſeek 
righteouſneſs, as it were, by the works of the 
law, even though they have a zeal for Gop. 


They divide mankind, not only into moral 


and immoral, religious and profane, as Philo- 
ſophers and Phariſces are wont: to-do,) but into 


two claſſes unknown to either of n | 
who are of the works of the law, and there- 
fore car/ed; and thoſe who are of farth, | om 


"> 
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art ee Wan en il Abraham.” 
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From theſe paſſages (and many of like in- 
port might be cited) you may fee how fully 
the Oracles of Gop treat of the law. What 


marvel then, if upon ceaſing to preach the 


law, preaching loſes its uſefulneſs ! When I 
the lay is not explained, it is impoſſible that 
ſermons, however moral, or ferious, ſhould 


ever teach ſcriptural ideas of the evil of fin, 
or "the nature of pure obedience to God; or 


of the neceſſi ity of redemption by Cunisr. — 
On the contrary, open the nature, uſe and | 


aeg of che law, it will ſoon prove itſelf an 
engine of divine appointment, and admirable 
efficacy.” By laying ? judgment to the line, 


and righteouſneſs to the plummet,“ it ſweeps 


away the refuge of lies, under which ſinners, 


of every ſort, take ſhelfer. It brings all who 


hear what the law ſaith, 1 into a ſalutary deſpair 


of ever eſcaping the wrath to come by perſo- 
nab obedience, and ſo makes the horn of fat- 


vation always appear the fame neceſſary de- 


fence, and glorious bleſſing, which che . 
e e ea oh 


| 6 


"That who. omit. preaching. the ok Fa 


| poke themſelves juſtified in doing fo, by limit 
ng what is ſaid on this great ſubject, to the 


Jewiſh - 
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Jewiſh ceremonial law. A groſſor "miſtake, 
ignorance itſelf ſcarcely ever "made, though 
many great names have long pleaded in rs 


behalf. For can you call the ceremonial law; 
the law written, -and-engravenon two tables 
of ſtone? Chn you call it ſpiritual, or apply 
it to bring in the:whole urid guilty before 
Gop ? Yet theſe are the ſpecific qualities be- 


longing to that law, of which the apoſtle 
treats. Or can you think, that when he ſays, 


< the Jaw is good if a man uſe it Jawfully,” os 
mediately naming the many immoral offenders | 


which it condemns, that he e 1 
at all to the gs law? * 


J am not ignorant, babe is gal 40 85 : 


thoſe eminent preachers, (who never apply the 


law as the miniſtration of death, to the con- 
ſciences of their hearers,) that Chriſtians are 


now under a milder diſpenſation, 'which re- 
quires ſincere, not ſinleſs obedience. But in 


this aſſertion there is much fallacy. For by 


Chriſtians muff be meant either nominal, or 
real ones — if only nominal, they are under the 


law, ſeeking to enter into life by keeping the 


commandments, and depentling upon their 
own obedience in conjunction with the merits 
of 'Cxrr15T, to ſave them. They are therefore 


of 
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of the works of the law. To reſcue. them 


from this delufion, the perfect ſtandard of 
duty, with its ſanction, muſt be fet before 
them They muſt be weighed in the Balance 
of the ſanctuary, and be convinced how much 


they are found wanting; and he who does 


this moſt faithfully, to deſtroy all their falfe 
K lene will prove their nen friend: 


But if by Chriſtians 5 a. "ms A 
: ſation than the law, are meant real ones, who 


* in the nervous phraſe of ſcripture, « have 


< fled for refuge, to lay hold on the hope 
4 ſet before them; ;” they are not only under 
a milder diſpenſation, but under grace itſelf. 
© Yet before they had acceſs into that grace, 
wherein they now ſtand, they were every one 
of them, with the great apoſtle, < ſlain by the 
“ commandment,” or they would not have 
fled to CHRIS for refuge — through the law 
they became dead to the law, and are the very 
perſons, who prove to demonſtration, both 


the neceſſity and ſucceſs of xing! it to the 
| conſcience. 


The increaſing deſertion of our . churches, 


beyond the example of. former ages, is con- 


e, 


— 
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Lr 
feſſed, and is indeed alarming -: Should not 
then all thoſe teachers, who from Sunday to 


Sunday ſee no increaſe of their hearers, or 


good effect of their inſtructions, change their 
doctrine? Should they not at leaſt make the 
experiment, however ſtrange it may appear, 


whether proving that all men are condemned 
for ſin — without a poſſibility of being ever 
accounted juſt before G op, thro? their own 
virtue, will not be attended with better ſuc- 


ceſs? Whether rich and poor will not be 


more affected, by full proof that they are ab- 


ſolutely loſt, Unleſt the horn of ſalvation de- / 


livers them, than by leaving them to think 
their own goodneſs will comfort them here, 


and open the kingdom of heaven to them 
hereafter? Whether a more conſcientious obe- 


dience will not be produced, when we ſee our- 


' ſelves continually indebted for life to Cunklsr 
alone, as the children in the furnace were to 
ö a miracle & goodneſs, than can ſpring from 


| conſiderations 


22 This defartion of our churches is imputed to the 


increaſe of Methodiſm, as it is called—But without t cauſe, 


ſince in is moſt obſervable in places where there are no 
| Methodiſt teachers — On the contrary, in every pariſh 


where the law is ſcripturally taught, both an increaſe in 


the number and attention of the hearers is evident be- 


yond ERS. 
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Peace 97 conſcience towari 55. ay 
the reward of imperfett virtue. 1775 
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"HE doctrine that the e Tg is re- 
deemed from the curſe of the law, by 
chAISr's own obedienoe unto the death of 
the croſs, proves the miſtake of ſuppoſing 
eace of conſcience towards Gop is the re- 
ward of virtue, Good people, it is conſtantly 
ſaid, have a tight to be perfectly free from 
Rom all fears out the future, from the 
pleafing review of a well. ſpent life. From 
hence the vain and arrogant fancy, that even 


the wretched fragments of what has only ſome 


ſemblance of virtue, in their own - condutt, 
entitles them to its reward, Therefore they 
grow ſtill more proud, and preſumptudus — 
for ſince no perfect rule of duty is fixed, the 


vain and arrogant always conclude themſelves 
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© LES 0 tolerably virtuous upon the; whole, and thro 5 | 9 
9 this ſoothing error, ſtifle ONT, * e convig- | 
| a their Anger... 50 20d. 5. MiB } 


"Thoſe of a modeſt and [EIS turn, it bit - | 
FE diftreſſes, driving them often to diſtrac- od ang 
tion, and even to death for refuge: becauſe | 
there are many perſons, it is certain, much | 
troubled in conſcience, who the world judge 
need not be ſo at all. They are juſt and up- 
right in their dealings, of a kind and ge- 
nerous ſpirit, devout, and ee to avoid all 
known offences. 


| | Now chat perſons of ſo high a - hain, 

| ſhould not poſſeſs this certain reward of vir- 
tue, peace of conſcience towards Gop, appears 
very ſtrange. Men, ; Ignorant of the truth, al- 
ways with great confidence impute this to | : 
| lowneſs of ſpirits, weakneſs of mind, or a Ix 
8 4 ſuperititious caſt, which involves every object ö 
it beholds in gloom. But where there is no E 
weakneſs of bay bodily diſtemper, or ſuper- WW 
ſtitious caſt, this is found to be the caſe-with 1 
many perſons — And the true cauſe of their - 
miſery, is from having believed peace of con- | 
ſcience towards Gop, is the reward of virtue, 
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[ Anger. th 8 es to Wert better — . 
-- Mience, yet ſtill "find ho Cor oft; "nor Len 


: while they ſeek 1 it in a Wa 
| — * obedience | which "the 8 881 If 


Pe rmed. For as this Pert Tfect obedience 18 
the fole cauſe © of « our our juſtific cation "before Gov, 
the ſentence of © condemnation mot remain 12 

the coßleience "(if we make a true Judgment 
: of our ſtate) until CHRIST be 41 Dur Perce 


and hope; # . becaule 1 the utmoſt, efforts to lead | | : 


A good life, muſt Pre {kill deſtitute of the 
- righteouſneſs x which the law r requires. We 
may perſexere in prayer — — ve may faſt — We 
may give alms — — we -may Watch over every F 
word, and every thought, and even "agonize | | 1 
10 Keep the commandments— thouſands haye . 
Kone AS. dag after ter all. we ſhall offend N 


N things. - woo ol) he teen CP e 6 


| „ White" men, V therefore feek. peace with. bu * 
| . Cob, from dont ioufneſs bf. their own good- 7 
beg, they remain wnder the chrſe of che law, 
K "ich ke are Abvays \Hreding, 8 Gr, 
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 then/ as their earneſtneſs for ſalvation Con- 
tinues, and this error is believed, they muſt 


be in fear. They can find no reſt to cheir 


ſouls, till inſtrad of laboring to attain it by 
works of righteouſneſs, they ſeek it by faith 
in Curr." Could the anſwer of 1 | good on- 
Lience towards Gop be really enjoyed in any | 


other way, the ſctiptiite would be falfified — 


becauſe it e ad this ineftimable 
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ee. 


is ateple, upon a 3 to bim for 


pardon, in 3 of Tap from 0 
1 | | 


Matter of fact, the lubjedk ef 8 
tion confirms this doctrine. Who are free 


from diſtreſs of conſcience, before CRAISV 


has made hem free? Thoſe only who abridge 


the commandments of Gop, or are daring 
enough to think, he ought not to require 


more, than they find themſelves inclined to 
do. Or thoſe, who in the dotage of ſelf· love, 
ſmitten with admiration of their own beauty, 
ſee in themſelves nothing amiſs Not a ſingle 
_ endued with the ſmalleſt degree of 

2 2 humility, 
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_ fling cearneſtly/-ftriving to do his 


duty, but lives in bitter bondage; and fre- 
quent diſtreſs, till the knöwledge of 5 


Prigice, of Peace gives comfort to his fouls 


he d i od wade 2M voardy:r- to eO 


[4 To adviſe, therefore, perſons; of good cha- 


rather, wh en. troubled in conſcience, 0 take 
confidence rom; their god life — to tell them 


they. can haye no cauſę to fear, ſince if ſuch 


worthy people as they be, are not ſafe, what 
muſt, become. of all the world; is a 2 fatal miſ- 


take, . N either by any means preſs them to 


join in "the circle f the gay, and the merri- 


ment of, the thoughtleſs, as aà cure for their 


melancholy, Such counſel has already de- 
ſtroyed its thouſands. For the. perſons, to 


whom thieſe means are preſeribed, having 
ſtrove in vain thus to ſſlake off the pain of a 


gui conſcience,” when they are directed to 
W POLIO BRAY 0 as their only remedy, 


conclude their wound incurable. No 
2 chen, if e e be choſen, 
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84 4 . remove. th their . 48 different 
Acthed, muſt be uſed. They muſt be taught, 


that they gee much.» word, and more ſinful, 
"an ©: © ” "than 


nne 
* 


Gop by their owniobeUrence, is an inſult which 
pride caſts upon his law; high treaſon againſt 


CnzysT's ghedienee, which has magnified the 4 
law, vanquiſhed Satan, and- redeemed, the. 


an abſolute level in point of juſtifica 


1 4 3 
t ſe ; hemſelves co be = that all < 
| they have ever done, or can do-from;the mo- 
tives which have governed them, is — 3 
becauſe the thought of making peace with 
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his crown, and fruſtrates his grace? They 
muſt be told, that a painful ſigh be, of Atheir 


ITY fy 


ſpiritual ſtate, is delt igned in great mercy to, = 


undeceive them — to bring theme to a Cone. 


lion, that they ate 10ſt, jileſs che atoning, f 7 


blood of Carisr be ved” by therh, as 8 all 


their f falvation. Conſcioutneſs of guile, they | 
muſt be affured, will ever pain them, FRA ble 
as they are now; become of the great extent 


of their duty, ſo long as. they, expect peaceros. 
conſcience from perſonal holineſs, - not from 
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church, to the wet ale of Gon, through. ' 
all eternity, They muſt be directed. to n. 


ſider with great attention and prayer, the ſerip- 


tures, deſigned to overthrow the pillars of 
{clt-righteouineſs, and to bring all ficth upon 
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Him by perſonal obedience is perpeived, they 
will begin ſincerely to apply to the great Phy · 
ſieian, che merciful Healer, whoſe office, plca- 
ſure, and glory it is, * to bind up them that 
2 broken in heart, . A NN 
« them chat are bruiſed.· 1070 kr 


Generally: Peg theſe 18 are 1 
tõ perſons | troubled 1 in conſcience, at leaſt point 
out à way of relief, which has not been tried 
by them, and which upon. trial 1 is ſure to ſuc- 
ceed to the eſtabliſhment of their ſouls in 
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I have bften ſeen the worſt 1 
follow-from giving any other advice to per- 
ſons laboring to get peace by perſonal obe- 
cience, and the moſt pleaſing ones in every 
cafe from̃ confeſſion of ſinfulneſs, and reliance 
on the blood bf” e to cleanſe from all 
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fallen, is Sagan. e many af- 


fot to test che agency, and eyen exiſtence 


of this execrable. ſpirit with deriſion, yes. 
ſcriptures from the beginning to the elf 9h 
man's eventful hiſtory, {peaks ARE: ng 
fully of bath. Not to 29mit theſe 


_ for the. waters e 
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av ing 8 ec PDEs Sada: 


ces, if will, to port themiſelves with 
ms Roni ler. us attend to the 


Oracles of ob, and underſtand f from them 


what have been, "and ſtill are the wiles ang 


and malicious activity practiſed againſt man, 


by that old ſerpent, the devil. If we enquire 


of the Word of Gop who ſeduced our firſt 
parents, robbing them of f their original righ- 
ULAR and paradiſe? Who afterwards de- 


bayched their pe ſerityro proſiieves themelyes 


E 4 | T0 


N Second enemy, into  whoks bands we 8 
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& te gels,” 


561] 
to idols, over the face of the whole earth; to 


ſhed in ſacrifice before them rivers of human 
blood * ? Who dared repeatedly to attack in 
perſon our incarnate Gop, inſtigated Judas to 


betray, the Jews to cracify him, and after his 
aſcenſion to perſecute unto death his mem- 
bers ?”. To each of theſe queſtions the Ora- 


cles of Gon reply Satan did it all: Who, 


for thus praftiſing upon the children of men, 
to their eternal ruin, is branded with the 


names of tempter, Urreiver? Har, accuſer, and 
murderer, and charged with «© goIN! about 


«ike a roarthg "tion, ſeeking whom he may 
eo devout” Thooight theſe deteſtable names 


and qualities belong 10 him, he is nevertheleſs 


- « the prince and god of this world, working 
| « in the children of diſobedience, to do the 


77 luſts of him their father; * who, for this rea- 
rl are called e children of the wicked one,” 


| and doomed to ſuffer for their ſins} in that world 


of wor, 03 prepared | for the devil and his an- 


wu 4 
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Tb ful is he account in holy writ, not 


| only of his exiſtence, but his IO over us, 
* 4 N * „ e his 


os, 


* * be. Sole, in, 18 hiſtory; « of the Lg of Mexico, 


; us, that the Indians ſacrificed in that city every year, 


twenty thouland lives to their accurſed idol. 
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his activity, and too ſucceſsful e in 1 
Fine the miſery of mW 
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As an accuſer, and: e lie beten 


the people of C Gop of high crimes againſt the 


1aw, urging from thence the neceffity of their 


condemnation, as rebels with hinifelf.”" To 
invalidate this claim, CHRIST expired, dc plot- 
ting out the hand-writing of ordinanccs, 
* which was againſt us, which was contrary | 


< to us, and took it out of the way, nailing 
it to his eroſs — By this very, act ſpoiling 
5 principalities and powers of 9 grand 
8 

«, of them open ly; "as thus defeated ; in + their 
<& malicious accuſatiqn,) rriumphing. over ben 
* mit,” Col. ii. 145 15. a | 


The prophet* $ viſion” beautifully exempli- 
fies this intereſting truth He ſhewed me, 
60 faith Zechariah, Foſhua the high prieſt, ſtand- 
* ing before the angel of the Lozp (i. e. 
« CarrsT) and Satan ſtanding (as the ac- 


3 
: * 


„ cuſer in 172 courts of judicature was 
- « wont to 

Loy ſaid unto Satan, The Lon p rebuke 
„ thee, O Satan; even the Lok D who hath 
6 choſen Jer 1 rebuke thew's Is not this 


o) at his right hand, And the 


88 a 


2 


EI eo 
3 \ 4 


brand phicked out of the fire? Now 


E 58 ]: 


e Joſhua was clothed with filthy garments, 
and ſtood before the angel, as a perſon c- 
“ cuſed/and charged with SOA he (the 
« Lord) anſwered and (| pake unto thoſe who. 
« ſtood before him, Take away the filthy gar- 
ments from him and unto him he aid, 
e *Behold,. I have cauſed thine iniquity ta 
<< paſs from thee, and I will clothe thee v with. 
4 change of raiment, Zech. ii. 14 


What is repreſented ſo forcibly i in this vi- 
ſion, as the way of delivering Jaſbua the high 


prieſt from Satan's malicious arraignment, is 


expreſsly declared to be the way, in which 
all the ranſomed of the Loxp are ſaved. 


Their adverſary, the accuſer of the brethren, 


follows them, as it were, into the court of 


judgment, where, to his eyerlaſting confuſion, 


he hears this challenge proclaimed in their be- 
half — Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge 
4 of Gov's elect ? (to. proſecute them at his 
„bar, as guilty ?) It is Gop that Juſtifieth, 
* who is he that condemneth ? It is ChRIsr 
that died, yea rather, that is riſen again, 
“ who is even at the right hand of Gop, who 
* alſo maketh interceſſion for us,” . viii. 


3 3 34. | 
But 
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But Satan ſeeles our deſtrucion, n not 2 

by in ring us of high © crimes againſt We 
hw and honor, and majeſty of Gov, but by 
various ſubtle temptations, practiſing yr 
us to this moment, as he did at firſt upo 

original Parents. Trace the wiles by 3 
he prevailed over them. Did he not beguile 
Eve to imagine, that Gan would; not avenge 
their 1 impious offence, and. that :death ſhould. 


not follow upon diſobedience ? * Ye ſhall 


＋ not lie, ſaid the ſerpent. By ſuggeſtions 
of the ſame blaſphemous kind, he {till leads 
deer — at his will: How often does 
he men to imagine, ſin is not the 


curſed, deteſtable thing, which the word” of 


Gop conſtantly affirms it to be? that our 
Maker will never puniſh the indulgence of 
our natural paſſiorm, to which we are 16 
ſtrongly excited by chat very firuation in which 
he hath placed us ? that the gate of heaven 
is not fo ſtrait, nor the way ſo narrow, that 
only a fe, out of many, ould find it? that 
all will not be loſt, who die condemned by 


the verdict of the Bible? Entertain more ho- 


norable notions of Gov, be more kind and 
liberal: in your ſentiments —'be aſſured all will 
be happy the univerſal parent has taken 

effectual care, that vice ſhall ever find its 
own 
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own. ſufficient puniſhment here no need can 


there be for the ſhocking idea of A: 


lt i is but the Pillar of e 
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Arn 


” By this foothing temptation — "this Syren 


ſong licentious ears grow quite raviſhed ;, 
and flattered, like Eve, with the inſidious pro- 


miſe of ſecurity, Eat, and thou ſhalt nt die: 
they give the reins to their luſts, rebel, and 
m their rebellion periſh. _ DS I. 
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i "Boom this ſnare; the Lk bi *the horn orf 
| Siren, delivers his people, by giving them 


firmly to believe the words he has ſpoken 


unto them. True faith at once poſſeſſes their 
minds with uſt, indelible conceptions of the 


evil of ſin, the eſſential holineſs of God, and 
his avenging juſtice. Through this convic- 
tion, (n not the effect of education, Or cuſtomary 


aſſent to the truth, but of divine teaching,) 


they baffle theſe ſuggeſtions of Satan, as 
CHRIST himſelf repelled his aſſaults, -with — 
Thus it is ritten. By this means alſo, all 
the wild dreams about infirmities, tempta- 
tions, &c. as if they would indemnify us tho 
we commit iniquity,” vaniſh away. Sin is 


known to be the poiſon of the ſoul. Conſe- 


quently a principle of ſelf- preſervation excites 


ö 2, 


C1 
us to ſeek deliverance from it—to' take alarm 
at its approach, and feel painful apprehen⸗ 
Bos when we have been overcome by ſome 
ſurprize, or violent aſfault. After much ex- 
perience ef this kind, the underſtanding is 
more enlightened, Gov is more known; "tht 
nature and qualities of fin clearly diſcovered, 
and its tyranny becomes hateful to the ſoul. 
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Where the caſe: is: noe" or cfach terrors 
being unneceſſary with reſpe& to many) 
where the heart, like Zydia's, is ſweetly opened 
to receive divine counſel, and juſt ideas of 
the love of Gop and CHRIST 415 Place from 
the firſt awakenings — ſtill N in him 
are preſerved no leſs S ſecurely from the wiles of 
Satan, than if the ſharpeſt Pangs, for fear of 
periſhing, had wrung the heart. Both thole 
who have ſuffered much. terror, and tho 


who have felt none, are equally perſuaded, 


that © the wages of ſin is death” '—eyery pro- 


Hibition againſt it a tender m mercy — its ſer- 
vice baſe, like the life of thieyes and ruffians; 


and obedience to Gop in all things infniir 
deſirable. of 5 ng 


S $/ | 6.4 S444 » i. 
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beg this © eig does riot preſerve 
his people from ever offending at all, yet it 


; keeps 
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Koeps them from eve Being er Peace with 
Wa. They groan men its rſt emotions in 


for hat others ace 
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Aer in Satan ſhare, 


G wiſdom, to practiſe Aitue, and to 2 | 
| Happineſs. By induſtry in | cultivating your 


Jour paſſions, 
E by fel. command and ſelf improvement, 


T& 3 
new charms, *,, and you ſhall be, conſcious 
they are all your own.acquiſition,... Though | 
indeed you mult ſtand 1 indebted to another for 
your creation, you ſhall: be beholden. to ur- 
ſelf alone for mor excellency, and rectitude \ 
of © conduct, which 1 is the whole of man. 


: Away: chen ak the 1 LG the 
atonement, and. Interceſſor for tranſgreſſors — = 
Away. with the aids of grace, and the dictates | 
| of revelation. What are theſe but enginez, 1 
I BT uſed: 'by kriayes to: maintain themſelves in af- 
1 fluence and: authority. Be aſſured, where myſ- 6 
| ry begins, religion ends. % hs Gegen, 


| - "Such | artfül ſuggeſtions of mals "native > 
"iy „ . ty, the powers of reaſon, and dur own. > 
ciency to perform our duty, naturally esp- ? 
tivate all, who were before ſmitten with admi- 

"ration of their own underſtanding, good life, 
1 "2d good heat. And theſe high choughts 
1 . "which exalt themſelves againſt the knowledge 
; "if Gob,' and Create implacable hatred of his 
truth, are aſcribed upon the beſt warrant to 
S Sale N 7 For if c our e be 
| e 0 hid, 


. Bee Mr Hunt's Morat Bars, or 1 of: the * 
nian writers — who abound with this ſelf-ſufficient lan- c 
| | guage, AM How ane as 166 C4 {wed Bo. 8. . as ; 
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hid, it is hid. to them that are loſt; in MEH 
the God of this world, hath blinded the 
<<. minds of them that believe not, leſt the 
„ light of /the glorious goſpel ſhould Tins 
« unto them, PCr eee i 

et to Jod 
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But this ſnare, ſo 5 to catch the vain 
and arrogant, cannot take the People ef of Gop 
becauſe their own experience, is a living 
Proof, ſtronger thian 4 thotiſand arguments, 
of the falfhood'of füch high thoughts. They 
fa inconſtancy, weaknefs, 1 ignorance, folly, de- 
Glement, and corruptions, notwithſtanding their 
unfeigned deſires, their fervent prayers, their 
Watchfulneſs, ſelf-denial, and labor to become 
What they well Know they ought to be. 
Light makes manifeſt. Wherefore the greater | 
their progreſs is in copying the perfect exam- 
ple ſet before them, the quicker diſcernment bp 
and ſenſibility they poſſeſs of their own mani- 
fold deficiencies — Of conſequence, the nearer: 
they approach to heaven, the deeper i is the 
. conviction, which they feel, that it is who ly 
owing to the free tee grace of Gon, the inſpi ira- 
tion of his Spirit, the ſacrifice of his Son, his 
everlaſting love, interceſſion, and immutable 
promiſes, that they have not already periſh 
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. aud mall; not be conderned wich bode un- 
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Hence whatever Sevens he Loks' 8 e 
perform, whatever excellent qualities adorn 
them, they abhor, as ſacrilegious, the firſt 


* N 


riſings of ſelf - complacency. They waveh © "OY 


- 


vith godly jealouſy, againſt their native pro- 
penſity to be great and good in their own 
eyes; and thus reſiſting the devil, in his ca- 
FO artifice, they are ſaved out of his hands. 
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| After this F it ſeems good unto 
their heavenly Father, that many of the heirs 


U 
F 
* 


K 


of glory ſhould ſtill feel the fiery darts of 
Satan, and be called to terrible conflicts with * * 

this inviſible foe. He is permitted „ 
bly to ſuggeſt the moſt. horrid thoughts, * * ! 

Ra ceiving thoſe who are aſſaulted with them, to 

ON, regard them as the offspring of their own + | 

minds. In the cloſet, and at church, when * 

| they would aſcribe unto God the honor due 

. to his moſt holy name, they are often vio- 

lently tempted to believe there is no God, or 

_ . to ſuſpe his word is falſhood, or to arraign 5 

his attributes. Yer theſe hideous ſuggeſtions,/, 


| from the pain they cauſe, ſhew plainly from 
E. wWhence they come. They are like the charges 
* LE * 5 of 
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1 i a e eed villain againſt the innocent, 


which prove nothing but the malice, and 


daring impudence of 1 their accuſer. 


fas: not the bart: delivered from: Sitan's 


—— 


no ſighs and tears on this account. His chil- 
dren ean hear Gob's name blaſphemed, his 
attributes arraigned, his being queſtioned, 
and be merry in the mitiſt of it all; if they 
do not join themſelves in aſſaulting the eter- 
nal throne. Wait, therefore, thou afflicted 
Und ted with tempeſt, on account of theſe 
'blaſphemous ſuggeſtions. They are permit- 
ited, like other temptatiohs, to prove thy im- 


, 3 3 — 


potence to withftand Satan in thy own might, 


1 exereiſe thy faith and try thy patience. 


+ In due time "thy enemy ſhall depart from 


| . "as he did from che gleat Captain of thy 


m” + 


„ ad, Tas tho" At. ax ielefote Well Knowms 


how to fympathize with thee, and to ſuccour 
thee. Be of good cheer though 'this trial 


; we grievous indeed, little Ganger is to be ap- 
Prehended from this quarter, in compariſon 
of what we ſtand expoſed to from ſenſual 


5 te, from ove of TL praiſe, and 
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800 there would be no painful feelings, 
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artifices of Satan, proves two:dangerous 

1 miſtakes, often vehemently propagated, undet 
the notion of much more rational religion than 

ancient Chriſtianity; and with high preten- 

ſions indeed of being .libtral, in oppoſition to 


it. Many of theſe liberal gentlemen affirm, 


F that heaven is open to all men. Others, who 
have not yef got quite ſo far, teach, that with- 
out the blood of CHs r, and the Spirit of 
grace, men can redeem themſelves by their 
own repentance, after they have been very 
wicked; — and when they have not, may reſt 
aſſured of ſalvation from the mercy of Gov, 
by making themſelves, through their on 


moral character, the objects of his delight. 


* et the firſt of theſe opinions is as old as the | 
fall, and has ever been a main pillar of Sa- 
he { 2 If, TH T9 . F 2 2 tan Sg 


Lent gt et i : 
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TL 
tan's empire. Stronger poſſeſſion in our 
minds, than it naturally gives him, he cannot 
deſire — becauſe when once we are ſo deluded 


as to believe heaven is open to all men, the 
difference between good and evil inſtantly be- 


comes too dim to be ſeen by natural men in 


an hour of temptation, or at leaſt too little 
intereſting. Why ſhould they ſacrifice a fa- 
vorite paſſion, loſe, or ſuffer for conſcience 
fake; (they will ſay when they may indulge, 
and be ſafe? Need I produce any other 
proof, that the notion of a merey in Gon, 


which diſpenſes with faith and holineſs, is a 


device of Satan's, his enemy, and ours? Be- 
ware therefore of all pleaders for the i impu- 
nity of the diſobedient, or their ſalvation who 
die in their ſins. Sooner eſteem thoſe friends 


to ſociety, who would aboliſh. the penalties 


of the law, the priſons of juſtice, and the 


ſword of che magiſtrate; than thoſe who fay, 
or inſinuate, there is not in Gop an everlaſting 
antipathy to all evil, and an unchangeable 
purpoſe to turn all the wicked into hell. Did 
only fallible teachers aſſert the avenging juſ 


tice of the ſupreme governor of the world; 


this miſtake would not be ſo flagrant. But 
—_ ad weigh the auth : All-thoſe boly 
| 8 4 prophets, 


„ 
ts; by whoſe mouth GOD ſpake from 


A , 


che beginning of the world, who head: 


his deſolating judgments upon Babylon, Tyre; 


and Mineveb of old — upon the unbelieving 


Jews, their devoted city, euntry, And ꝓoſte- 
rity, foretelling their preſent unexampled con- 
dition, ſiæteen hundred years before the event: 
heſe men of Gop, u of chem warf tlie 
diſobedient of approaching vengeance, if they 


will go on ſtill in "their/wickearſs<2 The 


moſt conipaſſionate”] x $vs' urters char olemn 
exhortation, Enter ye 
1 broad is the gate, a0 broad 8:0. 


ee that leadeth to deſtruction, and many MY 


be who go in thereat.” — He immediately 
adds 5 Beware of falſe prophets {or teach 
ers) who come to you in ſheeps loathing,” 

meek,” mild and gentle, teaching no ſuch 
ſhocking doctrine, as that few will be ſabed, 
and many: periſh; —< for inwardly they are 
<« ravening wolves,” greedily bent on ſerving 
their own bellies: “ Ye ſhall know them by 
« their fruits.” — Cursr" $ apoſtles after him 


declare, that « there is a reſurrection of the 
. unjuſt to damnation. All theſe witneſſes 


| agree in affirming tlie perdition of” th 15 Un- 
| þ = 2s 5 in wor ds py very plain, That 7 no ler 
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| 1 . 
Chriſtian ever queſtioned their 8 
niſnment inſupportable. When tliafe things 
are ſo, what a fatal miſtake. muſt it be ru d · 
pend upon a mere notion, a/wifh O your wn, 
2 wiſh. the vile offspring of infidelity. and 
love of ſin; in contradiction to ſuth abound - 
ing evidence, and infallible teſtimonies of the 
' wfath of Gop revealed from heaven againſt 
all workers of iniquity ? Be aſſured, be ſeriꝑ 
ture can no more be broken, than G an him. 
ſelf gan ceaſe to eign. All the evil cas well 
as all the good, which is therein. forgtoldi muſt 
+ þ6,a5gorppliſhed upon its reſpective object. 
of: ſhouldunbelieving, impenitent men eſtape 
their chreatened deom, dying in that cha- 
racter, the ſcripture would be proved. falſe; 
no deſs, than if after all the promiſes af his 
Incarnation, the horn of ſalvation had never 
deen raiſed up; A for that moſt glorious kvent 
18 net mate plainly foretold, e 

don of abe ungadiy wei... 


a 
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* 5 then With. "the, eruel 8 — | 
thay e Mercy of Goo. can ſave us without 
Fauth in Onnlsr, and. without holineſs, Thoſe 
| = or. 9 5 bleſſed, whom the mourh 
dee holy opfert. apottes, and,Cuncsr 
im ö Pronounces Ute. * therefore, 

in 


i 
in wiſdom: and: Prudence ought, we, 10 con. 
chude ourſelves ſafe, till hir teſtimony. is full 
auc team, 2 of TORS" | | 
r THE T1160 MF ;-of hg 
Ne 8 8 fatal ans” EE. wen can re· 


a> Pry PIP N 


er. themſelves by. re pentance, acquire de 
tue oy their own native. Power, and gain 


B. 


bliſsful immor in contempt of the atone- 
W . 0 Tei 4 3 Cngisr, is a chief 


pillar alſo of © Sui $ throne; — becauſe ſuch 
notions, make men ſeem. independent of Gb. 
For thou; h it be humbly granted, that they — $a 72d b 
did not create themſelves,” yet if they want 
after they are created, no more the Help of 
God, to practice virtue, than the finiſhed veſ: 
{el wants "the ſhipwright's ald te fall how 
can they be more ſrlfſufficient?” Andd if after 
üinning againſt the majeſty of Gop, his mercy; 
like a-pardon from earthly ſoverciggis, without 
any at atonement, will admit us into heaven, how 
trifling muſt our offences ſeem, FENG I _ 
| enough to be ſorry for- them, and-repeat them 

no more? What will not at all ſatisfy: for a 

| capitsr miſdemeanor, in any nation under hea- 
ven, and was it propoſed as ſufficient, would 
be rejected with Gch, is yet, upon this ſelf- 
pg ſcheme, all that Go requires when 
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His law is broken, and his honor trampled-un- 
der foot. It is a moſt alarming queſtion—</If 
«any man fin againſt another, the judge-ſhall 
«judge him; but if a man ſin againſt the 
Lok D, who ſhall. intreat for him? But 
upon this ſcheme we may reply, no body need | 
intreat at all: — It is enough the ſinner con- 
demns himſelf, and for the time to come will 
do better. Preſumption is the child of felf- 
ſufficiency; ; —wherefore, if we can repentwhen 
we will, and by repentance redeem ourſelves, 
and put off beloved luſts when we pleaſe — 
if all this is in our Power, and not in the will 
Von whether he will give us his grace to re- 2 
pent; believe and be ſaved: — if this be true, 
we may reaſonably preſume, that let our con- 
dition be ever ſo bad, all things neceſſary for 
our latety, may be x juſt as ſuits our hu. : 
mor. Thus ſhall we be led on to imagine, A 
more convenient time will come, when We 
Mall hve that good life, which without the | 
Spirit of Gon, and without CHRIS, ſhall 
prove. our ſure paſſport to heaven, till death 
ſeizes us in our fins. Stand therefore ever 
upon your guard againſt all thoſe arrogant de- 
ceivers, who. ſpeak great ſwelling words of 
the power of man to redeem himſelf, to per- 
farm duty, or gain heaven, independent of 
CHRIST'S 
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Ir 28: Þ 
ung udn cui flag and the influence of as u fi > 
Spirit. This is ino more than Satan's old art- 
ful addreſs from the beginning (t ye ſhall be 

as gods?) though now vamped up anew, 
and publiſhed under the name of —— 2 
liberal religian. It is an infernal devige to 
hide our great weakneſs and guilt; ae, 
ing us of courſe deſpiſe the heaven-· appointed 
remedy: to ſave from both, even whilſt we 1 ) 
_ come: _ 8 4 in d-ghs ABER Lo r g 
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en H * 28 "the ee. pug tis cure 
7 from the nen of this world. 


Third enemy, from whouns: the Lox b, 
the horn of ſalvation, delivers his peo- 

phy: is the world — the world of unreaſonable 

and wicked men, who. have not faith. Per- 
ſons of this character, making up the vaſt 
majority, in every place, age, and condition 
of life, are called on this account, as they call 
themſelves with an air of importance — the 

world. Their frimdſoip, we are tau ght, is. 
17 7 5 55 * enmity 
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<« enmity 'againft hog and whoſoever will 


c be a friend of the world, is the enemy of 


Go, James iv. 4. So irreconeileable is 
the oppoſition between them. Tet who can 


bear to be ſingular? or forbear to imitate the 


multitude? Who can ſubdue the love of praiſe, 
or the more violent fear of ſhame ? Who dare 
oppoſe the chiefs of the earth? Does not 
keep all in awe around them? Who dare be 
more religious than the great, the rich, the 
wiſe, chooſe men ſhould be? Add to this, 
that in general, men of the world are the very 
perſons we from infancy have been trained up 
to revere, in youth been glad to imitate, and 

afterwards owed them great deference, if we 
do not full remain dependent d their fa- 


vor. 


-* Conſider the world in this cloſe connection, 
and you will eaſily perceive the ground of that 
ſpirited queſtion —< Who is he that overcom- 
c eth the world ?“ Is it the man of reaſon 
and philoſophy, who ſcorns all vulgar preju- 
dices? or the man whom wealth has rendered 
independent; or nobility of birth taught to 
look down on others, as made only to ſerve 
his 2 ? Tos — not one of theſe is de- 
livered 


5 . 
Ware: Wem a daſtardly fear ef the faces ee 


men. Not one of ea —— 


ETHEL Who is he that overcometh the 
world, but He that believeth that IE s is 


— — 


4 che Carr Mhatfee ver 3 bor of Gov, 
«. overcometh- the World.“ This victory is 
gerived from: CHRIS T's triumph, and from 
the perforitiince of his promiſe: 4 Im the 
« world ye! ſhall have tribylation ;, but be of 
& good cheer, I have over IC me © the wor orld.y, 
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perform Ms duty; in defiance of ridieyle and 


n way in which the LRD Wake k 


people eonquerors i in this combat, is the ſime 
in all ages and places. He convinces ther 
61 the impious' abſurdity of valuing the fa 
vor of men; more than of GOD; of fearin 
mementary fepfbach from vile, ſinfu worms, 
And net fekring everlaſting contempt from the 
Son of man, and all his holy angels. They are 
Jed alſo to look upon their beſt friend, their 
Savior afd their Gp, covered with Thame 
and ſpittle for their ſakes; and at that fight 
they feel hatred, of all ſelfiſhneſs and cowardice, 
"wh Mice would otherwiſe prevail over them. — — 
They are taught alſo to underſtand the ſpirit of 
LDR Fila that they will, call themſelves 


— - — NI 


© altes, yet * cuſtom and faſhion againſt | 


the 


IL 76. J 

8 plain commands of Cnz1sT, i in whoſe! name! 
they have no lively hope—in,whoſe:croſs they: 
ſee no glory: whom they fear not to offend, 
nor delight to obey ;—yet are very angry others 
ſhould. pay him more reſpe& than they do 
themſelves. This diſcovery not only juſtifies 
contention with the world, but demonſtrates 
no man can be CHRIST'S diſcyple, unde 

come out from. them, and by ſeparate. | 


"Above all, the Lon 5 gives Yis PRI " 
on peace, —a pleaſing powerful proof of the 
= wiſdom of their conduct, and its excellency. 

Covered with this armor of light, and en- 

riched with this inviſible treaſure, ſneers from 

the profane, pity from the formal, abuſe from 

the paſſionate, . and perſecution from the bru; 

tiſh, are all endured by them with. calmneſs, 

and faced with intrepidity. Thou ſhalt 
hide them in the ſecret of. thy preſence 
1 from the pride of man: Thou ſhalt keep 
r < them ſecretly in a pavilion, from the ſtrife 
; 8g NENA 4 a tongues, Hels XXX1.- 405 » 2! $04 161K 
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This deliverance of the en 1700 the 
world, her enemy, expoſes the miſtake that we 
may be good enough, without giving c offence by 
our religion. It 1s Impoſſihlez — for to be a 
: | Chriſtian 


a 2 


6h 
Chriſtian, i is to have © the fame mind i in you, 


„ which was in CHRIST Jesvs.” But to re- 


ſemble him is to become obnoxious; — for | 


who, under the power of natural pride, can 
bear to ſee their favorite purſuits deſpiſed, 


their boaſted virtues lighted, ' and all the 
| ground. of their hope towards Gop, regarded 
as a deluſion? —Yet this very treatment of its 


pleafures, virtues, and religion, the world 
mult receive from you, if you follow the ex- 
1 or obey” the commands of Cunisr. 


She * 
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-T ebw mant to be opened | 


in reproof, or vindication of the truth, your 
conduct ſpeaks aloud : of courſe, the nearer: 

your connection is with perſons conformed to 
the world (however good they may be deemed) 


the more provoking mult you prove to them 


from your principles and practice. This will 


certainly be the effect of true faith — for the 
declaration. is peremptory and univerſal, — 
All who will live godly in Chriſt . 2 * 
8 perſecution, 2 Fim. i iii. ra. 6 


2 


The ſubſtantial, aiichngrable n of 
this offence; is given at full length, with great 
force in the ancient book of Wiſdom: Let 
4 us ag in wait for the righteous, becauſe he 
2 « js 
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& jg not for our turn. He is clean contrary 


” & $-<& 


tt td our doings. He upbraideth us with 


„ offending the law, and objectetch, to our 
po infamy, the tranſgreſſings of our educa- 


tion. He profeſſeth to have the knowledge 
*. of Gop. He is made to reprove our thoughts. 
He is grievous unto us even to behold, for 


ce his life is not like other men's, his ways 


de are of another faſhion. We are eſteemed 


25 of him as counterfeits. He abſtaineth from 
« our ways, as from filthineſs. He pro- 


e nounceth the end of the juſt to be bleſſed, 
< and maketh his boaſt; _ nent * | 
5 ether, 1 Wi 1% Sol. ui. 12. Sg * | 


In this. _ the ans are Rrongly 


marked, why the Lok b's people always are 


hated and deſpiſed; — for the world charges 
chem with intolerable preciſeneſs of . beha> 
vior, affected ſingularity, great uncharitable- 


_ neſs, in Judging others, ſpiritual pride, blaſ- 


Phemous preſumption in maintaining the 
knowledge of forgiveneſs from Gop, with an 
oſtentation of being his favorites. 


; 88 e, V vain, 1 of 

being a Chriſtian in ſpirit and in truth, without 

Siving offence to JE, world. . Renounce 2 
; ſelfiſh, 


1 79 7 
Aelfſh, cowardly regard to character, Which 
would deceive you to fancy you may live in 
all ſubjection to Gop, yet eſcape the cenſute 
of the careleſs, and the hatred of the formal. 
Remember on ſayings of the Lonp are eter- 
nal truths: — © Marvel not if the world hate 
4 you; it hated: me, before-it hated you. If 
„ ye were of the world, the world would 


.« Jove his own: — but becauſe you are not 


of the world, but I have choſen you out 
of the world, therefore the world hateth 
.« you.” Is not this proof of your relation 
to CHRIST, infinitely better than all the eſteem, 


applauſe, or Preferment which can be gained 


by ſuch moderation i in religion, as will offend 
no one? 
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© 151 A P. xt. 
on arent the hee of le . 


ä HIS acne of the deliverance of the 
"Ort chutch by the horn of ſalvation, from 


"her enemy, the world, proves the miſtake of 


| 2 our uſefulnefs depends upon the 
| 2 


3 


L 8e ] 
eſteem and favor of thoſe around us. Above 
all things avoid the name of an enthuſiaſt, 
ſay many grave perſons; and beware of giving 
offence, for this will ruin your character, and 
take away all your influence. To keep clear 
of real enthuſiaſm is highly neceflary, becauſe 
it leads to che greateſt miſchiefs, by pleading | 
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a 19m principles, or ations, contrary to 
ſeripture. It is itſelf a ſpecies of infidelity, 
and often ends in avowed. rejection of tlie 
Bible. But the world having always an aver- 
ſion to the power of godlineſs, will brand the 
faithful ſervants of CnRIST, with this odious 
imputation. Neceſſary zeal for his truth, in 
oppoſition to damnable hereſies, ſober ſingu- 
Jarity and ſelf-denial, without which, no 
ec. man ſhall ſee the Loy,” is being righreous 
ee and gives great offence. The 
glorious privileges alſo of the church, I mean 
the conſolations of CHRIST, the comforts of 
loye, and the tellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, 
are in the judgment of the world, rank en- 
thuſiaſm. Though theſe privileges are ſpeci- 
fied in the grand charter of the church, have 
been conſtantly implored in her public wor- 
ſhip. through all ages, and atteſted by the 
#1 . * 
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moſt venerable witneſſes; yet noreputation.. 


for learning, or wiſdom, or ſteadineſs of con- 
duct, can ſecure men from the charge of "14 


fin whenever. they, et theſe ol, | 


he Bl 8 
Points. & 30 reef v1 b n Rf 


"Mult, Seeler zeal. the n \ for fas the tr 11 7 tell 
of God, ſober le with the "great Pri. 1 

vileges. of the Chriſtian church, be difown 4 

or neglected for fear of loſing our. character, 

or doing, leſs. .good? If ſo, uſefulneſs depends . 

no longer on real excellency, 0 or the energy of 

grace, but on.the good opinion. which, the w 5 s 

N32 Satan are pleaſed to entertain of us. ene 


"eu ſhameful deceit to impoſe (48 it noto⸗ 4 
roriouſly does) upon ſo many grave people! " 
How is it, that the nature of things, ſerip- 
ture, and matter of fact do not convince men, 
that they cannot ſerve the immortal Aectelts £ 
of their fellow-creatures, till they are diſguft- 4 i 

ing to the world? For who. ate the World. 
| but a vaſt multitude, encouraę ging each ider 1 0 4 
to deſpiſe Chriſtian ſelf-denial and commu- 
nion with Gov, for the fake” of pleafire, > 
wealth and power? Now what leſs than 
avowed a of 0 h a cvanye ©. 

e eee * Wards 


_ n of na 
"SEE Is PER . 8 — SY 
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| fl 82 J | 
towards Sur Maker, can ever bring ſuch per- 


| ſons to fee? Häbitual thtercourſe with them 
in idleneßs and diflipetion;'ts preſerve a cha. 


räcter; or Polits* Medic in their company, 
whilft they deride the power of godlineſs; or 
the doctrines of ſcripture, or talk every one 


vanity. with his, neighbour, muſt keep them 


in countenance, and in "Ignorance too. But 
an open defence of the 25 things revealed. 


to, us: an intimacy with perſons eminent for 


their godly Zeal, adovhed by a holy cotiverſa- 


| tion, reprqves the careleſs conformiſts to the 


faſhion of the times. This is to act like a 
good ſoldier of Ixus nktsr, and prove in 
the higheſt degree a friend to man. And if 
ſuch itreconcileable oppoſition fubſiſts between 
Gop and the world, that the latter is the ene 


mp of the former, nothing leſs than total op- 
Poſition: to their ways, can make this manifeſt, . 


and prove the means of reſcuing ſome from 
perdition. In other words, to do good to the 
ſouls of men, we muſt live fo conformably to 
the Chriſtian rule, as to give offence to che 
world, and wache them to woe us. in dome 
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14 

* 
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e the churclt the C HRIST is EY |: 


in the following tender term:: 


* 


Seed 3 3 } 
45 44 J beſeech you, by the mercies of GOD. 


= | 7” that ye preſent your. bodies a living et: | 
| « ice, holy, acceptable unto God, which i is | [ 
6 ' your reaſonable ſervice,” Rom. Oe es ; g 4 


Vet moſt Yeaſonate as this FT Oe is, YE 
Holy Ghoſt well knew, how oppoſite it muſt 

be to the euſtom of every age. The. apoſtle 
therefore immediately adds, And be not 
<<. conformed to this world, but be ye trans- 
<< formed, 1 — 1 ee of your minds,” I 
Ron. xii. t x Yor Io WS. 


With theſe PLC evidences, matter of fact 
concurs to prove the groſs miſtake: of mak- 
ing compliances with the world, in order 6 
do good in it. For who ſhine brighteſt for — 
| their extenſive (uſefulneſs in enlarging the 
| kingdom of Gop, and adding to it many 
ſouls ; Were they prudent men, aftaid of of- 
fending the rich, the grave, or learned? No, 
they dre the ſword, and threw away the ſcah- io 
bard. They came forth to ſhew-men their 
"1 tranſgreſſions, without reſpect to perſons, or 5 
regard to conſequences. From the death of | 
the abhorred Nazarene, theirever-bleſſed Logo, 
to this hour, the moſt diligent copiers of his 
er aha have been moſt offenſive; —ſo ſcan- 
"7, G 2 | dalous, | 


: 
! 


E. . 1 5 

dalous, that many who. believed them to be 
in the right, and wiſhed to. be perſonally ; ac- 
quaint with them, dated” not. T hough 
guilty of no evil practice, nor tinctured with 
real enthuſiaſm, their heaven-born love for 
Ch HRIST, troubled the world, and galled them | 
to revenge, in cruelly, diſdainfully, and de- 

ſpitefully ſpeaking againſt the righteous. | * 4 


Inſtead of ſtudying then to gain the world 
eſteem, we are commanded to & take for an ex- 


« ample of ſuffering affliction, the prophets; 
« who have ſpoken in the name of the Loxp:“ 
who, though accounted by ſome knaves, by 
others moos, by more madmen, have brought 


thouſands to glory, the eternal proofs of their 


ineſtim able uſefulneſs. 


* 


8 . 


When mill hs rodent confotiniſts to the 


Kalnon of the times, let us ſee ſuch ſucceſs 


from their compliances? When ſhall we be- 
bold them honored with the higheſt honor 
men can receive, a company of immortal ſouls, 
by them converted from the error of their 


ways? No, to be uſeful either as Chriſtians, 
or as Chriſtian miniſters, we muſt copy the 
labor and zeal of thoſe, whom the world could 


never endure. Give over then fearing any 
185 thing, 


TEST 

thing, but hypocriſy before Gop, and cow- 
ardice in his cauſe before men. Deſire no- 
thing, but to live the life of a Chriſtian. 
Halt no more berween God and the world. 
If the ſpirit of the world, pride, careleſs- 
neſs reſpecting the ſoul, and neglect of 
Carisr, be not hateful to Gop, and deſtruc- 
tive to men, the Goſpel (with reverence I 
ſpeak it) is an impoſition. Do you ablior 
that thought as blaſphemy? Abhor as much 
a fawning upon CRI from year to year in 

your cloſet, calling Him there your Lon o 
and Go, and then coming out to con. 
ſult the world, how far they will allow you 
to obey his plain commands, without ſaying 
you are a Methodiſt. Ceaſe rather to profeſs 


_ _ 


any allegiance to CHRIS TH than treat Him, 
under profeſſions of duty, with ſuch contempt. 
would,“ ſaith He to the church of Lao- 
dicea, thou' wert — or cold; but becauſe 
thou art lukewarm 1 vill ſpue thee's bot * 
« my mouth,” Ms ng 
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CHAP. xv. 
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cnzler the either his pop from 
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. ee e, 


3 


B 1 1505 World, hs infoied writers x en 


ſtand, not only the ungodly part of its 
inhabitants, but ſenſual pleaſures, 3 | 


riches; and power: Theſe, the beloved diſci- 


ple calls, :5* the Juſt of the fleſh, the luſt of 
e the eye, and the pride of life.“ To gain a 


large proportion of what can gratify us in 


each, is naturally our ſtrongeſt deſire, and the 


ſource of endleſs conteſts amongſt men. In- 


däeed, till we are created ane in Cun Is 
IJIEsus, theſe. things carry away our thoughts, 


and captivate our affections, as if they were 
our chief good; and in order to poſſeſs them, 


we throw ourſelves headlong into deſtruction. 


But when objects infinitely better are brought 
before our view, money, ſtate, and ſenſual in- 
dulgencies, loſe their bewitching charms, as 
toys which raviſh children become our con- 


tempt in riper years. Thus by the diſcovery 
and enjoyment of things more excellent, not 


by 


1 1 5 
dy ſtoical diſdain, or monkiſhn felf-denial; = 
Chriſtians overcome the world. The grace 
of Gop, by bringing ſalvation to rhe Soul, 
teaches” them to! deny worldly luſts- We 
all,“ (ſays the apoſtle; "deſcribing che faith 
of the church and its effect) Nee as 
le. Blaſs, the glory of the L68D, are 
4 changed into the ſame image from glory 
1 to glory, even as by the e . 
« 3 2 Cor. mY my +99! rot Rar 


ror FH. 2 r ell. 1 


7 Ae ane appears the e 
of fancying we belong to CHRIS theugh 
worldly luſts tl hold dominion over us. Yet 
How prone are we thus ts dective oürſeſdes 
We were once darkneſs, many will ſay, but 
4 now are we light in the Lon.“ All preach- 
ing for a eburſe of years was the ſame to us, 
we received no benefit from it. But now we 
know the doctrinès of grace; we delight to 
attend where they are difphiyod; and indeed 
can bear no other divinity. Does net this 
. e ps, 208 n * tlie People of 
. AF o e e eee ang. 
| '0 221274: a8t ard; po 
re] ** ag this; i is 00, proof the, World is 
———— or our minds renewed. ,. We may 
| wi and do this, yet be greedy, like Judas, of 
| "> * LE: 


T 88 4 
filthy-Jucre, and as hard- hearted to the ery | 
of the poor —thirſt after worldly honors, in- 
dulge childiſh. fondneſs for dreſs and diver- 

ſions, be ein love with pomp, and even vex 
every one about us by our evil tempers. All 
this may be ſaid, and done, yet our de- 
light be only in ſenſual pleaſures, our hearts 
elevated by worldly ſucceſſes, or depreſſed 
by worldly fears alone, and we differ in no- 
thing from ſcoffers who walk after their own 
lluſts, but violent zeal for certain articles of 
the Chriſtian faith, which in e minds 
TY el harm. } my SOHN Ty, mi Vi ty. 


* 4 Fo * 
4 94 10 . 
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i then — Fans, _ mende e 
inpgla vpon others, or deceive ourſelves? 
Our wictory over worldly luſts, muſt. be the 
indiſputable proof, that we partake. of re- 
diemption. The excellency of our religious 
k Principles muſt ſhine in our buſineſs and 
lation, Our ſpirit; muſt not only be above 
roguery or fraud, but above covetouſneſs 
also and eagerneſs to get gain. And if wealth 
and affluence be our lot, we muſt conquer 
the enchantments of earthly and ſenſual gra- 
* rifieations;!! For without this ſubſtantial fruit 
of divine: knowledge, zeal for doctrines is but 
A "A: g fever, not che genial warmth which 


flows 
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1% % 2 
flows from the love of Go 2 devotion i is 
ſuperſtition; not t the, worlkip al Him, in 1 05 


and i in truth. 


' . 2 1 7. 
. f 6 TI 


What — much belege revilers' of he 


_ doctrines of grace 4 Profeſſors, whoſe covet- 


. ouſneſs and treachery, marked with demufe 
| appearance and religious ralk, evidently ren- 
der it unſafe to truſt them. Who from a 
wicked i imagination that the election of grace 
is their ſanctuary, and the Tighteouſneſs of 
CnrisT their robe'of ſalvation, conclude that 


deadly thing, Sin, can do no hurt to their 


fouls. Did riot the ſcripture affirm there 
muſt be ſuch offences, . and. were there not 
| many whoſe Chriſtian life and doctrine per- 


fectly accord, we ſhould be almoſt aſhamed 


of the Goſpel. itſelf; from the ſcandalous ſel- 
fiſhmeſs of, numbers who. profeſs. it. And 
though the only lawful concluſion: from ſuch 
melancholy inſtances. is, that If any man 
.* ſay I know. Him, and keep not his com- 
= mandments, he. is a liar, and the truth i is 
not in him; yet theſe falſe profeſſors will 
"Be loudly urged by the enemies of the truth, 
to make 1 It odious. 
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yt his neck, and he Caſt into the E 958 
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900 ye ſelf. deceived profeſſors, enſlaved 7 
worldly luſts, hear this, and tremble, and turn 
from your evil ways. — Te are anſwerable for 
all theſe ſad conſequences before Gop — an- 


ſwerable for ſtrengthening. their hands who 
revile CRHRISH - for aiding | them to ſeduce 


others, into their wicked errors — for fixing 


them 1 in contempt « of what Gop has revealed. 

And to imagine you can be members of 
Cuntsr, and ſafe i in Him, whilſt your « conduct 
lays a a ; ſtumbling-block i in the way of the Golſ-' 
pel, is an infatuation one would not believe 
poſſible, was it not often ſeen. wh 


* I 


The terrible doom awaiting thoſe, who per- 
alt to the laſt in ſuch a miſtake, is awfully 
denounced. Wo unto the world, becaufe 


«of offences, (at which they catch, and plead 


< to their own undoing;) for fr muſt needs be 


<< that offences come; but wo to that man by 


hom the offence cometh : it were better 
for him that a millſtone was hanged about 


— 


* 
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AXoTHER enemy 1 wie 
we are fallen, is generally called in ſcrip- 
ture, the Fab: a word uſed to expreſs the 


debaſed corrupt ſtate of our nature, which in 


its actings and tendency, is perfectly contrary 


to the law and hoh nature of Gop. And 


this is called fe, becauſe a corrupt and fin- 
ful nature is what properly belongs to man- 


kind, 70 all fleſh, as they are in themſelves. 


o the natural ane 75 Man. 5 


— 


For man's nature, forſaken of divine and holy 7 


rinciples, of ' itſelf became exceedingly cor- 


ruptz and utterly depraved. See What deteſ- 
table deeds! See what infernal tempers are the 
works of the fleſn ! Adultery, fornication, 


uncleanneſs, laſciviouſneſs, idolatry, witch- 


craft, hatred, variance, emulation, ſtrife, ſe- 


dition, hereſies, envy, murder, drunkenneſs, 
e and, f ſuch like,” Gal. v. 1 


Every one of cheſs wiekednedes, if left to 
ebe in an hour of temptation, we are 
L capable 


7 — 


3 __— 


- 
— A A Pt. 4 d 


11 22 FT. 

capable of committing. The charge of ſuch 
total depravity of nature, muſt be denied and 
highly reſented. by creatures ſp corrupt. We 

could not be ſo vile, as G . o declares we are 

become by the. fall, were we naturally diſ- 

poſed" to plead guilty to this charge. . For 

pride, one great part of our diſeaſe, fo in- 
toxicates, that many who are a curſe to o- 
Liety, by their evil example, are far from 
holding a mean opinion of their own good. 

neſs. Hence it ſhould not ſurprize us to find 
the violent aſſertors of man's native innocence, 
| ne the e ne r* in N er or prat- | 


F gut os i N 
: ace," * * 12 * 92 C - 
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75 Ss to > prove v we are in | the hands of 
5 this enemy, a debaſed, corrupt nature, I ſhall | 
produce. the concurrent teſtimony of the word | 
of Gop, with the confeſſed condition of every 
man living, even of thoſe who have diligently 
_ufed all poſſible means to FSH . cor- 
e | 10 VIS 


* A 7 
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Clear and full in 8 of innate corrup- 
1 are the words of Job. It ſeemed hard 

— to him, that he muſt be fingled out, as it were, 
to ſuffer ſuch- extremity of affliction, though 
2 a nent fine he was by from his birth; He 

f | urges 


6 93 J 


urges therefore * complaint in that acki 5 


queſtion, Who can bring a clean thing, 
gut of an unclean ? Not one, Fob xiv. 
This aſſertion is of more weight, becauſe Job 
is not here comparing men with angels, but 
fimply ſpeaking of his condition, as born of a 
woman, born to een becauſe born in 20 


+3 449 To 
473 44: 
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This e teſtimony David, himſelf, a 


amazing inſtance of the force of innate de- 
pravity, confirms. For, to the conſternation 
of all his pious ſubjects, the joy of his pro- 
fane ones, and the aſtoniſhment of all ſucceed. 


ing ages, David commits adultery, and then 7, 


munen, to conceal his e offence. oy 


Such enormous wickedneſs, "Aoi, by. one 
diſtinguiſhed, for his knowledge and love of 


God, loudly calls upon the moſt advanced 


Chriſtians to take heed leſt they fall. When 


this backſlider, (a moſt conſpicuous monu- 


ment of the free grace of Gop) is recovered, 


3 


he delineates, as an inſpired penman, all the 


workings: of a broken and contrite ſpirit, in 
his penitential Pſalm. And here we are taught, 


that one reaſon why he was ſuffered to plunge 
into ſuch an abyſs of ſin, was, that his fall 
might ſtand on record, a demonſtration of 
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the juſtice of Go v's charge of innate depra- 


a vity upon the children of men. K Againſt. 


6c” Thee only have 1 ſinned, and done this | 


evil in thy ſight, that thou mighteſt be 


60 « juſtified ji in thy ſaying, (or in, this ſaying of 


« thine). Behold, I was ſhapen in iniquity, 
and in ſin did my mother conceive me, 
Palm li. And if David was thus ſhapen and 


' 
| 
4 


conceived, the whole human m naturally 
ee, muſt be ſo too. Misa 


. 
A 4 


This poſitive. aertiog, of 6 inſpired K. | 
ther, Solomon. his ſon, affirms! again in the 
ſtrongeſt manner poſſible, after recovering 
alſo from the moſt ſhameful e of: 1do- _ 
latry for many years. 

The heart of the ſons of men is full of 
« evil, and madneſs is in their heart whilſt 
* they live, and after that they 80 down | 
< 'to The dead, M Eccles. i ix. 3. 


3 Chi doo: not ay tl us > Wiſs of 
this or that ſinner, but of the whole offspring 
of Adam. He uſes the word alſo in the fin- 
gular number, becauſe © as face anſwers to 
face in the Water, ſo do the hearts of the 
„children of men.” This one heart of the . 


wine human race is fol of evil. The word, 


here 


L 985 1 


here tranſlated full, ſignifies as full. as a thing 


can hold, being uſed to expreſs the . fullnes 
of an overflowing river, and of the wind when 


it blows a hurricane. The word tranſlated 
evil; denores what is miſchievous and perni- 
cious — to others miſchievous, to the man 
himſelf pernicious. How could the inſpired 
writer more forcibly affirm _ OY of | 


man 's * mean | 2 


HEE -L ; 14 $2444 


"The hoods Claſs aſſerts DE 7 
13 of this inbred depravity. And mad- 


neſs (the Hebrew is plural) is in: their heart — 


They deſire, purpoſe, chooſe, and act, with 


reſpect to Gop and their own eternal intereſt; 


like perſons perfectly inſane, ubilſt tbey live 
in their natural ſtate. No Promiſes or 3 
enings, judgments or mercies from GOD; 


advantages which obedience to him ee 3 
no miſeries ſpringing from the indulgence of 


vile affections, produce in them any change. 
— Sinners an hundred years old, are full of 


phrenzy as in their youth, and hen, if left to 
themſelves, in this condition . they go down to 


oy dead — into a miſerable eternity. 


Thus the holy Ghoſt, by David, affirms che 
birch of man is in a . condition, by 


3 


. 96: J 


© Sbnon 105 „ that during 'the Er - 


abode Bere. he ig altogether evil, and his exit 


dreadful beyond iii ation, if left to himſelf," 
:. or, IH 8 7 6 20% © Is! 11 


The ſame docttine was u taught by Gr 
no leſs plainly when he was upon earth, than 
by his prophets before his appearance. That 
«+ which-is born of the fleſſ is fleſh, faith 


the Lok PD, © and that which is born of the 


« ſpirit, is ſpirit. Marvel not that I faid 
6x Unto thee, Te muſt be born again: John li. A 
> + 5 is {£14 Fins 2 1 It 
leb in — ee is directiy oppoſed ; 
to the renewing ſanctifying influences of the 
holy Spirit. But that only «which in its 
nature is ſinful, can in its nature be oppo- 
ſite to the Spirit: c of: Go. Wherever there- 
fore in the Bible the fleſh is oppoſed to the 
Spirit of grace, the word can mean nothing 
ele, but ſinful corruption. Therefore to be 
born fleſh, ;of fleſh, is to be the corrupt off- 
ſpring of corrupt degenerate parents, ſo as to 
need renewing grace from the Spirit of Gov 
on that ee aur Hirth Nich 


With theſs Terfpriire proofs (and n many more 
equally ſtrong might be adduced) the condi- 
tion 4 1 the human race, manifeſtly agrees. 
RG, * Since 


&F *93 34 


Since it is not owing,” (as that incompa - 


cable reaſoner Mr Profeſſor Edwards argues) 


« to any external circumſtances peculiarly 


« prevalent, which lead 'men to commit ſin. 
But ſin is chargeable, according to: uniyer- 
<- ſal experience, on perſons: of all conftitu- 


0 tions, capacities, conditions, manners, opi- 


“ nions, and educations; in all countries, Cli- 
<« mates, nations, and ages. Hence there is 


« the ſame evidence, that this propenſity. to 


fin, is in the very nature of the. ſubject, as 
e we have in any other caſe whatever: Which 


& is wholly from obſerving the effect is the 


«ſame in all changes of time, and place, and 


e under every variety of circumſtances. It 
« is in this way only, that we know there is 
% any propenſity at all ſeated in the nature 
c of man. And that we judge right,” in im- 


„ puting this depravity to nature, and not 


eto cuſtom or bad example, appears plainly 
« from the manner in which Gon ſpeaks of 
< the firſt, or natural ſtate of man. There 
is not the leaſt Uifference' made between 
«© one or another — All are loſt — All are 
ng concluded” under fin—All are chem to 
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„ Gop the whole world i 18 becpme e 


8 before him .. 


Whatever dificulcies therefore. 1 our 
3 ſolution attend the doctrine of innate 
depravity, both ſcripture teſtimony, and the 
univerſal condition of nen demonſtrate 


| the Muth of i it. 


With theſe proofs, e of equal er 


| may be joined; I mean, the power. of indwel- 
ling fin, after diligent hal for many years of 


{| — „ 


every ; poſſible method to root it out. Thoy- 
ſands 1 in the church of CARIST — made 


the experiment, yet not one of them ever 


ſucceeded. After = example of David and 


Veen 


1 + 4 


* See the . Mr. r Profeifor. d Book, 


1 publiſhed by Keith, intitled, A full Prog and Defence e of 
fy 255 great Chriſtian Doctrine of Original Sin, in Anſwer to 
De um Taylors. Scripture Doftrine of Original Jin. This 


performance, the. firſt in the world, without doubt, 
upon the ſubject, whether you conſider the force of 
argument, or the ſpirit of the writer, has been publiſhed 
ſeven, years in England. The aſſertors of man's, native 
innocence "have made (as far as I can learn) n reply to 
you If cthey can, the credit of 'their” caſe calls aloud 
upon them to confute his arguings. If they cannot, 
ow ought at leaſt to ceaſe from vaunting, and no more 
call Original Sin, Original Nonſenſe?  ,- 


my 


1 8 1 


Daniel, they have prayed inſtantly at evening, 4 


morning, and noon- day; have watched, faſted, 


and given moſt hberally, to the poor: Their 


ſouls have panted for full conformiry to the 


law of Gop, knowing it ko be Rely, juſt, 


« and good. Their converſation has been 


an honor to the Goſpel, a bleſſing to their 


friends, an example to all. Whatever wrong 
practices they were drawn into by=cuſtom, 


they could eaſily renounce, and ſhake off every 
evil habit. But ſtill che plague of their owe 
hearts remained. 'T'hey found a law, that 
© hen they would do good, evit Was pre- 
5 ſent with them for they delighted in the 


&« law of Gov, after the inward man. But 
6 they ſaw another law in their members, 


« warring againſt the law of their mind, and 
e pringing them into captivity to che law of 
fin which was in their members.“ For 


after all the pains which ever were or can be 
taken, there is not a juſt man upon earth, 


cc that doeth 8996, and ſinneth 5 725 Eccleſ. 
Fil. 20. ee | - 
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p Souithed' excellency, have daily confeſſed 


their fins, according to our Lok D's injune- 
_— and deplored their defilement to the laſt. 
| 2 2 | Who 


E * ( 


— — 
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— 0 1 
— 


[ a0 11] 

Who. ever. knew one ſingle . exception to the 
following obſervation, that the more pains 
men take to do their duty, the more cauſe 
they find to lament their ſad deficiencies ? 
The more intenſely they apply themſelves, to 


follow. after holineſs, the more clearly they 
perceive their own vileneſs. As dabblers in 


natural philoſophy grow conceited of their 


knowledge, when a Bacon or Neion lament 


their ignorance; ſo idle ſuperficial Chriſtians, 


feel no depravity within, when St Paul, when 
all who hunger and thirſt after righteouſ- 
, neſs, groan, under the burden of the fleſh, 
and feel themſelves n from thear de. 
MIA er * f . 


N. o has. was never - extirpated. By hs 
1 diligent uſe of the beſt means, properly 
r for a great length of time, it is evi- 
dent muſt run in the blood, 2 8 . inter- 
woven in the very frame of enn a! 


22 


Vr combat tee With doh enemy, 
99 Fleſh, as with Satan and the World, muſt 
continue till we die. Yet the Lozp, the horn 
of ſalvation, delivers his people from the do- 
minion of their evil nature, on this ſide the 


them | 


MO: and from its infection, when He takes 


* 


fn}. 


« Gov. And if any man have not the Spirit 
« of Cnxlsr, ne is none of his,” Rem. VIII. 


This almighty | Agent ce cruciftes the Heſh, with 
« the affections and luſts. "His fruit is in all 


68 goodneſs, righteouſneſs, and truth; — 1. e. 


in a general habitual obedience o Gon! tho? 


never - without defect or pollution: "The fruit 
of the Spirit, is “ love, joy, peace, long: ſuffer- 


ing, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs,-- 


4 temperance :*” not one, or ſome of theſe graces 
without the reſt, but all of them growing to- 
gether, 2 beautiful cluſter upon the living - 
vine. : 0 ; b | 8 7 1 


* 


So that no one led by the BR can in- 


"quize | in any fin, or allow himſelf to neglect 


any duty, by . pleading, the force of "natural 
depravity z becauſe ſupernatural aid is pro- 
miſed, and victoriouſſy exerted in their be⸗ 


half, who ſeek it, to make them “ holy i in all 
0 manner of conyerlation,” 157100 68 bud. 2 


n this condition, the Pele . Gov re- 
maln. The beſt of them defiled with fin, 


whilſt in the body, yet all of them obedient 
| fo the will of heaven, till at length they are 


H 3 | called 


them to himſelf. * For ſo many as are led 
by the Spirit of Gov, they are the ſons of 


— 
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E x6 


+ eds to FRA te the ſpirits of juſt, me me n, mage, 


e Perfeck 9775 "Though, they-, g on their Way, 
_ = efore, mourning. tor ſin, and each 52 
abundant cauſe to cry gut, © wretched m 


£6 that am, who ſhall, deliver MM. I 2 


1 body of this death?” Still each may re- 


joice alſo, in, full affurance. of final victory, 
ſaying, 45 thank Gan Shrongh ern a 
1 uf Lord: we: Ther vb T1329 Ho Hg ve at, 


| t 23535 „ ante bas, 
tw Ae 510 48 uf G V d CITES MEET £8 
= — * * 5 » ; 
” F"y r „ £1.25 nr WF 
TY 137 pt 4 512 113 1 "$749 10 Ps 34. . 111 i 1 
b e de g H TY 25 XVI. ag 
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Self- . 5 from good reputati n 
+ 444 $2. Aide eee f ; 


Tur. E IH are oats "of man's mals 
depravity, proves the common miſtake 

of ſippolitig thoſe 'who are free from je 

vice, cannot be under the wrath of GOD. 

is hard to condemi bürfelbes as vile, en 


relations, friends, and neighbours, eſteem us 


highly. In ſuch a. gaſe, Can there be any 
reaſon, we are wont 0 ay, for looking 
1 0 earneſt Jopplicyrion to the crucified 

| Jzsvs, 


<= 


1 > 104 1. 
Ju63;125 Wt famers'?: Su dbatenalis to this - 
degree may become felons and harlots, the 
diffolute | or infamous, but is it neceſſary in 
perſons of good reputation from their youth 
up? Undoubredly; - — for what avails the ſe- 
pulchres appearing beautiful without, when 
within there is all uncleanneſs ? If it was not 
ſo, would an indictment from heaven con- 
cluding all under ſin, de brought againſt us:? 
Is not this of itſelf, full proof of our great 
wickedneſs,» however we may be accuunted 
excellent before men? Shall not our Judge 
be believed in his declaration, that whatſo- 
c ever is born of the fleſh, is fleſh,” ſinful 
and corrupt: and his apoſtle in that very 
alarming aſſertion, So then, they that art 
jn the fleſn, cannot pleaſe Gop ? Muſt 
diſobedience to parents, or baſe lying; open 
lewdneſs, or ſcandalous diſhoneſty, be charge 
able upon us, before we are to condemn 
ourſelves as vile; or confeſs we are! * in 
danger of hell- fire? One of ther moſt 
diſtinguiſhed amongſt the ſaints of Gob made 
a quite different eſtimate of himſelf, which 
ſtands recorded, to confront all who ovetrare 
their good reputation: -I'mean, the Ba tiſt. 
From his mother's womb, he was full of the 
holy Ghoſt, | The abandoned Herod Kool | 
14 in 
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in awe of him; EMMaANUEIL. himſelf atteſted, 
* he was à burning and a ſhining light.“ 
If any perſon, ther, might have alledged;*+ I 
am innocent, therefore I need no fountain to 
cleanſe me from my fin : If any perſon could 
have reaſon to think, he did not deſerve eter- 
nal death for his guilt, this was the man. 
But what does John think of himſelf? Be- 
hold it, O ye innocent world, and bluſh for 
ſhame. Behold it, and ceaſe to utter error 
againſt the LoRD to your own deſtruction. 
When 'Jzsus' comes to be baptized of him, 
with what humble amazement, does he firſt 
decline the ſacred ſervice, and then cry out 
from a deep ſenſe of his own defilement, . I 
have need to be baptized of thee, and comeſt 
4 thou to me? But he could have no need to 
be baptized, or waſhed in the blood of the Lamb, 
if the beſt obedience, even from childhood, 
could have made him innocent; if repent- 
ance be the only condition of acceptance with 
GO, or if the 'confequence of ſin, Nan not 
eternal death, ne M Atonement. t 


| "Dare Tock: a one as ; the Baptiſt cry out, 
I have need to be baptized of thee,” What 
ought we to think of our own character - 2 
1 little, how poor is our fu ppoſed good- 


nets, 


t 166 1 
neſs; and fair reputation, when compared With 
his bright example! Let us keep better com- 
pany than the world. Let us obſerve” the 
ſaints of Go, and weigh well the import 

their expreſſions, when they ſpeak of them 
ſelves before Him: This will ſoon convihs 
us, that every man in his beſt eſtate deſerves 
the curſe of the law, from which nothing can 
ſave him, but infinite grace through the 

Atonement; the benefit of which belongs to 

thoſe only, who confeſs from the heart, "ey 

wn ſin can no wn way be cancelled. | 


ene 
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1 11 18. e Sat we are al dot cf: 
the fleſn, and have naturally a fountain 
of evil within, proves the miſtake of truſting 
in the mere com e of wangen nd Fn 


Many very devout revple aſk, ith an air | 
of confidence, What more can we do? 
h fay our Prayervs: go to church, js 


ceive 
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e mene, do no bam and give 
the enn dave i8, nn ore ney motier, nn 
with what end are theſe things done? Prayers, 


Vvhich are merely the effect of good educa- 


tion,” not from à ſenſe of guilt and wanr 
Prayers ſaid to patify the conſciente, or earn 
heaven, not offered up from hatred of ini- 
quity „ or love of | righteouſneſs — religious yy 
duties performed as a taſk, not with alacrity, 
and delight to hold communion. with Gop — 
and alms given, in order to think well of our- 


ſelves, and cover the multitude of ſins, make 
up the religion of a Hypocrite in grain. Will 


you aſk then, Whether any thing more than this 
is neceſſary to make a 809d Chriſtian? 


I would alſo intreat you to examine what 


advantage you have received from your reli- 


gion. Has it ſubdued your paſſions ? or rec 
rified thoſe groſs miſtakes we naturally fall 
into, reſpecting the character of Gov, our- 
ſelves; and the way of ſalvation? Has it en- 


riched your mind with a treaſute of divine 


knowledge, to which you were once an entire 
stranger? A knowledge of efficacy to produce 
All the fruits of righteouſneſs, 1. " you grow. 
angry at ſuch cloſe queſtions, unable to an- 


ſwer 


k wn J 

ſwer them in the affirmative — if you know. 
nothing more of Gon, or yourſelf; nor have. 
any proof that you are accepted of Him, more 
than you had, ten or twenty years ago, into 
what a fatal miſtake. are you. fallen? Ur- 
terly deſtitute of the benefits which conſtitute 
the excellency; of religion, yet, obſtinately po- 
ſitiye you are a very _ N and necd 
no. divine change. n 2 52 n 
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Let m me add, if. your 8 religion be 
fur ficient, | a8 Jou confidently ſuppoſe, then 
what” Paſſes in your breaſt, muſt reſemble 
what the ſcripture ſaints experienced; for al- 
| lowing they might exceed us, in degrees of 
holineſs, yet every Chriſtian's experience, ſup- 
poſing it genuine, mult, be of the ſame kind 
as thgirs, Compare your own with this ſtand- 
ard... Watchfulneſs, labor, contention againſt 
the fleſh, was the conſtant employment of 
their minds. Sometimes they could pray with 
delight and fervency,. often. they could not. 5 
We ſee them ong while, weary, faint, and e 
to give up all or loſt. . In due time their cry. 
was heard, and they ſung a ſong of triumph, - 
Darkneſs and light, "Uiltreſſe and ona. | 
Joy and grief, ſucceeded each other. At ſome 
* Prayers the word of the LoR D, 2 / 
7 


_— 
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day and houſe proved to o them a rich rep aſt. 
At other times, they fat like a fick man 
at table, and could reliſh nothing. Now we 
fee all within is peace and glowing admira- 
tion of the truth, ways, and works of Gov. 
By and by, trying providences move them to 
doubt of his love or faithfulneſs, and to be- 
have themſelves unſeemly.; till recovering, 
each accuſes himſelf in that humbling con- 


feſſion, So fooliſh and i ignorant was I, even 


«as a beaſt before thee.” Many parts of 


the Bible prove what is here affirmed, and. the 
17 25 Pſalm at large. | 


. V 
; Jain g fl ** * 3 
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1. appeal now to Jed won Who build 
your hope of going to heaven on your exter- 
nal religion and virtues ; Are you acquainted 
with ſuch changes in your mind? or do you 
not rather hate and reproach this experimen- 


tal proof of innate depravity as Enthuſiaſm? 


Do not you ſay your prayers at one time as 
well as at another? Do not you do your duty 
in going to church one Sunday Juſt as well 


As at another? And at all times think, with- 


out giving yourſelf the leaſt uneaſineſs about 
the matter, you do as well as can be expected 
from ſuch frail creatures as as e all are? Do 


„ 
you not live a perfect ſtranger to a change 
from darkneſs to light, from fear to lively 
hope, from grief to joy, on account of ſpiri- 
tual deliverances? Should this be your caſe, 
you ſtill want every thing eſſential to a good 
Chriſtian, if to be one, is to reſemble thofe 
who ſtand in the Bible as patterns for our 
imitation. Becauſe the religion and goodneſs 
in which you confide, is no more like theirs, 
than an image made to ſpeak by mechaniſm, 


1s like a ling man. 


LY 
. 


0 no longer en o ban you are a 
good Chriſtian, becauſe you lay your, prayers, 
go conſtantly to church, and give alms. Try 
yourſelf by the Oracles of Gov. What think 
you of your corrupt nature, of your wicked 


| heart? ? Is the horn of falyation abſolutely . 


needful in your eyes to ſave you. from. vour- 
ſelf? Do you find in your own boſom, the 
company of two armies, the law in your mem- 
bers warring againſt the law of your mind; 
the fleſh luſting againſt the Spirit? Or, on 

the contrary, Are you floating down the ſtream 
of time, at peace with the world and the fleſh, 
nr 1 N burt or impediment you 
oft ate] 215 receive 
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receive from either? In this caſe, the un- 

changeable decree from heaven is directly 
pointed againſt you. Hear it, and conſider 
a yourtelt, : and turn unto the LoD. If ye 

tHe after the fleſh, ye mall die; but if ye, 

through the Spirit, do mortify the deeds of 
. *the Minas hgh aa ſhall FOE: Row. A 
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. VATAN, the World, and MY kiel as” we 
*-” have ſeen, are reſtleſs” in their oppoſition 
to us, and always our enemies; from whoſe 
power, CarrsT alone can fave. How palpa- 
ble then is the error comman aniong the rich 
and'polite, concerning the very nature of re- 
| Vion? It was never deſigned, fay they, to 
. forbid favorite amuſements, or abridge us & 
the liberty to pleaſe ourſelves from day to 
38; It is the raving Enthuſi iaſt's pencil, which 
| _ draws 


1 111 1 


draws. this ſmiling Cherub 2 with the + fearures 


S 


* 2 demon. 


Thus under che n. name of innocent Ss 
ments, licentiouſneſs i is encouraged, and Chrif- 


© 


tian ſelf-denial deemed the dena er 9 ann 


bigots. N * 


The cobra here | 1 | Rn] 
and this eaſy ſubſtirute, choſen in its place, 
will fully appear from che 4 8 8 e 
rilon. 8 
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that chey enter not into temptation,” fays 
the Judge of all, {You may indulge without 


fear or ſeruple, if your fortune can bear the 


expence, in every diverſion, ſays the ſmiling 


cherub.) Let your loins be girded, and 


„ your lamps burning, and ye yourſelves 


like men, who wait for the coming of the 


75 = 


of a ſmiling Cherub, to denote its great good humour, 


„ Lonp;“ is his command to his church. En- 


joy freely dance and ſong, the ſtage, the tavern, 


che card- table. After this the dregs both of 


yoos time Jo 1 wil ſuffice for: 5 0 


9 Liberal ans as ſome af it, An WE to 
Ice a, is often repreſented under tlie image 


| and the large gratifications it allows us. 
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tional duties, ſays the ſmiling cherub.) Ex- 


e cept a man deny himſelf, and take up his 


« croſs daily, and follow me, he cannot be 


<< my diſciple; * ſaith the Loxp. —There can 


be no harm in conforming to the vogue, and 


joining in all mirthful paſtimes, kindly pro- 
vided to relax the mind, and promote good 
humor, fays the cherub.) Strait is the gate, 
< and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto 
« life, and few there be that find it. For we 
<« wreſtle not againſt fleſh and blood, but againſt 
e principalities and powers: Put on therefore 


the whole armor of Gop, that having done 


« all, ye may be able to ſtand,” ſays the Wiſdom 
from above. —To make religion a work of ſo 
much difficulty, paints the Deity as taking 
pleaſure in the mortification of his creatures, 
and frightens them from his ſervice, ſays the 
ſmiling cherub, The word of Gop calls 
Chriſtians to watchfulneſs, as centinels to 
their poſt ; — to run for the heavenly prize, 
like racers to the goal—to hardſhip and war, 


© as good foldiers ; adding, cxhortations, in- 


treaties, commands to ſlay every luſt, though 
it be, painful as plucking out a right eye; 

declaring, Many ſhall ſeek to enter into life, 
W 00. e 21 W able; — that fooliſh vir- 
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gins, and ſlothful ſervants, periſh: together 
with. 1 greater offenders. '( Thele exhortations, 
a and i — to expreſſive 2 ; 

di ficylty and labor, TY to the ages of 
Serfecution; before 55 oo and the church : 
oined in friefdly alliance, the ſm 

che, and' only reſpect und ee 2 — 

We live in happier” days, hen Our Ude 

duty may be done without any "combat, mor- 

tihcation, vigilance or labor.) e 


EET $85 582) v5 wi PU 5113 fi+. & 3 10060 03 i; MII 4 1 
0 vile ſeducer! Can — way to eternal 
glory in any age,; be a life of ſloth and ſelf- 
indulgence? Are not watchfulneſs, prayer; 
perſevering ſelf-denial, always neceſſary to | 
preſerve the weak, and defend the tempred? 
Do the pleaſures of ſin allure now With leſs ; 
attraction than in former times? Arę out 
hearts leſs evil, or do worldly luſts ſolicit with 
feebler force; than they were wont to do ſeven- 4 
teen ages paſt? Or do the power, ſubtilty, 
and malice of wicked angels, long "practiſed 
in the deſtruction of ſouls,” require, on our 
parts, leſs 'refiſtance or Proteckſon? Beſjdes, 
What ideas muſt men ''conceive'6f * heaven, 
who ſuppoſe it poſſiblefor thoſe to enter there, 
ho know no more ſpiritual pratifications, wan 
the ſtage, tavern,” or card-table afford? ho 
Sul 1 I lead 
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lead their li fe. in ſuch ignorance, indolence; 
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and voluptuouſheſs, that ſome well. regulated 
ſtates, would have puniſhed with heavy pe- 
nalties? Unleſs a transformation of ſoul take 
place, perſons of this character are no more 
capable of admiſſion into heaven, than pro- 
fligate villains, a nuiſance to all around them: 
ſince there is no more meetneſs for ſpiritual 
enjoyment in one than in the other. And to 
lead men to hope a life of this kind can end 
well; is to take part with their evil paſſions, 
inſtead of exhorting them to ſeek. deliverance 


from their dominion. It is to fer aſide the 


eſſential duty of Chriſtians, whilſt the wor- 
Mip, for form's fake, is retained. But fuch 
heartlefs worthip, in the eyes of men of ſenſe, 
is a farce ; in the eyes of ſincere Chriſtians, 
a profartatien of the name of religion; in tlie 
eyes of Gop, mockery and inſult. | 


| Inſtead, therefore, of < ſaying to the 5 
tc ſee not, and to the prophets, propheſy not: 


* ſpeak to us ſmooth things, propheſy deeeit, 
2 cauſe the holy One of 1f-ael to ceaſe from Z 


© before us. Inſtead of loving this cruel 
flattery, deſire earneſtly to hear the whole 
carb —* — Goo hath commanded. - 
1 Deſire 
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Deſtre to have the devices of Satan, the 


temptations of the World, the corruption of 
tte Flech, all'ſet before you without diſguiſe, - 


Defirs #0 tbatetrient whatever, may be made 
by che teachers of CHRIST, in compliance 
with euſtom, or in ons” NE 191 Pe 
ſions: er 
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Tur! laſt ed but of 0081 bands, us 
Lonp, the horn of falvation delivers his 


people; is Death: which; whether i its origin, 
manner of approach; or nature be conſidered, 


deſerves the name of King of Terrors. It en- 
tered into the world by divine decree, to puniſſi 
the moſt enormous offence, except the murder 
of Carisr, which the ſun ever ſaw : for man, 
like the angels, was made upright, though 
liable to fall: ſurrounded with a profuſion 
of | bleſſings from Go, who beheld his new- 
made creature with delight, and pronounced” 
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him very good, EY And the LoRD God. cm 
Sy manded, t the man, laying, Of, every treg in 
« the garden, thoy, mayeſt cat; freely z but of 
& the tree, of the knowledge of. good and evil, 
&« "thou malt not eat of it; for in the day thou 


0 d eateſt of it, thou ſhalt ſurely die, Gen. ii. 


Nevertheleſs Adam did eat of it, though be 
knew the threatening included his ſeed, as one 


with. himſelf: for it. is againſt all reaſon-t 


ſuppoſe the ſentence could contain any greater 


extent of puniſhment; tham Adam underſtood 


the threatening to do. Every poſſible cir- 
cumſtance therefore of provocation, met to- 
gether in this one offence. It was the vileſt 
ingratitude againſt divine bounty ſurrounding 


mam on every fide, It was an impudent 10 i 


peachment of his ſupreme Betiefafor's wil- 
dom, goodneſs and love, as if the command 
had been fooliſn, hard, or envious. It Was a 
violent ſuſpicion, if not à denial of his vera- 


city. ] Jt was a wilful oppoſition to his autho- 


rity, a revolt from his government, an exalta- 
tion of himſelf above Gop, in ſeeking his 


own intereſt and pleaſure, by trampling upon 


| g 5 ; * 2 8 . 48 171 
the honor, law, and majeſty of his Maker. 
en dou mon d IC 
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Thor offefice, big with all Hateful qua- 


ties,“ inſtintly*wrotight a difaſtroi change 


in man's condition, (as terrible cirthquakes 
de in capital cities, leaving befnind it a 
fad ſcene of ruins: for the moment Adam 
tranſgreſſed, the threatening began to take 
place, Inftantly the ght, the preſence, the 
love and image of Gop, depafted from him, 
with the immortality which he before poſ- 
ſeſſed: for his deeply injured Maker with⸗ 
drew, as it ſeemed neceſſary he ſhould, from 
rebel man. He fttnofted him to rer 

and' hear his doom, and then expell led him. 
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Paradliſe, to wander” on the dh, 
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Mae fin into the Wor! d. ; 
as a puniſtunent for the higheſt ac of rebei- 


lion againſt Gon, alrays dtrikes men with 
terror, vill ſunk into brutiſſi ſtupidity,” oni 
the Saviour has! taken away its King 1205 10 25 
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The manner of,, Deach's approach, bears 


ſtrong teſtimony; alſo/tq its guilty origin: for: 
till ſuperahounding grace has converted / This 
foe into a friend he exceedingly diſtreſſes the 
children of men, whether ſpringing: upon 
chem from an ambuſh, or making his ad- 
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vance by regular ſiege. In the former caſe, 
Death a and ſeizes. in a moment the vo- 
luptuous in the midſt of their carouſals ut. 
terly impoveriſhes with a. ſtroke. the. proſpe- 
rous ſons, of commerce, exulting in their day- 
dreams of realizing their wealth — drives, as 
a, whirhyind, the ambitious from the face of 
the earth, when, their honors. are blooming, 
their preferments enlarging, and all their 8. 
jects rigening 99> {AT 55. 


What ſudden beyock alto does this —.—— 


male of domeſtic comforts. i in which we may 


Jawfully light. A ſwift arrow from his 


a quiver, ſtrikes to the heart the bridegroom 
rejoicing over his bride — cuts off a lovely 


bloſſom, the only child, from its parental ſtem 
— divorees thoſe in a moment, whoſe conju- 


gal affection, matured by years of ſweeteſt ſo- 


giety, united them like ſoul and body — di- 


vorces them, when the tender piatgen of their 


| love, moſt need their mutual care, By ſuch 


day inroads, this dreadſul ſpotter haraſſes 


mankind, leaving theſe who have yet eſeaped 


his ſhafts, — och rs pk 
wounded, anxious for the abſolure Vneertzinty 
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When inſtead .of thus ſeizing ing upon his 


Prey, 
n ns en ee | 


* SP 12 & Fg torture, quis 
Of heart-fick agony, all fev'rous kinds 

And fierce catarrhs, and pining atrophy; 

\ Inteſtine done . and, ulcer, cholie pangs, //- 

Dropfres, and aſthmas, and Joint-gacking cheums. . 

Dire is the toſſing, deep the groans, 

"TOR over them, > TE DUE His qu gui 


At lag b. i ſtrikes the bie which age 


on the entire ſenſible deſtruction of the body, 


tendereſt friends to look on, too offenſive to 
de endured de —_ e the _ 


4 
en eee i dd 


Yea how ſmall. a part of the evil of Death, 


40 all theſe gloomy ignominious gircur 
contain] They are but the awful introduction 
to that. outward darkneſs,” which receives 
thoſe who die in their ſins: for the wages 
of in is death „Death, oppoſed to che ho- 
lineſs and. h. ſs of eternal life in the ꝓre- 


ſence of G op, which muſt. dhem fers mean a 


ſtate of hopeleſs miſery, 
14 And 


Death advances: as in 010 why Wore, 
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And can the horn of ſalvation deliver out 
of all this dreadful calamity ? Can He cauſe 
light to ſpring up in the midſt of ſuch dark- 
neſs, and fill the cloſe of life with divine con- 
ſolations? He can, He does, .. His ,all-ſy8i- 
cient grace prepares his. people for the com- 
bat with this laſt enemy, animates and ſuc- 
cours them in the midſt of it; enriches them 
immenſely at the moment of their difſohition, 
and | redeems. them at laſt i in the ſight. of men 
and angels, from every trace of death's do- 


minion. W 
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N bene Death thi? faithful are pre- 
pared, both by their knowledge and expe- 
rience! . They know- in wm they have 
believed, and that He is able to keep that 
« which they have committed unto Him.“ 
They know their Redeemer is the mighty 
Gop2—and that part of the everlaſting 4 Cove- 
Taft between the Fatfier and Him, inſures 
kheir victory bver the grave; for it is writ- 
ten, „ Thy dead men, ſhall live; with my 
"N: dead body Thall they ariſe. Awake; and 
0. fing, ye that dwell in duſt, for thy dew, is 
eiu the dew of herbs, and the earth ſhall 


* "caſt out the dead, " . vi. 2 
} Theſe 
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- Theſe wonderful things of Gon's law, being 
certified to them by the holy Ghoſt, become 
the object of their admiration, the founda- 
tion of lively hope, and their rieheſt treaſure. 
Hence Death grows familiar to their minds, 


as aà tranſlation to enjoy ſpiritual life to ſper- 


fection in the preſence of their beloved, the 
ſweetneſs of which they have imperfectly 
known already. — Anſwers to their prayers, 
and a change of ſtate in paſſing from dark- 
neſs· to light, from death to life, in their con- 
verſion, alters the viſage of Death, and its 
nature too. Inſtead of ſeizing upon them, to 
root chem out of the earth, and pluck: them 
out of their dwelling, it comes to exalt them 
to nl meth and honor, and TIT: 
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„Add to big the t of Cunlsx, Who en. 


1 51 in his own- perſon the agonies of Death; | 


for the ſalvation of his people) is. full of com- 
Paſſion towards them: for we are aſſuredd, He 
is touched with a feeling of their infirmities- 
Wherefore, when they walk through the val- 
ley of the ſhadow of Death, his tender carę 


and guardian power are over them, 0 95 
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1s chis a concluſion unconfirmed. by gas ? 
No, it is beyond a doubt, that the ſaints in 
CnxrsT have departed with ſweet compla- 
cency in their countenances, and * abound- 
ing in hope, through the power of the holy 
<<: Ghoſt given unto them.” "They: triumphed 
in ancient time to the aſtoniſhment of all, to 
the converſion even of proud Pagan philoſo- 
phers, whoſe chief was wont to call Death 
«-of all dreadful things, the moſt dreadful.” 
The primitive Chriſtians "conquered when 
they fell. They cried out, Death ſhall not 
4 be able to ſeparate us from the love of Gop, 
« vhich is in CHRIST Jzsvs our Lord. - — 
<< Death'is ours — Death i is gain, en 


Now are we to limit this his overflowing 
love, (as too many, injurious' to Currsr and 
his church, do,) to the firſt believers. For at 
all times He is the fame all- ſuffcient friend 
to his people. What ſpiritual fuccours there- 

fore He ſupplies, chen the body i 1s: ſinking, 

- appears from the behavior of many ef His 
duying members. Who can behold them in 
their laſt conflict, without being compelled to 
fay, They are not left to ſuffer the ſentence 
3 of Death on their bodies, without the cup.of 
conſolation 


: [ ap } 
eonſolation to drink ? We have ſeen, we have 
ſeen, thouſands can atteſt, the exit of real 
Chriſtians, inſpiring every ſpectator at the 
fame moment, with the fame requeſt, « Let 
me die the death of the e ang; let 
* voy Afterhats's _ Uke 55 . 5 


ri ohne bodies, it 18 2 We oy 
Death, return to the duſt. Yet their: fouls, ſo 
far from ſuffering loſs, receive unſpeakable 
advantage from this blow. Immediately they 
live, where the place of their abode, the high 
excellency of the ſociety, they join, and their 
own. perfection, fill them with happinefs 
beyond. the reach 566 our Ideas; ; for 25 ſoon 
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Rate, which begins again after ſome remarkable period. 
See Mr Peter's Ofiticad' -e e r . 
p- 288. 1ſt Edition. 0? 90" Ok 


This" maſterly hier e chat . ch 
pf Gon has alf along been acquainted with the Cove- 


nant founded in the promiſe of a Redeemer, and of 


eternal life in Him. Biſhop Sherlock read this Diſſerta- 
tion ¶ T have been told) twice over. An unqueſtionable 
proof of its uncommon excellency, fince it could pleaſe 
a firſt-rate genius, in a A to which he had s long 
. Renn YRen 
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ſecrated 1 each under inviolable ob- 
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r n ſcripturc, 2 (2 C07. v. 69 thys” Dr malte, in 
bis Ker on. a; ſeparate: State, e ſd ems to me fo plain, ſo 
+ erpreſn and ſo unanſwerable a. froof of the exiſtence 
4. "of the fpirits of good men immediately after, death, that 
4 1 could never meet with but two ways of evading, it. 
The one, that St Paul might be miſtaken. "This needs 
* no anſwer. Tfie other; that this text, with one' or | 
t two-more of the ſame k ind do indeed ſpeak of the 
40 happineſs of ſouls in a ſeparate ſtate, but they only 


71] 21 I F940! 5 


e refer to the Apoſtles themſelves.—I anſwer, the whole 


bao * church, e of Curist is enceuraged witli this aſſurance 


« of ; immedigte, happineſs after Death. Witneſs what 
©.goes , before, and hat follows the text. All * 
* this belongs to the whole church.” aid f los 0 


Beſides, St Jol utterly denies. this, vaſt difference, 
arne are fo fon of making, between the Apoſtles and 


the whole church, 3 in point, of. Apinitual privileges; by 


alſürin ng us the x ver ry end of his writings, a and conſequently 
or ths whole Colleg e of Apolties, Was, chat All who re- 
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If the K Wikies to 2 this matter Aiteufted, he 
may conſult my Duty of 438 p. 491. 2d Edition, 
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ligation to preſerve and reſtore upon demand, 


every atom of ſacred duft, entruſted to their 


keeping. Thouſands of years indeed, muſt 


paſs between the interment and reſurrection 


of the ſaints. Still at the deſtined moment, 
the heavens ſhall open; the ms, of Gop 


de Wa e with 85 d a 


glory. Then, ſnall men and angels ſee him 
ſitting on his throne, and making all things 


new. Then ſhall: matter of fact prove, (to 


the conviction of the whole infidel world, 
that che horn of ſalvation? has. delivered. his 


PPE to the uttermoſt, ( out,of che hands 
« of. all their enemies.“ Then ſhall he ap- 
pear! e the reſurrection and the life, the plague 


* 


8 death, the; deſtrudtion .of the grave.” h | 


hr... he 


6e. « changed into the likeneſs of. tis own, * 
« rious body,” and become ess and 
l as, the fun. bas 4c vil 
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Thus the whole EE JE MES in 
bliſs, With eyes full of rapturous love, all 
faſtened upon JE sus of Nazareth, ſhall cry 


out, * He hath ſwallowed up Death in ad 1 
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HIS Goctfine, algal he! diere is = 

| deemed our of the hands of Death, 4 
by: the horn of ſalvation; proves the miſtake 
of attempting to ſubdue the fear of it, dy 
looking back on a well- ſpent life; An at- 
tempt equally abſurd and impious, in thoſe 
who call themſelves C hriſtians. For what is 
the beſt life any man ean have to reflect on ? 
It does hot come up. to a thoufandth part of 


© his duty. Conſider-the excellency of Gon, 
and of his law; our increaſing debt for mer 
eies beſtowed, and our great advantages to 


know and obey Him. In theſe eircumſtances, 
above all, ſhould not our love to Him be per- 
fectiy pure, and more active, than thirſt for 
gain in miſers, or love of glory in the ſol- 
diet's breaſt * ? On no account ſhould it ever 
much leſs be e 9 love of fin. 
Yet where is the man upon earth, who can 
bear to have his life brought to this teſt? 


b $ ad 


Again, 


Cn 3 


Again, Our love to our neighbour ought 


to keep us from all evil-ſpeaking; from every 
expreſſion of unkindneſs and difreſ pect; — 
oughr to fill us with pity for his faults, and 
bowels of mercies towards him in all his. ſuf- 
| ferings. Who alive, dare look his fellow- 


creatures in the face, and ſay, In this manner 


have 1 ever loved you all??? 5 


ö Ganos more; Our hatred of the firſt © 4 


* 


tions of ſin, before a -purpoſe of offending is 


conceived, ouglit to be quick and effectual 


to repel in as our natural inſtinct is for ſelf- 
preſervation. But how unaccountably ſtupid, 


in this reſpect, are the moſt excellent. How 
often defiled with iniquity, without any con- 


cern ! The concluſion from this fair ſtating 
of man's condition is, that the beſt life of the 
beſt man upon earth, affords abundant cauſe 


for humiliation and ſelf-loathing; needs in 


finite mercy to paſs over its offences, and the 


blood of CHRIST, who IS s Gop, to make 


atonement for them. 
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ils this . 10 te to d a 
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concluſion drawn by erring mortals ? No: 


Ir is a ſelf. evident ſcripture conſequence from 


dur Low” command to his diſciples, daily to 


implore 
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implore the forgiveneſs of theiritiahpaſks 


which muſt imply, that they daily offend,” 


Can the ſame life, then, I aſk; fo defective, 
and ſtained 3; which calls for daily humilia- | 
tion, which needs infinite mercy, and the 
blood of CHRIST to put away its fins? — Can 
this: ſame life be reviewed with pleaſure, and 
give juſt confidence to diſarm TIM oh: its 2 


ſting ? 
JJ ⁵ cb 10000; 16995 50 


80 abfardwould.; it-be:; to look back upon 
our paſt life, for comfort i in death, however 
excellent our works may have been. But it 
is Well known, that no truly good perſon; 


ever truſts in his own righteouſneſs for com- 


fort. This is the miſtake of vain, idle people, 
who. know: neither Gon, nor themſelves : who 
firſt make their own rule of duty, and tlien 
applaud themſelves for their obſervance of it, 
becauſe they think they do no harm, and _ 
conduct 1 18 not fanclalaus. .. nnr inn 


F urther, The : attempt to ſubdue the fear 
of Death by conſciouſneſs of our own virtue, 
is in the ſight of Gop an high provocation, 
no leſs than a groſs abſurdity in jitſelf: be- 
cauſe it pours contempt upon the heaven · ap- 
ren of 3 this laſt enemy. 

The 
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The {cripture teaches, „that the death of 
© CHRIST alone aboliſhed death; — that He 
« taſted.ideath for every one of the ſoris He 
e ſhould bring o glory, to deliver” them; 
F; ho through fear; of death, were all their 
s literime ſubject ca bondage. Te ſciip- 


tyre teaches us, that the Savior led Sim, 
Death, { And; Hell, Our captivity captive z and 


the World, as we have ſeen, is to end wirh 


his triumphant appearance, as tlleir deftroytr; 
Every attempt, therefore, to oyercome them 


hy confidence in our own righteouſneſs, is a 
lacrilegious attack upon his glory. A claim, 


derogatory to the merit of the blbod of the 
Lamb: — A claim, Which eclipſes the Sun of 


righteouſneſs. | He is as nothing; the well- 


ſpent life is All: for we may as Teafonably 


attempt to move at once in oppoſite direc- g 


tions, as to find acceptance with Go in 


part from our own righteoufriels; and in pare f 


*. the ſacrifice of CHRIST. A - 


Fate! miſtake - imma Wk e . 
2 people fall, through, pride and ignorarice. 
Baſe treatment of Him] who in his own per- 

ſon overcame the ſharpneſs of Death, and 


then, as the great High Prieſt of his church, 
þ Vn the ** into the Holieſt, by his o-＋]ã ꝓnx. 
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blood. 
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| blood. — Self-exaltation offenſive, in the 
| fight of Gos, as matter of fact ſtrongly indi- 
cates! For viſit dying perſons, who, as is 
common, endeavor to cover themſelves witli 
this falſhood, you will find them, though in 
full poſſeſſion of their reaſon, miſerably de- 
jected... Their lips drop not a ſingle expref. 
fion to comfort afflicted relations, or con- 
found infidels, by a Chriſtian triumph in their 
laſt hours. Nor is it ſtrange, that the Light 
of Life ſo defpiſed, ſhould not viſit them, or 
that there ſhould be no appearance of any 
advantage, received from dhe EO in ee 
| wi over: this laſt ee ach 1 engen 
op. = friends, 8 0 
treat the ſick and dying, as if Death was the 
purſuivant of incenſed juſtice, the beginning 
of ſorrows. And men of this ſelf-righteous 
character love to have it ſo; becauſe the leaſt 
hint that the Judge is at the door, would 
ſtrike them with a pannic. What can have 
the appearance of deluſive hope more than 
this? Now is the time of trial. Now, when 
the underſtanding ſtill remains entire, let pleaſe” 
ing reflections on a well-ſpent life, do the of- 
| fice-of a Savior. Now let us ſee the anſwer 
of a good conſcience towards God, and bold 
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tel to enter into the Holieſt RET | i 
out the KPIs © of Kadi e and che 1 


of his reſurrectio n. 


II his gloomy awful manner of meeting 
Death, ſtrongly ſuggeſts the idea of. falſe de- 
pendence, and the hope of an hypocrite; ; the 
ſcripture is poſitive in this point. It accuſes 
all, who build their expectation of mercy from 
Go on a well-ſpeart life, as fruſtrating his 
grace — and making the death of CHRIS 
appear fooliſhneſs itſelf: for if there be a 


law which can give life, then CrurzsT is dead 


in vain. All who expect mercy in this way, 
are of the works of the law: but ſo many 


ee 48 are of the works of the law, a are Ad » 


Gal, iii. 


Mig, 
if have Auelt the dine on i chis miſtike” in 
hopes of relieving many ſerious and devout 
people, whoſe cafe is pitiable indeed: They 


ſtrive to be prepared for eternity, by doing 
many things which are commanded, yet the 


dread of Death perpetually haunts them, They | 


tremble as much at the thought of appearing 


before Gov, as if He was an inexorable Judge, 


and'not a tender Father. This dread is « owing, 
not to any particular offences, Which pain 
ö . their 


— 


s 
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their conſciences, but to a falſe reliance. on 


RE Ck Len be . to baer kind 


the 1 1mport, and believe the truth of the glo- 
rious proclamation. mage from Megs 105 the 


full ler of, ew dying, creatures. 


Vice) In this rrlbuntain (on which e 
41 flain, an offering for lin). ſhall the Loxp 
of hoſts make unto all 3 people a feaſt of 

ah... things, a feaſt' of wines on the lees; a | 

« feaſt" of 5 fat things full of marrow, of wines 


on the lees, well refined” Such a foul-ſa- 


tisfying repaſt, are ac the ſpiritual bleſſings i in 
bf! heavenly things, in Cngisr Jzsvs.” And 


to crown them all, as it follows, „ He will 


« deftroy in this mountain (by the death of 
CHRIST) the face of the covering caſt over 
« all people, and the vail that is ſpread. over 
« all nations,” (in that; dreadful darkneſs, 


which our diſſolution brings with it.) „ He 
« will ſwallow up death in victory, /a. XXV. 


Arquaint thyſelf with this almighty con- 
queror, and the laſt Enemy ſhall no more ap- 
pall thee. After the example of Jacob, Maſes, 


David, and St Paul, thou ſhalt expreſs thy 


confidence 


7 1 ® 
1 we T 
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confidence, when thy fleſh is failing. 4. He 
& who liveth, and behold He was dead, and 
« js alive again, and liveth for evermore, and 
<« hath the keys of death and of hell,” will 
not diſappoint thy unfeigned dependence upon 
the blood of his croſs. If the full uſe of thy 
reaſon is. preſetved, thy faittſhall cheer thy 
heart. The time would fail, but to name the 
multitude who have triumphed under moſt 


afflictive, mortal diſeaſes — who then have teſ- | 


OUL. ON} 


* 


takes, we ſhould, with to die in peace, when 


diſtreſs us, and the taking final leave of dear- 


eſt relations, add much to our ſufferings, 


5124 „ | of, 1 45 "TED : 2 2 27 
May the Reader and Writer of theſe lines 


feel, and thoſe around us ſee, that even when 


we are dying, we ars ſaved out of the bands 
of death. How ſhall we then magnify. the 


$4 'S &S +3 


horn of falvation, and confirm the faith of 


thoſe who have believed in his name] Our 
memory ſhall thus in the nobleſt manner, he 
NETaye ds, 


engraven on the hearts of relations and frien 
| * 3 Eb who 
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cho will be taught to connect with our. de- 


parture, a lively idea of their bleſſedneſs, 
c who die in the Loxp,” 5. ; 
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CHAP. XX. 


On the Groenant of Grate: 


. 5 3 may Hs "Lie FR 


has been offered, how well that grand 


| title of Horn of Salvation, becomes the Lorp: 
ſince he redeems his people from the curſe of 


the law; from the dominion of Satan ; from 


the power of this evil world; from their in- 
nate e from death el, and a 
eee 5 5 


This 3 75 finners, in 3 as . | 


drops of dew, we are authorized to affirm, is 


the grandeſt manifeſtation of the glory of 


SGop, Epbeſ. in. 10. 1 Pet. i. 12. A ſcheme 
of divine beneficence, reaching in its ſaving 


efficacy from the firſt offence in paradiſe, to 


the day of CHRIS r's ſecond appearance — 
T9 promiſe to e and afterwards eſtabliſhed 


with 


1 135 . 
A "Abraham and his ſeed, 5 a covenant r ye 
PN GOD. (5/8 | 
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" Thas: ſupremely. great is Lc OY which 
Zacharias teaches. us to-- conceive of this af- 
fair, by declaring that the horn af ſalvation 
was raiſed MBE ot oct bt — 
* To perform — mercy 5 to our 
« fathers, and to remember his holy Cove- 
< nant: The eath which He ſware to our fa- 
ther Abraham, that he would grant unto 
d us, That we. being delivered out of the 
hands of our enemies, might ſerve Him 
„ without fear, in holineſs and N 
* before Him, all the days n our e $02 


- Obſerve, the coming of C KRIS TS calle 
merqy to the fathers: by parity of reaſon, it 
muſt be ſo to all the faithful before his birth, 
no leſs than to them. Accordingly, the ſcrip- 
ture ſaith, His blood was ſhed for the res 
miſſion of ſins which are paſt,” and for | 
__ the redemption of tranſgreſſions, . which 
were under the firſt teſtament.” Nor'was 
it unknown to the fathers, or the faithful, 
that they were to be ſavedi in the Loxp: for tho? 
the Jews in general, like Chriſtians, grovel- 
Fg in earthly purſuits, only expected a Me- 
Af K'4 | * 


8 136 > ra 
fiah, whe would exalt their depreſſed nation 


to the height of temporal dominion 3 yet the 


ſpiritual ſeed always looked for a ſpiritual 
Redeemer. They ſaw the promiſes (of 
Cunts r) afar off, and were perſuaded of 
„ them, and embraced them, counting thettt- 
. ſelves pilgrims: and ſtrangers here below.” | 


4 „enden were the Cal 05 | 
for his grace, that they ſerve as examples of 
ther e's righteous works, nor Enoch's walk 
with Gop; neither Noab's dauntleſs courage 
in ſtanding forth a preacher of righteouſneſs 
to thè world of the ungodly, nor Abrabum's 

oft- illuſtrious faith, could have preſerved 
ie from periſhing. Norwithſtancling their 
good qualities, they muſt have died in their 
fins, Had they not found redemption in the 
blood of CUxisT. Through Him they ob- 
rained: every excellency which adorns their 
names; the precious faith in which they lived 
and died, with the crown of glory at the end 
of their warfare. All was difpenſed to them 


on the Savior's account, through their rela- 


tion to Him: for pretenfions of any kind to 
ſuch favors from thelr own” obedlence, they 


| oy Had none. The ey "were ſinners ready to 
. periſh, 


[ 197 „ 
periſh, when GOD was pleaſed' to'chidofe thi 
call them by his grace; at their beſt eſtate- 
polluted; and in eralting cem to paradiſe,” 
mercy rejoieed againſt judgment: for” ar "off 
times the wages of ſin was death, and eter- 
c nal life the gift of G05. l 
0 _EmmisT 0 our Lord. 25 


fry ers, plainly teaches, Is 
aan Sith all Ja that'the ſalvation 


of thoſe who for goodneſs ſtand at the top of 


their ſpecies," is ſtilb al of grace. Boafting 
is enfadidy no: ow of human merit is N 


as Aae as e ogy ſt wrath 28 ee” 
muſt be r re to don Lamb n 


bi e err LE * 4 #3 * 
2 ih 1 

* a * at «firſt Gaby with 

our particularly ſpecifying the ſpiritual bleſs- 

ings it compriſed) was afterwards ratified with 


» 2 


Abraham and his ſeed by a Covenant. And 


when he, at the divine command, inſtantly of 
fered up in ſacrifice his ſon, his only ſon 1/aac, 


whom he loved; in honor of that amazing 3 


of faith, Gop was pleaſed to confirm the holy 


OVE E both tranſactions, 


W = ſubſequent 
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Jesus 
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ſubſequent ſcriptures declare,” (Gal. iv. 28. 


Heb. vi. 17.) Abrabam ſtood as the Repreſen- 
tative, and Father of all the Faithful; every: 
individual of which immenſe ſociety, was no 
leſs included in the Covenant _ nent than | 


the Patriarch himlelf 


The * was F unfolded % 
the prophets, till at the diſtance of a thouſand 
years from Abrabam, Jeremiah publiſhed _ 
following ample account of i: 
This ſhall; be the Covenant that I will 


« make with the - houſe of Jae, after thoſe 


days, ſaith the LORD; I will put my law 


{1 < in their inward parts, and write it in their 


ie hearts, and will be their Gop, and they 
4 ſhall be my people. And they ſhall teach 
« no more every man his neighbor, and 
every man his brother, ſaying, Know the 


«Lord; for they ſhall all know me, from 
< the leaft of them unto the greateſt of them, 


«faith the Loxy; for I will forgive their 
<-iniquity,” and I will remember their fin 1 no 


\\ more, Fer. xxxi. 335 34 N 22 0 


H What e en and falta 3 


ſion was it in the LoxD Gon, thus to bind 
8 Wa under the moſt ſolemn eng I 0 


- parent ig fave 


faye his people! . au this was done, in Pity to, 


their ſlowneſs of "heart i in — upon the 
force of a ſingle declaration, though from Jer. 


HOVAH Himſelf.” Well He Enel what dif: 


treſs the guilty. feel, when. they behold the 
glory of his majeſty, all the purity of his na- 
ture; when they underſtand the deteſtable 
qualities of fin, and the high aggravations 
which haye attended their own offences in 
particular What diſmaying thoughts poſſeſs 
the mind, when men perceive the devices of 
Satan; the force of natural luſts in ſoliciting 
forbidden gratification ; the bewirching al- 
lurements in ſenſual objects; the torrent of 
evil cuſtom, their own impotence, and the 
deceitfulneſs of the human heart: Let againſt 


all theſe hoſtile armies combined together, 


muſt they conſtantiy urge their way to hea⸗ 


yen, if ever they arrive there. Well the Loy | 


Go knew what muſt be the impreſſion from 
theſe things, upon minds become ſenſible of 
their expoſed condition: ſenſible of the ob- 
ſtacles, dangers, and enemięs before them. 


Either they muſt throw. off all: concern for 


ſalvation, in deſpair of ſucceſs, or be perpe- 
tually haraſſed with the dread of periſhing by 
their foes at laſt: for if in theſe circumſtances, 

| ration were no more than en to him 
that 
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that ſhould 6 overcome, DR endure to the oo 5 
this would contribute very little to reli ieve 
their diſtreſs, becauſe the intereſting painful 
queſtion would. {till force -itſelf upon their 


minds, But who is ſuffcient for theſe things? 
And after the leaſt wilful deyiation from duty, 


or advantage gained over them by the enemy, 
they would be led to ſay, If we could not 


ſtand, how ſhall we ariſe when fallen? F. or 
theſe conditional promiſes, though neeeſſary 
to define the character of the people of Gon, 


and confront abuſers of the doctrines of 
grace, in no degree inſure ſucceſs. But this 
is the very bleſſing, which. our tempted, ex- 
poſed, and aſfaulted condition requires. As 
a ground of confidence towards Go p in theſe 
perilous circumſtances, the church needs, what- 
the armies of Iſrael enjoyed i in old time, an 
abſolute promiſe, that their enemies ſhould 
fY fall before them i in battle.“ | 


"Wika the Promiſe, Covenant, 10 Oath of 


. Gov, are given for this great purpoſe, and re- 
ceived by faith, his people can meet all their 
foes, numerous, mighty, ſubtil, and ſucceſsful 


too as they have been, without diſmay; can en- 
dure the hardſhips of war with patience; can 
vcd expect à favorable turn, when all 
8 | ſeems 


gs 1 

ſeems to be againſt them; can renew the 
charge, though vounded and driven back, 
depending upon the fuccor they ſhall aſſur 

receive; and pleach for it with growing impor- 
unity as dangers;proſs; till the ene off - More 
than conquerors ſinging, · Nat: unto us, nat 
<« unto us, but unto thy name be all the praiſe, 
5 ON thy: eee ech traght's 
* r 1166751011195 Ane 261% "i, . * 


Without — holy bac, and Oath! Fr 
| Gov, to aſcertain beyond failure the ſalva- 

tion of his people, Redemption itſelf wants g 
ſolid foundation to reſt an, "and muſt be de 
feated : for how ſhould thoſe be able to. cope: 
with the tempter, ( more. than a match for 
Adam in paradiſe)who are deſtitute of his öri- 
ginal righteouſneſs? How, without poſitive 
aſſurance of all- ſufficient help from Gm 
are they to preſume they ſhall conquer an 
army of foes, ſtronger by many degrees, than 
dhat which vanquiſhed our firſt father in all 
is nee ſtrength! 120 


N +> 12 


But thanks be to G0 for 2 rider: Coyt- 
nant, eſtabliſhed upon new and better pro- | 
miſes 5 He has A ba the hearts of his ark , 
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$48 left upön record his hab Sites 
25 10 fiche tler fouls, in the following Ext 
press terms VI ift off notrtu t e 
„ Gb, meh were aburidaritly to ſhew 
W%Ynto the heirs'of ' promiſe; ithe'itrimutabili ty 
of his counſel, obttfirifd K Vf; an Oath, 
A that by es km et ditable things. in wWllich it 
« Was AN de for Gov to He, we might 
e have a ſtrong conſolation; who have fled 


for refuge, to lay hold on the hope ſet, be- 


: fore us: which ho e we have, as an anchor 


f the four.” 115 ſure and. Redfaft, wha 


: of 47 ans 7 


enterech into that within the veil, 'whither 


$58 31% af? 


«the Forerunner' is for us. entered, even 
4 ESUS, made an high prieft for e ever, after 


& the order of Melcbiſedec” Heb. - vi. 3 
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The ſame idea of compleat Redemption, 


Furburias teaches in this prophecy: for the 
Born of ſalvation was raifed up, that the peo- 
F ot, Gov, “ being delivered out of the 


hands of their enemies,“ and affured of 
glory by the Covenant and Oath of JE HO 
van, „might ſerve Him without fear, in 


* Jolinels and righteouſneſs before Him, « all 


6 the days of. their life.“ >; 


25 Behold the utmoſt wiſh: of Apen ent. 


4 | ads an abſolute ſecurity that they ſhall per- 
ſevere 


13 J 

&vere i in dutiful allegiance, and untorrupted + 
affection to the Lonxp; neither ſeduced by © 
ſenſual allurements, nor ſupplanted by the de- | 

ceit of the ſubtil, nor overpowered: by the 
aſſaults of the ' mighty ; but having cheir 
heads covered in the day of dattle, | ſhall re- 
turn victorious from the hard- fought field 
to be unto their Gop for. Py; and for 
an” e fign, ahi hal y not $9) 957 
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Au an chow fs abſolately PINE in behalt 
of the people of Gov : for they are;# viſited; 
«redeemed, and delivered by the horn * 
ſalvation . out of the hands of their enemies, 
that they may ſerve, * and His Word an and 
Oath are given that they ſhall ſerve Him in 
holineſs, in devout obſervance of all his ordi- 
natices ; thankful for their deliverance; ac- 
knowled ing; his 1 dominion by un- 
ſelves, bs to bis eee dee ef al the ane 
that is done. in them and by them ; zealous 
for his honor, and active in advancing his 
_ cauſe. 


C4 5.4 5) 


. "His: people have alſo infallible ſecurity, 
that © they ſhall ſerve Him in nn 3 


that 


that is, in the 3 r and truth, 
juſtice, 8 and charity towards all men, 
ef e ee the brethren,” All. che days of 
their Ife zuin the conſtant tenor of their con- 
de e the Lad, from pure motives; not 
ſuch as pride or hypocriſy, gelen aß Rraifes - 
— Flkeloxe, ſuegelt. Giro 411. 7 


j 9 », * : 


u is the ſcripture chiral a of the pep: = 

Ms _ God. © What can be concerved more ü 

excellent? To ſerve the Lox p, is the glory 

of angels; to ſerve Him as they da, full of 

reyerence, yet free from Oavith fears, or pain - 

| ful ſuſpi cions, is the privilege. of his eagle, E 

T6 To wear the. royal livery of holineſs to the 

& Loxpy? amidlt all theig infirmities, temp- 

tations, and enemies, ſtill perſevering in obe- 

- dience, 43: their high diſtinction. Such a 

charming idea, the inſpired writers unani- 

moully teach us to conceive of the myſtical : 
eee, n is his e 
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| Tun Web of 5 e ene 
the miſtake of accounting the know-" 
ledge of Salvation, wild enthuſiaſm, ſpiritual 
pride, a and blaſphemous preſumption, as it is 
common to do. For a preſent deliverance from 
the curſe of the Law, the dominion of Satan, 
the World and the Fleſh, wrought by the 
power of the Lon, in conſequence! of a Co- 
venant and an Oath, for the benefit of his 
church, inſuring. their perſeverance ( in __. a 
c neſs and righteouſneſs. all the days: of their 
« life,” is a demonſtration, that they hall 
never periſh;, and, according to expreſs teſti. 
mony of holy writ, OR. * to be 90 Gene 
ſtood and believed. 


I beg leave, ail to offer ſome nn; 
in favor of a doctrine, which, from the begin- 
ning, has been the glory and triumph of Chriſ- - 
tians, though now, with other conſiderable 
parts of Reyelation, fallen into general con- 


tempt, and treated with deriſion. 9 ö 
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It is plain then, from many declarations, 
that G op greatly delights in the members of 
Cnr1sT, as their reconciled F ather, and they 
are commanded fo to regard Him. * I ſay 
e not unto you, that I will pray the Father 
« for you; for the Father himſelf loveth you, 
« becauſe you have loved me, and naye be- 
«y 'lieved that I came out from Gov,” Hut 
this paternal love cannot be manifeſted in 
temporal bleſſings; becauſe many of the faith- 


ful in every age, are poor, afflicted, and evil 


intreated; Nor would profperity ſatisfy them; 
becauſe they value and long for Salvation, 5 
above all things. With one heart and voice 
they fay, „Thy favor, O Gop, is better than 
gel life itſelf. How then can he act towards 
them the part of a gracious Father, if in a 

world full of troubles, and incapable of being 

e with TORE they are. o be 1 
e Yer it muſt be ſo, unleſs oy enjoy 

the knowledge of Salvation; becauſe without 
this, though the Lozp of glory be cgontem. 
plated hanging on his croſs a Propitiation for 

ſin; though. the promiſes made to +5 perſe- 
« vyerance in well-doing” be received; and 
they are now ' conſcious, that 6 with ſimplicity 


ce and 
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« and godly ſincerity, they have their eonver- 
* ſation; yet ſince no certainty can be ob- 
tained; that they ſhall be preſerved in this 
ſtate ; — ſince the moſt ſincere at one time, at 
another may prove moſt inſincere; and true 


worſhippers, may turn out traitors, rebels, 


apoſtates. In circumſtances thus to the laſt 
degree precarious, what peace can be enjoyed 
in the ſervice, or family of Gop? What peace 
when none can be ſure, till they join * the 
« ſpirits of the juſt made perfect, that they 


ſhall eſcape © the fire, FEE ag _ "ag; | 


* and his angels? N 


Should it be ld. that upright Chriſtians 
may have a good hope, though no knowledge 
that they ſhall be ſaved: I reply, this muſt 


be founded upon the promiſe of Gop to pre- 
ſerve them, and muſt caſt out fear, or it will 


not manifeſt to them the love of Gop as their 


reconciled father. But if the foundation of 


this good hope is the promiſe of Gov, and 
the effect ſtrong conſolation, there is the full 


aſſurance of faith, Whether che name be . 


| mitted, or not. 


Defided 3 If 60 OD: 55 the 3 45 


0 all 5 are his children by faith in JESUS 
E 2 CHRIST, 
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"Hg IST, (as the ſcripture affirms,) why are 
the endearing teſtimonies of his love, to be 
withheld from them? When our own chil- 
dren prove their affection to us by chearful 
obedience, are we wont to be reſerved on our 
part, in giving them to know the pleaſure we 
take in them? Are we backward in aſſuring 
them, that we ſhall promote their welfare to 
the utmoſt of our power? Such tokens of 
paternal love always invigorate filial affection, 
& If ye then, being evil, know how to give 
«7 good things unto your children, how much 
„ more ſhall your heavenly father, give the 
% holy Ghoſt to them who aſk for Him?“ 
The holy Ghoſt, whoſe office is to be the ſeal, 
'the comforter; the earneſt and 4 pledge o of ons 
SUR inheritance. Hen 


1 then wall thoſe A anſem it to 
God, who chooſe to diveſt Him of the bowels 
of a father? who brand with opprobrious 
names, the rich communications of his love 
to thoſe who. walk with him uprightly? who 
repreſent, Him only in the awful character of 
moral Governor and Judge of all, ſure to 
make ſtrict inquiry into our conduct, but ſeem 

prejudieed ſtrangely againſt the conſequences 
- of. that 1 relation of an affectionate 
= 5 Parent 3 
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parent; that © his ſecret ſhould: be with them 


<« who fear Him, and that He ſhould ſhew 


& them his Covenant ;—that he ſhould come 


& unto them, and make his abode with them, 
“e filling their hearts with peace and joy in 
«© believing, and cauſing them to abound in 
* ** hope, through the power of the holy Ghoſt. 


But if we are taught to conclude from the 
N of Gop, and his paternal love to the 
church of CHRIST, that He will give them to 


know, that they ſhall certainly be ſaved, the -- 


truth of this conclufion is much more con- 
firmed, when the knowledge of Salvation is 
proved to be the beſt preſervative from diſ- 


obedience, and the ſtrongeſt incitement to 


lead a holy life. Vet in the very nature of 
things, every ſuperabundant manifeſtation of 
undeſerved love, when underſtood, muſt have 
this effect. For though we may abuſe and in- 


ſult mercy exerciſed towards us, it is only 


whilſt we know nor our own deſerts. Thoſe 
_ who think they have received but little, will 
bs love Title, whatever fayors are beſtowed upon. 
them. Thoſe, who contrary to their acknow- 
ledged demerit, have received much, will love 
much; as CRRISTH has decided the matter. 


| And & if any man love Gon, he will keep his 


L 3 commandments, 


\ 
/ 
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I 
commandments. | Almoſt incredible are the 
efforts, which have been made to ſerve a be- 
loved iperſon; where ſenſe of excellency in the 
object, has concurred with gratitude for fa- 
vors received. Such inſtances are the embel- 
liſnment of hiſtory, the mana and 8 
of all mankind '. be wy, 


Moſt ſtrange . would it be, and contrary. 
60 the very conſtitution of our nature, if the 
manifeſtation - of Gop's everlaſting love, to 
thoſe who knaw they- -deſerve everlaſting ' de- 
ſtruction (which is the caſt of all real Chriſ- 
tians) . ſnould not conſtrain them to love Him 
1 Pon Af in e all a wen as Fe! 18. 


1 " 5 5 % 


G3 nfo; a Bent ee 
To place us only ako Foes polhbility of 
bo life, by. a conditional ranſom, (pardon 
VVV 


*The common people of all nations, even ſoldiers and 
failors, though in general immoral, to a proverb, always 
ſhew the force of love upon their hearts towards a com- 
paſſionate, generous commander. Thouſands of his ſol- 
diers would ſooner facrifice their lives, than ſee him 
. periſh for want of their help. Nay, if it be but a dog, who 
has ſet his heart upon us, there are very few, who feel 
not themſelves conſtrained by the affeftion of the poor ani- 
mal to love him again, From hence calculate the force 
with which the knowledge of the everlaſting love 'of 
Gov e . muſt in its natural tendency operate. 


„„, 
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the expreſſion) or to encourage us it in the 
midſt of ten thouſand foes with a conditional,” 
promiſe, that if we exert ourſelves to the end, 

as we ought, we ſhall conquer; but without 
poſitive Afcranek of all- ſufficient aid to per- 
ſeyere, leaves a dread upon the, ſpirits of 
falling 1 into endleſs "miſery, by a final miſcar- 
riage: for we can never tell what a total 
change 6f our condition from good to the re- 
verſe, a year, or a day may bring forth. Con- 
ſequently, if our concern for falyation is ſtrong, - 
we muſt be agitated, like men, Whoſe All lies 
at ſtake in a moſt perilous enterprize, where 


few in compariſon eſcape with their life. 


What joyous hope, what warmth of grati- 
tude, can ever ſpring from ſuch a proſpect? ? 


_ Suppoſe, on the contrary, that G05 * his 
great! love wherewith He loved us, is pleaſed 
ro make a Covenant, and confirm that Cove- 
nant by Oath, that all who really commit 
their poor, helpleſs, guilty ſouls into his hands, 
who is given for ſalvation to the ends of the 
earth, ſhall, maugre all their enemies, © ſerve 
«- Him in holineſs and righteouſneſs before 
Him all the days of their life,” and be raiſed 
up Eyery one at the laſt N 
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Ho forcibly adapted 18 ſuch a ſary 


| grant to engage the heart in the ſervice of 


Gop; to make men fear and tremble before 


his goodneſs, feeling ſomething of a ſacred 


horror, when ſolicited to preſumptuous of- 


\ fences! How mighty in efficacy to load them 


with condemnation, and fill them with a ſenſe 
of their own vileneſs, ſhould they commit Gn ! 


And thus, Prove the means of their recovery. 


Facts confirm the truth of this teaſoßing. 0 
We cannot deny the ſalutary effects, which 
flow from a manifeſtation of the everlaſting 
love of Gop to the ſoul, when we ſee the 
wiſeſt, humbleſt, beſt of men, made ſuch by 
this very means. For inſtance, Abraham was 
an idolater, a Syrian ready to periſh ; — but 


when Jzyovan appeared to him, promiſing to 
be his Gop, and his exceeding great reward,” 
he was ever after the Friend of Gap, Jacob, 


Moſes, Samuel, and Daniel, all C hriſtians agree 
to admire, and are commanded to imitate.— 
What made them to differ ? The love of Gop 
manifeſted to them in ſuch an abundant de- 
gree, Who does not ſtand amazed at the 
lives of the apoſtles, and above all at the la- 
bors of St Paul? yet how few diſcern the cauſe 
of their ſuperior ALD They all loved 
much, 
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much, becauſe they were all aſſured, FRE 
their names were written in the book-of 
„ life;” on which account, CurisT:com- 
manded them to rejoice, and not in their apo- 
ſtolic gifts or authority. He engaged his ye- 
racity, that when He left them, He would 
return gn, to receive 7 to "ny in 


85 * | * -4 ” 4 * a | 4 7A 


#4 ** 145 +1 3 2hdak T&j ts 4 £351 * * + * 3, ak 2 


| The aue certainty of ro falvation 
Was Poſſeſſed by the primitive church of 
CnRISsT. Witneſs the apoſtle's declaration 
0 the faithful at Corinth, that . all their afflic- 
< tions were light, and but for a moment; 
* becauſe, we knen, ſaith he, that when our 
6 earthly houſe of this tabernacle is diſſolved, 
4 we have a building of Gop, an houſe not 
& made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 
Witneſs his forbidding them to go to law be- 
fore unbelievers, by appealing. with ſurpriſing 
boldneſs to their knowledge that they ſhould 
judge the world and angels; — be preſent on 
_ thrones of glory to atteſt the juſtice of the 
final Wen paſſed on all that periſh, 1 Cor. 
vi. 2. Witneſs his commendation of the faith- 
ful, for © taking joyfully the ſpoiling of their 
66 * goods, IE they ro in Ter 
F 66: they 
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Human nature, PY is 3 18 at 9 
times the ſame, And our enemies and temp- 
tations are nearly ſo, Wherefore the ſame 
manifeſtation of the everlaſting love of God. 
to the ſoul, which produced in old titne ſuch 
excellent fruits, ſuch unſhaken attachment to 
God, would work in a ſimilar manner atpreſent. 
And it is upon this account that I conclude we 
muſt enjoy now, as fully as the faints of old 
did, aſſurance of the love of Gop towards 
us, in order to make us . followers of them 
who through faith and patience inherit the 
promiſes.” Since it ſeems a thing abſolutely 


impoſſible that ſuch Chriſtians ſhould love 


and delight to obey Gop, who think they 
bonor him and commend their own modeſty, 
by denying” the knowledge of ſalvation till 
the judgment · day, or the hour of death; like 


thoſe who were always confident that to be 


abſent from the body, would prove an imme- 
ne tranſlation 1 into the e of the Lon p. 


Further it is pee ON there ſhould 
be ſome invaluable privilege appropriated 
0 upright e * as a means, 
not 


E 


FF 
not. only of , engaging more ſtrongly their 
affections to the Lo R D, but of detecting 
and confronting falſe profeſſors of the Chriſ- 
tian Faith. This deciſive touch- ſtone is 
the knowledge of ſalvation. Talk only f 
an uncertain hope of going to heaven thro? 
the mercy of God, and you will find no one 
without it. From natural inſtinct, the baſeſt 
of men, flatter themſelves they ſhall eſcape 
the wratk to come; and conclude they know 
as much about their future allotment, as 
any body elſe does concerning themſelves. - 
Wherefore they remain eaſy and preſump- 
Wen in groſs darkneſs to the laſt. * 


1 * 


>. | 


But from the doctrine of this 3 
ſuch ſelt-deceiyers may be confronted. Their 
preſumption may be overthrown, by proving; 
that the faithful enjoy at preſent an ineſtima- 
ble privilege, to which they are utter ſtrangers. 
—Propound, the knowledge of ſalvation, 
built on oaths, and promiſes, and blood, 
promiſed to every member of CHRIS, which 
they all enjoy, or ſeek diligently to obtain; 

immediately the hypocriſy of falſe profeſſors 
ſtands detected, becauſe they are convinced 
in their own conſciences, that this precious 

gift from heaven belongs not to them. Hence 
they 
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they muft. confeſs themſelves to be what they 
are, or deny, againſt plain ſcripture evidence, 
that our heavenly Father is thus bountiful 
to his children. Wherefore in all the reſent- 
ment which envious ſelf-intereſt can excite, 
they blaſpheme the knowledge of falvation, 

unable to bear the fight it gives them, of 
their own poverty and miſery, as Cain was 
to endure the divine favor manifeſted to ne 
righteous brother, full of faith. 2 


Ladd further, it is s perfectly rational to con · 
clude, that different motives to obey Gop pre- 
dominate in the different ſtates, through which 
we muſt paſs in our way to heaven, Fear of 
wrath, like the rod to little children, is of great 
uſe, in alarming conſcience, in working by the 
principle of fſelf-prefervation upon captive 
finners to cry mightily for deliverance. Yet 

much more excellent principles afterwards ac- 

tuate the faithful; becauſe what proceeds only 
/ from ſervile fear, and mercenary ſelf- love, all 
mankind deſpiſe, How much more then muſt 
Gov reject it as refuſe? Tet ſo long as we 
live uncertain whether we ſhall be faved, 
higher motives to obey Gop can ſcarcely take 
place in our breaſts: becauſe if the weight 
ME eternal * is duly felt, but the iffue 
Sþo $6: ; remains 
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remains in abſolute wade 4 we muſt fear - 
more than love; dread more the puniſhment ' 
of fin than hate its properties ;—obey more in 
order to gain eternal life, than from delight 
in Gov, or his Commandments. And is not 
155 to be very mean, and ſelfiſh, and merce- 


; that is, unholy to the laſt? No fer: 
pres whatſoever, ſpringing from ſuch baſe 


principles can honor either the law, or the 
lawgiver. In che midſt of all we can do, with 
theſe views, we only reſemble the monkey, 
who refrains from breaking the china for fear 
of the whip, or is in very good humour for 
the ſake of the nuts! 


But this eds has no place, when we 


have received by faith, the promiſe, covenant, 
and oath of Gop, ' that we ſhall ſerve Him 


all the days of our life, in holineſs and 
« righteouſneſs before Him.” Obedience i in 
this caſe ſprings from gratitude and true no- 
bility of mind. It is obedience, in quality the 
fame as that which angels pay, obedience to 
the perfe& law of liberty. © The willof Gop 
« jg done on earth, as it is done in heaven,” 
not for any advantage to be gained—but 
becauſe the Lord is worthy't to receive glory, 
Om * and 1 and 8755 Worthy is the 
+ en 
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cc Lamb that was ſlain, for he hath redeemed 
c us to Gop with his blood. 


. heſe are ſome of the ſolid reaſons wha ve 


they ſhall dy be ſaved. The as 
therefore of wild enthuſiaſm, (ſo audaciouſly 
publiſhed by many modern divines againſt 
the full aſſurance of faith,) proves a charge 


derogatory in the higheſt degree to the good- 


neſs of Gop, towards his church; is in- 


E jurious to the cauſe of holineſs; contradicts 


repeated declarations of ſcripture ; and robs. 
the faithful of the' nobleſt motives to obey 
their Goo. 


© H A p. XXIII. 


A 1 further defence of the full me * 
Fai wn 


H E 1 2 5 caſt upon the church of 
CnRisr, as guilty of wild enthuſiaſm, in 
maintaining the knowledge of ſalvation, has 
been proved groundleſs.—No leſs ſo, is the 
charge of ſpiritual pride : for there is no 
pride in being abſolutely certain of what 


Gop has been pleaſed to beſtow. IS i it price 


in 


— 


1 
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in us to maintain, that we are greatly diſtin- 
guiſhed in the place of our nativity above 


flaves, Jews, Turks, and Idolaters? And 
why may we not poſſeſs, and know we do ſo, 


ſpiritual as well as temporal privileges, with; 


out ſelf-exaltation F Tr 


1 A U 


Beides all wa lag babes et re- 


. „ in Chiiſt himſelf, an infinitely richer 
gift than everlaſting falyation. - If it be no 


pride therefore in his church, to be certain 
He hath died for them, it can be none in 


them to affirm, that they ſhall be ſaved thro? 
his death: becauſe the favor of being ena- 


bled, to lead a holy life, and at the end of 


it to admiſſion into heaven, is as nothing, 
compared to redemption by the blood of the 
Son of Gop. If you have not known and 
believed this before, attend to an | obvious 
„ N ee 


* 
9 3 


What Gop is «pleaſe to; WE our attention 


upon, as the higheſt expreſſion of his love, 
muſt be beyond all compariſon! his richeſt 
gift, But our Gop never ſays; He ſo loved 
the world as to provide a future ſtate of re- 


ward for the righteous, but ſo as (10 give his 


& only begotten Son, to the end chat all Who 


believe in him ſhould not periſh but have 


& eee 
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15 everlaſting. life.“ Herrin is love — Herein 
is it. commended, that « He. gave his Son 
| to be © the propitiation for our ſins :” "who. 
died for. us, when we were enemies to Gon. 
— * Rivers of pleaſure at his right hand for 
<< evermore,” the ſcripture ſuppoſes, muſt. be 
their inheritance, for whoſe redemption a 
price above all price has been paid. If this 
be denied, what. force of concluſion, or idea 
of truth, can be found in St Paul's reaſon- 
ing? If when we were enemies, we were 
« reconciled to Gon by the death of his Son; 
« much more, being reconciled, we ſhall be 
„ ſaved by his life? He that ſpared not his 
4 Own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 
„ how ſhall He not 20 Hi im alſo, freely 5 
<, give us all things 5 


When the faithful therefore affirm as 
knowledge of Salvation, they only conclude, 
that He who loved them ſo much as to give his 
own Son for them, when in rebellion. againſt 
Him, will not, (after they have laid down their 
arms) ever love them ſo little, as to caſt them | 
into hell :—that * He who endured the croſs, 
deſpiſing the ſhame,” for the joy of ſaving. 
their ſouls, will not afterwards fee them periſh, 7 
22 want of ſanctifying — 1016 rh. 
Were 
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Were ſo great a privilege, as the Knowledge 
of Salvation, ſaid to be acquired through any 
goodheſs in themſelves, or ſecured by their own 
ſuperior wiſdom or power, it might be called 
ſpiritual pride. But when all is aſcribed to the 
Promiſe, Covenant, and Oath of Go, to Him 


alone is the whole glory given. II only 


make a Juſt eſtimate of their own ſtate, as He 
hath been pleaſed repeatedly to declare, and 
ſolemnly confirm it: For if children, then 
«heirs, heirs of Gov, and joint-heirs with 
60 Crnrsr Jzsvs.” And if his faithful people 


4 4. 


müſt not believe their ſalvation ſtands abſo- 


WE ſecured” upon this ſure foundation, for 1 
fear of ſpiritual pride; they muſt, in order to . 


be humble, regard the ſtrongeſt engagements, 


which GOD Himſelf can Se, with 2 and 


een, „ l wil 


To the charge . wild eee and ya 


IM pride, againſt thoſe, who maintain the 


knowledge of Salvation is a privilege of the 
Chriſtian church, that of blaſphemous pre- 
ſumption is generally joined; but without 


cauſe. For when men promiſe great favors, 


and, to. > exclude the moſt diſtant ground. for 4 


92 3 2 


calls it preſumption in 'the perdes to whom 


a» Ma, 


F 
c 
% 


1 
. —— 


T 162 J 
the promiſes are made, to conclude all will 
be fulfilled ? We ſhould think this {till more 
unjuſt, when, the ability, character, and-fide- 
lity of the en was dh es to 5 


aueh. 


If then the moſt High promiſes, covenants, 


and ſwears by H Himſelf, that his people being 
40 delivered out t of the hands of their enemies, 


60 ſhall ſerxe Him in holineſs and 9 85 
46 neſs before 5 all 141 1055 of their 93 


| Kis Word, þ Ki! Covenant, and perjure 


Himſelf, dy n not N the emed blels- 
ings 0 ont? 
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4 Agi What ſhould we think if an affec- 
tionate parent had not only ſubdued the ene- 


mies of his children, but left each of them at 


| his death, by will, a rich inheritance; by a 


will valld in law, and pleadable by every one 
of his heirs tlerein ſpecifſeck? Should we not 
lay, f ir is the mitention of the teſtator, that when 
this will is opened and read to them, they 
mould look upon the eſtate as their own? But 
ſuch i is | the caſs of Carr and his church, "We 
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ſtated at large in holy writ, to help our in- 
firmities in re of ſpiritual things. 


1:6 Becauſe the children were b en of 
< fleſh and blood, He alſo took part of the 


« ſame;” and ſhed his blood, to confitm to 


_ 
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them a teſtamentary right to che legacy He 
hath bequeathed them; which, for this reaſon, 
He calls © the blood of the New Teſtament.“ 
Ile is Himſelf © the Mediator of the New 
« Teſtament, that by means of death, for the 
<« redemption of the tranſgreſſions which-were 
under the firſt; teſtament, they which are 
“ called, might receive the BORE] of _— 
« inheritance,” 


The reality, 9 of this Will and Teſ- 
tament cannot be ſet aſide, without diſgracing 
our Lord and his Apoſtle, by interpreting 
away the efficacy of his death. But till this 
is ſet aſide, it can be no preſumption in the 
heirs to claim their inheritance under. that di- 
vine Teſtament, and be certain ey ſhall re- 
ceive it in all i its fulneſs. | 


| Should it be faid decke as s far a8 T an 


ridedfiand;" is the only remaining 6b; 35 
_ none can Know 5 are wenge the 


C © heirs. 
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heirs. J reply, this- is an imputation upon 
the wiſdom and goodneſs: of our Maker, al- 
moſt equal to the denial of the Teſtament it- 
ſelf. For we read in ſcripture, that Gop has 
made a Covenant, or Grant unto his people, 

which ſtands confirmed by his Oath, and rati- 
fied by the blood of CHñR TS T. Al this we 
read was done, that thoſe who flee for refuge | 
to lay hold of the hope ſet before them in 
CuRIST Jesvs, might have two immutable 
| things to truſt to, and derive from thence à 
ſtrong conſolation. But how can this be, when 


no one is to know, ene the benefit of this 


17 AAS” 


might Ribas well have never be given : 1180 | 
how trifling is the difference between no Co- 
venant and Oath, and between a Covenant and 
Oath to which no one can infallibly lay claim? 
And this objection is the morereproachful, and 
tte more weak, becauſe the holy Ghoſt, the Spi- 
rit of truth, is ſent © to ſeal the faithful to the 
te day of redemption, and to teach them to 
„know the things, which are freely given 
«unto them of Gov.” So that if none of 
the church of CHRIST, can know they ſhalt be 
faved, then neither the Love, Promiſe, Cove- 
nant, and Oath of the Father — neither the 


Lite, Death, Int terceſſion, and Grace of the 
. 


165 J 


Son, taught and confirmed by the Teſtimony 
of the holy Spirit, are a ſufficient foundation 
for the knowledge of Salvation. They can- 


not be ſafely depended on. Is not this wy blaſ-- 


men abſurdity 1 P 


Beware, therefore, ae, you jeu liberty s to 


abuſe the church of CHRIST, for maintaining 


their high privilege : ſince in ſo doing, you 
reflect equal diſhonor on the office each Per- 
ſon in the bleſſed Trinity bears in the plan 


of Salvation. Expoſe with what ſeverity you 


pleaſe every baſe pretender to this unſpeak- 
able grace, and we will, we do join with you. 
Men whoſe air and talk bewray forwardneſs 
and ſelf- conceit, and evil. tempers, confute 
their high pretenſions: Object to the making 
aſſurance of our eternal felicity, or intereſt in 


CHRIST, eſſential to the faith of a Chriſtian. 


We will allow the difference between weak 
and ſtrong behevers. But let not the truth 
itſelf, the glory of the church of CHRIS xr, 
the ſuperabundant loving- -kindneſs of Gop, 
be denied, reproached, and blaſphemed, on ac- 


count of many impoſtors. Amidſt the arts 
of ſubtil diſputants againſt CazisT, and the 


miſerable wran glings of profeſſed believers 


about the meaning of his words, attempt not 


M2 to 


ANN 


4 ed —— 
* 


[ 266 * 


to rob humble ſouls of what alone can carry 
6 them above all perplexity, the full aſſurance 
of underſtanding, faith, and hope. Attempt 
lt not to bereave the excellent of his flock of 
9 their joy in waiting for the dawn of eternity, 
by telling them, aſſurance is wild enthuſiaſm, 
and ſpiritual pride, Level not the children 
of light and of the day, with hypocrites and 
infidels in this moſt intereſting matter, the 
- knowledge of their future allotment. Nor 
go on to encourage all lazy, ignorant, wicked 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity with this, ſoothing 
falſhood, that none upon earth know that their 
fins are forgiven, and their ſouls ſhall be ſaved. 
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You cannot oppoſe the doctrine of the full 

aſſurance of faith, without maintaining it is 

for the honor of Gop, and the good of men, 

- that upright Chriſtians ſhould remain in dark- 

neſs, or doubt; contrary to what has been 
proved by {cripture teſtimony, 
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I would proceed one ſtep further, and in- 
treat you to examine, whence ſuch violent 
Prejudice againſt the knowledge of Salvation 
_ takes its riſe? Not from good-will to men, 
— becauſe the lot of humanity, calls loudly 
for ſuch a | healing balm, for ſuch refuge in 

life 
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life and death ; — not from zeal for Gon, or 


the honor of his word, becauſe this exceed- 
ingly exalts the grace of Gop, and unſpeak- 
ably enhances the value of Revelation; — not 
from a well-informed regard for holy] practice, 
becauſe the holieſt of men poſſeſſed the know- 

| ledge of Salvation themſelves, and earneſtly 
urged all whom they taught, © to make their 
< calling and election ſure.“ But i violent 


| prejudice againſt this doctrine, cannot take- 


its riſe either from love to Gop, or man, or ho- 
Unels, beware it does not ſpring f from a ere 
that others 2 ace fo mch mor favited ith 
yourſelf ; or from grofs ignorance, not having 
devoutly ſearched the Oracles of Gop; or 
from enyy, which cannot allow thoſe privi- 
leges to be groin BY another, which we 
poſſefs not ourſelves. AE, 
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05 the ao 2 of the Covenant "* Grace: - 


>H E doctrine of this 1 proves the 

fatal miſtake of many religious profeſ- 
ans. They juſtly affirm, that the Promiſe, 
Covenant, and Oath of Gop, are an infallible 
ſecurity, that not one of the Elect ſhall periſh. 
But at the ſame time, they ſeem ſtrangely. re- 
ſeryed and cool upon the point of ſerving the 
Lox, “ in holineſs and righteouſneſs before 
'« F Him, all the days of their life —4s if this 
was not as much ſecured, the means as the 
end, and no leſs a bleſſing. They will ſpeak 
perpetually of the infirmities, ſpots, and falls 
of the Elect; ſo that one is at a loſs to diſcern 
any holineſs in them, or any benefit they de- 
rive from CHRIST, except that of eſcaping the 
flames of hell at laſt, 


This is a miſtake, which it behoves every 
preacher and hearer of the Doctrines of Grace 
carefully to avoid, and zealouſſy oppoſe; 
becauſe it is very common to charge both 
Vith 


. ml. 
both with weakening the obligations to obe- 


dience, and making CHRIS a miniſter of fin.” 
— And where the Doctrines of Grace are 


taught, Satan has no other reſource to uphold 
his tattering throne, than that of beguilingmen 


— 


to imagine the everlaſting Covenant will afford 


protection, if not to Antinomian rebellion, 


yet to careleſsneſs, formality, and floth. At 
the ſame time it muſt be confeſſed, that from 


the Apoſtles? days to our own, this utmoſt 
ſtretch of human depravity has appeared, 
wherever the ſcripture · doctrines have been 
maintained. Some of the moſt falſe, proud, 
lewd, covetous, and oppreſſive of mankind, 
each practiſing his iniquity till death, have 
been fierce advocates for the everlaſting Co- 
venant, though enjoying not one bleſſing from 
I. is neceſſary on all theſe acccunts, to alledge 
ſeveral proofs that every religious profeſſor, 
who fancies himſelf excuſed in any degree 


from ſerving the LoxpD “ in holineſs and 


6 righteouſneſs,” under pretence of being ſafe 
in the everlaſting Covenant, is a miſerable 
| ſelf-deceiver, an hypocrite, and traitor in the 
church of CHRIS, againſt various indiſpu- 
table teſtimonies of his guilt and prevarication. 
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He is thus guilty againſt the plaineſt teſ- 
timony of the Covenant itſelf, of which he 


makes his odious boaſt; for this is boly — 


an abſolute grant of knowledge, power, and 
grace to his people, enabling them to ſerve 
the Logp acceptably.—“ I will put my laws 
<-mto their mind, and write them in their 


* hearts. They ſhall be to me a people, and 


9 


I will be to them a Gop .“ Wherefore the 
circumſtance of ſlightly regarding perſonal 
obedience, inſtantly ftamps a man's character, 


no leſs than calling JESUS accurſed. — It 


proves him to be an alien to the Covenant; 


L it convicts him of impoſture upon the ſpot, 


in laying claim to that divine grant, which 
is the promiſe and certain means of ſanCtifica- 


tion, himſelf remaining unſanctified. 


The end and de/ign allo of the Covenant and 


- Oath, no leſs than their nature, bear clear 


teſtimony againſt ſuch a religious profeffor, 
as an hypocrite. For both are proofs of the 
immutable purpoſe of Gop, to fave his peo- 
ple in a way of holineſs, which proofs they 
greatly need. To them, Sin is the greateſt 
evil. — They walk in a ſteep and flippery 
path, beſet with ſnares, and infeſted with 
watchful, cruel foes. 'So that they would be 

| utterly 
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utterly diſheartened, through the grievouſneſs- 
of the way, were they not comforted by gra- 
cious engagements from Gop in their behalf. 
All dependence, therefore, upon the Covenant. 
and Oath, for any other purpoſe or view, than 
to ſerve the Loxp with full aſſurance of fuc- | 
ceſs, is a barefaced perverſion of the expreſs {. 
deſign for which both were revealed. It is 
like perverting the proclamation of Salvation 
in Cartsr, (the grand encouragement for ſin- 
ners to return to GoD,).into a reaſon to hope 
for Salvation, though we never return to Him 


at all. 


The Covenant and Oath were given for the 
benefit of brave ſoldiers, to make them con- 
tinue ſuch, not to ſkreen one ſcoundrel cow- 
ard; to chear true-hearted, manly ſufferers 
for the ſake of their Commander. What is 
this to a traitor, who holds correſpondence with 
his foes, and favors them? Such an- one is 
proved pon the cleareſt evidence an impoſtor, 
- when he pretends to truſt in the Covenant, 
and ſhould be treated accordingly. . 


C 


Religious Wen of this caſt deceive 
themſelves, in contradiction to the practice of 
the moſt excellent, who have received the 

Covenant 
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Covenant and Oath of Gop, as an infallible ſe- 


curity to his church, that they ſnould be ſaved. 


Who ſpeaks ſo fully on the high ſubjects of 
Predeſtination and Election, from whence the 
Covenant ſprings, as St Paul? But did He 


flight perſonal obedience? Did He watch, 


did he pray, did he mortify fin,” or labor leſs 


in the ſervice of his Lok, on this account? 


Did He not appeal to the witneſſes of his 
life, and the ſearcher of his heart, how holily, 
ow juſtly, how unblameably He behaved? 


| What uſe did the primitive believers make 
of the Election of Grace, and of the everlaſt- 
ing Covenant, which St Paul preached? Did 


they think -ſlightly of perſonal obedience? 


On the contrary, ſee how he exults in the 
ſanctifying virtue of this doctrine. The be- 
levers at Rome were fpoken of, he tells us, 
through all the Chriſtian ſocieties in the em- 
pire, for the obedience of their faith. And 
he returns ardent thanks to Go for the 
churches of Theſſalonica, which were his glory, 
and examples to all them that believed in 


13 Miocene and Achata. 


There a are great mumbers alſo to \ this 08 
who reap the ſame glorious adyantage fram 
| the 


© ny | 


the everlaſting autem e. N- . diſcourſe is 


profitable and animating; their watchfulneſs 
and ſelf-denial, ing ; Met cordial regard 
to the duties of their ſtation, and their humi- 
Tops beautiful i in the oy of all around them.” 


? 
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NOW ads theſe ned e did 


not underſtand the nature, deſign, and end of 


the everlaſting. Covenant, or every careleſs 
profeſſor of faith in it, muſt 3 decor 
We muſt be full of bypocrify. - 1 


cles an unhappy raiſtake] is alſo made aint | 


tha teſtimony vf Conſcience, which can enjoy 
no peacewithGop, but in obedienceto his will. 
For, though ſome evil workers boldly affirm 
the Covenant is their ſure protection, no tively 
hope ſprings from hence. — It may ſtupify, 
like falſe dependence on the infinite mercy of 
God, ſo common in the world—but it can do 
no more; becauſe the Bible is the pretended 
warrant, from whence ſuch hypocrites would 
draw this concluſion in their own favor. But the 
Bible denounces wrath againſt all workers of 


iniquity, in terms to the full as plain, as thoſe 
vhich aſſert the infallible ſalvation of the Elect. 


Now it is not in the power of man ſo firmly 
to believe one part of the Book of Gov, "as 
from 
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from thence to 1 eaſy, with reſpect to eternity; ; 
and yet ſo firmly diſbelieve at the ſame time, 
3 another part of the ſame unerring volume, as 

not to dread the wrath it denounces to our 
; condemnation. — Beſides, peace of conſcience 
is the gift of Gov, which hypocrites can never 
38 receive: becauſe He is of purer 2 than to 
beileus, ind ade char Gow, every heart 
not hardened: to perdition, muſt ach. 


po large experience of his love, joined | 


Ny to clear knowledge of the adorable plan of 
1 Salvation, makes no difference at all in this 
[ matter. No ſooner can ſin be deliberately 
committed by thoſe who are > juſtified, and fhall 


| certainly be ſaved, than the ſoul inſtantly ſuf- 
: fers, as the body does by a ftroke of the palſy. 
q The divine preſence withdraws, the love and 
| il glory of Cur1sT become obſcured; — condem- 
1 nation fills the conſcience. The hands which 
would now lay hold on the Covenant, ſhake 
and tremble: : diſtreſſing doubts and fears, 
whether all paſt experience has not been a delu- 
ſion, ſtrongly aſſail the mind. Prayer is with- 
dut acceſs to God, or any comfort, till broken- 
1 0 neſs of heart begins, and ſincere lamentatian 
1 for the offence, till the Lonp has been often 


and 


L 76 J | 
8 pd earneſtly beſought to heal the enn | 
and reſtore comfort to the mourner. ö 5 


All theſe particulars we read in the ns 
ſeripture-daints, after they had been overtaken — 

with a fault. We find them recorded in the 

lives of the moſt excellent; —and they are e- 
perienced by every member of CuRISsT, when- } 
ever betrayed or ſuprized into any evil thing, 
CORSrary ta the tenor of his upright candu(.: 


And till Gop ceaſes to be holy, to be) jea- 
lous, to love his, people, and promote their 
Intereſt, theſe things mult be ſo. Otherwiſe, Y 
He would encourage them to deſpiſe his holy | 
authority, and lightly regard committing, what | 
his ſoul abhorreth. Conſequently, all reli- 
gious profeſſors, who trifle with ſin, or think 
little of the abſolute neceſlity of bringing RE 
forth Fruit unto holineſs, under pretence that 
they are re fafe in the Covenant, either know no- 
thing of the grievous ſelf-reproach and diſ- 
treſs which ingenuous minds feel upon offend- 
ing Gop, or foaming out their own ſhame, 
ſpeak as if there was no other reaſon to re- 
frain from fin, than to eſcape the miſery of 
hell. Provided therefore infernal miſery ean 


be avoided, i it is of fall moment, whether 
_ Gop 


\ 
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Go be pleaſed or provoked. Is not this the 
very ſentiment”! rol W 72401 ck "Art CREED. 
wann 8 | 


Ne ; 


euch tha Profeſiors en elde 
ſelves. againſt the cleareſt teſtimony of the ah 
ſolute neceſſity of perſonal holineſs, in order 
to enjoy heaven itſelf All pleaſure ſprings 
from ſuitableneſs in the object, to the faculty 
which it gtatifies. Sounds full of ſweeteſt 
melody can give no pleaſure to the palate, 
nor delicious food to the ear, from want of - 
this correſpondence.” For the very ſame rea- 
ſon, a place of perfect purity, cannot poſſibly 
yield ſatisfaction to the unclean. The preſence 
of holy angels, and an holy Gop, have nothing 
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In them to pleaſe ſuch fallen ſpicits, but all 


to confound” them. We ſee ſome, even upon 
earth, ſo divinely changed, that the ſlaves .of 
ſin are under reſtraint and; awe before them, | 
What then muſt be the effect of infinite | 
ſanctity? 1 here can be no paſſage, from: A. ; 
ſtate ' of natural depravity, to an immediate | 
poſſefſion of glory. Sinners mult firſt come 
as living ſtones, and be built up in Curnr, 
a ſpiritual honſe, an holy prieſthood to offer 


up ſpiritual facrifices, acceptable to Go D by g 


Him:: in which holy education, the very tem- 
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per. and conſtitution of heaven is obtained. 
The whole ſcripture teaches this truth, but 
never more clearly, than in the paſſages which 
aſſert the doctrine of Predeſtination. In one, 
believers are ſaid to be choſen before the 
foundation of the world, that they might 
„ be holy: In another, that they are pre- 
<« deſtinated to be conformed to the image of 
c CHRIST: An a third, that * thoſe whom 
Go foreknew, are choſen, through ſanctifi- 
< cation of the Spirit, and belief of the truth.” 
So that as-the faculty of reaſon is neceſſary 
to qualify men for communipn in ſociety, no 
leſs neceſſary is love of righteouſneſs, and ha- 
tred of iniquity, to make them meet for 
the inheritance of the ſaints in in a 


The ſeripture affirms, I allow, that there i is 
a very wide difference, amongſt the members 
of CHRIST, in the degrees of their perſonal 


obedience, Some bring forth an hundred- 
fold, ſome only thirty. ret all poſſeſs excel- 


lent Knowledge, hvely faith, and love un- 
feigned, from which they conſcientioufly obey. 


Hence perſonal obedience, i is conſtantly de- | 
club to be the diſtinguiſhing mark of the 
people of Gop. See how their excellent cha- 
ng is ana in the 119" Palm. They 
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care undefiled in the way, and walk in the 
& law of the Lok D: — They ſeek Him with 


<< their whole heart: —They do no iniquity: :: 2 


“They eſteem all Gop's precepts. concerning 
«ol things to be right, and hate every falſe 
way.“ There would be no end of repeat- 
ing „ e from all the rere that 


4 the way. a the JuK.3 18 uprightneſs. 1 


But let us hear the 8 Himſelf : — 0 i 


any man love n me, he will keep my words. 5 


He will not only talk of my glory, or ſhed 
tears at the relation of my ſorrows, (which 
the vileſt have been known to de, but he 
will reverence my authority ; ; 15 as DF 


Z friend, * wharſoeyer 1 command him. 


NY to have the cleareſt light 5 Know- 
Ege of bis will, and then ſay, or ſeem to 


lay, that ſin in the Elen. is A ne WA 
greatly. to be abharred... q 


. 


Such religious WTI 3 themſelvc 
againſt ſtrong evidence of the raiſcry;inſops- 
rable from known, tranigreſſion. To live in 


the breach of. apy commandiment ob God, is 


necellarily 


"is a 7 * 
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neceſſarily to be wretched; — becauſe every 
one of them 1s given ozly for our good always. 


Obedience to Him in faith, humility, and 


love; in rheekneſs, patjence, and' entire re- 
ſignation; in mercy and, Kindneſs" to evety 
creature, are alt peaceful, Plealing ſenftions; 
their o Ppolltes irkfome to bear. Perſeverance 


and watchfülneſs in earnéſt prayer, diligence 
in ſearching the ſcripture, and ufing every 


means of "face, cauſe the faithful to abound 
in ſpiritval bleffirigh, as'vernal ſhowers cover 


the earth, with plenteous fruits. On the con- _ 
trary, from Tazineſs, formality, or fevity, we 


become "barren, confuſed, and dark” in our 
minds; unable to withſtand temptation; 22 
unable to bear the eros and e to. = 
NL in Gov. . 7. 9 
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Let ths well cxotiphunn Chriſtian- reer 


to paſſion, or defile himſelf by laſciviouſneſs; 


let him do an unjuſt ching for gain, or neg- 
lect ſtared, prayer in ſecret; preſenthy a me- 
lancholy change will be perceived by others, 
or felt at leaſt in his own. ſoul. He will nei- 
ther be able rd ſpeak for Gon, or pray to him, 


as he was Mint tone. The Election of Grace, 
the Covenant and Oath of Con neither pre- 
vent nor diminiſh theſe dreadful effects, which 


N 2 follow 
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And can you whe ſatisfied i in eh a 5 of 
ſoul ?, Suppoſe you had a patent from hea- 


| Ven, that you ſhould certainly be ſaved twenty 


years hence; but from this hour ſhould. know 
no communion with Gop in fervent prayer, 
in deep humiliation, for ſin, in joyful grati- 
tude for his mercies, in love and obedience 
without diſſimulation —On the contrary, that 
you. ſhould remain proud, impatient, paſſion- 
ate, obſcene ; Aa miſer or a drunkard, a mur- 
murer and complainer, « or an idle conſumer of 
your, precious time, till a few days before you 

expired. Would it pleaſe you to receive ſal- 
vation in this no legal way, rather than * in 


, holineſs and righteouſneſs before the Lozp 
„ all the days of your life?“ No one upon 
earth has face enough, I ſhould think, to 
.ayow:{o ſhameful a choice, Vet know, that 


if any branch of perſonal obedience, or means 


of attaining higher degrees of holineſs, which 


Gop has appointed, be by you deſpiſed, Pre- 


ſiuming on the Covenant and Oath of Gon in 
pehalf of his Elect, this is N in a mea- 


eee ee gt 
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But if none of theſe proofs, alreadyadvancetl 
1 againſt ſelf-deceiving profeſſors of religion,who 
abuſe the doctrines of Grace, are regarded, 
there is ſtill one conſideration to be addreſs- 
ed to their ſelf-love. Such perſons pretend 
they are confident of their ſafety. Yet they 
cannot” be ſafe, until the Judge of all be- 

comes changeable, as we are: for his whole 
mind on this head is fully revealed; there is 
no room left for a doubt. Whom does He 
compare to the ſtony ground, and to the feed - 
ſown among thorns ; to fobliſh virgins, and 
Nothful ſervants ?/ Profeſſors of faith in his 
name, who were weak and wicked enough to 
imagine, his grace would prove a ſanctuary to 
protect them from the puniſhment of their 

ſins, although continued in from this falſe 
confidence. To make this deluſion appear 
the more dangerous, our Loxp Himſelf draws 
the character of ſome eminent profeſſors ..Z 
faith and miniſters, in his church. They were 
men, who wrought miracles before the unbe- 
lieving world, to glorify his name, and en- 
large his kingdom. Vet theſe ſplendid gifts, 

ſo beneficial to others, do not prevent the loſs 
of their own ſouls. When they plead in the 
great day, Have we not propheſied in thy 
name, and in thy name caſt out devils, and 
N 3 «c in 
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„ in thy name done many mighty works ? 
„Then will I declare unto them, ſaith the 
* Lord, I never know you, _ fromg As 
ve Workers AI" Poo . 


"How decifive a proof 3 18 * ſcripture, were 
F< no. other, that we cheriſh a fatal pre- 
ſumption, when we plead the eyerlaſting Co- 
venant in excuſe for unfruitfulneſs in the ſer- 
viee, e gf, God No, if we cannot. appeal to 
Him, that we. watch, and pray, and keep his 
commandments, our hearts are falſe. —We 
hear PINOY, trial, what muſt be our doom. 


Ae the 1. Peek for a Ke or. an 
idle ſerx ant, 1 + contradiction. t to every on 


racter £ given of bem: by the holy Ghoſt. 


„Whenever, therefore; upon profefſing to be 
convinced of the truth of the doctrines of 
Grace, you entertain flight notions of the ab- 
ſohite neceſſity of holineſs; begin to fleglett 
ſecret Prayer, or uſe the means of Grace, 
without prizing them highly; ;—whenever you 
delight to hear of fifial perſeverance, and fi- 
niſhed falvation, but feel ſecret: dliſguſt when 
. 202 to preſent een a wy facri- 
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& fice unto -Gop 3” be aſſured you groſly miſ- 
take the nature, — you pervert. the deſign of _ | 
of the holy Covenant. Cry to. Gop, if the 
ugs of your heart may be forgiven. | 


Thus the fatal miſtakes; too often fond | 
amongſt religious profeſſors, who receive the 


ſcripture-doctrines of Predeſtination and Elec- 
tion, but diſregard perſonal obedience, ſtantls 
confuted upon their own principles. Since 


upon theſe principles, ſuch a conſtruction of 


the everlaſting Covenant, is a flagrant contra- 
diction to the teſtimony of conſcience; to the 
effential character of a diſciple of Cur IST; 
to the generation of the faithful in all ages; 
and muſt certainly, if perſiſted in to the Jaſt, 
bring on everlaſting deſtruction, according to 
Git L OR v's declarations. Theſe various 
prodfs' are not to be reſiſted, but by that hy- 
pocriſy, which is capable of abuſing, and turn- 


ing into poiſon, every ſcheme of religion which 
Gop can propoſe. 


/ Theſe provfs of the abſolute neceſſity of 
holineſs, in full conſiſtency with the doctrines 
of Grace, ſufficiently fecure obedierice ;— be- 
caule by theſe proofs, Cunrsr and his Apoſ- 
tles, rs and expoſe hypocrites. "= 
SOA . 
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do not. ever, as I remember, deny, that the 
church of Cnxisr is accepted in Him, and 
compleat; juſtified through faith once for 
, all, without the deeds of the law. In this 
manner, they defended the truth againſt all 
charges of licentiouſneR,;which; from the be- 

ginning, were brought againſt it. 


And every other. ſcheme for promoting Ho- 

Uneſs, will do, in the end, much more miſchief / 
than ſervice to the cauſe of holineſs. For 
every other ſcheme, eſtabliſhes the old Coye- 
nant upon the. ruins of the new makes the 
righteouſneſs of faith, give place to the righ- 
teouſneſs of the law deeply ſhades the glory 

of the Redeemer's life and death; — robs his 
church of the ſtrongeſt and pureſt motives to 
obedience ; and, in the conelufion,. as certainly 
overthrows the goſpel, as Antinomian blaſ- 
phemy, itfelf.. The only difference between 
the Popiſh doctrine of, a ſecond juſtification 
by works, and Antinomian abuſe of the doc- 
trines of Grace, the two extremes, lies here: 
Ihe plan of a ſecond final juſtification by 
works, produces an apoſtacy from Carisr 
by ſlow. degrees and fair appearances, thus 
beguiling the ſimple. Antinomians, with their 
heaven daring . too groſs for any but 
abandoned 


1 15 1 
abandoned hypocrites to bear; ſtab" the gor 
rel to che RE 1 at POS in the face of the 


CHAP. XXV. 


On the error of exalting Morality, to the 
diſparagenent of Faith and Ealing. | 


T HE dri of this Mrbphovhy! proves 
clearly this fatal miſtake, Yet what con- 


fident pretenſions to merit! What ſelf-ſatis- | 
faction do we ſee many take in the ſuppoſed 
ſufficiency of honeſty and benevolence, who, 
notwithſtanding, poſſeſs © but a very ſmall 
ſhare of theſe excellent qualities: inſenſible, 
it ſeems, that Moraliſts (as they affect to call 
themſelves) who ſerve not the Loxp in holi- 
neſs, are of all men moſt unjuſt, are enemies to 
mankind in ſeveral capital reſpects; direct 
oppoſers of Gop ; and incapable of admiſ- 
| Hon into heaven, without « an entire ne of 
heart. | | 


Profane moraliſty are the moſt Mn af 


men; == becauſe the higheſt degree of in- 
| Juſtice, 
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juſtice, is to defraud our greateſt Benefactor. 
But our greatolt Benefactor, beyond compari 


ſon, is the giver of all we enjoy, and of our 


every capacity for happineſs. Wherefore 
adoration, eſteem, gratitude, humthation for 
every offence committed againſt Him, with 


ſupreme love, are be- Ns which are Gob's; 


— due to Him by an indefeaſible right, poſi- 
tively required from us all. When the Jews 
of old, withheld from Him the tithes and: of- 
ferings which were demanded to ſupport the 


temple- ſervice, where the Gop of Iſrael was 


5 worſhipped, He accuſed them in theſe forci- 


ble terms: Will a man rob Gon? yet this 
6 whole nation hath robbed me. But if 


this was robbery of God, what is it to anni- 


| hilate the firſt and great commandment, un- 


der pretence chat oordial regard to —— 


ral welfare Of Gur fellow. creatures is TerfRs 


cient? Te every perſon who holds this miſ- 
take, we may ſay wirkt the utmeſt propriety, 
Thou chat abhotreſt-injuſtice; doſt thou 
commit ſacrilege How ridieulous are all thy 
pretefifions ts an high regard for moral con- 
duct, when thou thyſelf liveſt in the commiſ- 
ſion of the baſeſt theft any creature can com- 


mit, char of robbing Cop, and teaching N 


I 
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of faich and holineſs, : are nemies to mankind 
in ſeveral capital reſpects i Enemies, by 
keeping them in groſs ignorance of Gop, his 
works, his goſpel and ſalvation, as if theſe 
things were of no conſequence zin teaching 
them to. deſpiſe devotion, the ſource of the 
beſt pleaſures we can know on earth : ; with; 
out which, every. advantage of nature or {tas 
tion, is apt to puff up; proſperity; to intoxi- 
cate.z. and extreme adverſity, to plunge into 
deſperation without Which, ſolitude proves 
very irkſome; ſociety, full of 460 
and every condition of life, diffatisfying ; 

without which, men of all ranks and orders, 
are forced to fly to childiſh ſports, -to. mean, 
deſpicable, wicked ways of conſuming their 
ſhort term of is ee for e pur: 
poſes. i eee , TEA A OR 


＋ ; 


8. your claim, O ye irreligious moraliſts, 
to be called benevolent towards your fellbw- 
creatures, conſidered as' individuals ; . ſo cruel 


is your boalte@ as near off Fee 
Wo 4204 Bt ' "Confideting 
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. Conſidering them as members of a commt- 


nity, your maxims and practice are in a ſtifl 
greater degree pernicious: for every ſociety 


under heaven ſuffers much from the wily and 
powerful ; — becauſe without higher ſanction, 


human laws are eaſily evaded in a thouſand in- 
ſtances. Againſt this calamity, the fear and 
love of God are our ſole defence. — Where 
theſe govern, no wrong will be done to man. 


The whole Creation immediately becomes an 


object highly reſpectable, as the workmanſhip 
of Gop, whoſe will is, that none ſhould hurt or 
deſtroy. Pour contempt on devotional du- 
ties, the heaven-appointed means of produc- 
ing and maintaining the fear and Iove of Gop, 
you leave ſociety (notwithſtanding your own 
benevolent example) defenceleſs againſt the 
aſſaults of our worſt paſſions ;—paſſions, which 
fill the world with injured women, forced into 
proſtiturion for a morſel of bread ;—with the 
cries of defrauded orphans and widows ; fg 

with quarrels, enmity, and bloodſhed * — or 
luſt, covetouſneſs, and revenge, will ſeldom 
be quelled, but by devout ſupplications to 
Gop; nor evil deſires, the ſeed of evil actions, 
reſiſted, but by thoſe who have conſcience to- 
ward Him. What amends then, can the trict- 
elt regard to equity in your own dealings, or 
the 


hn 
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the moſt generous acts of pecuniary benevo- 
lence make to ſociety, for immenſe miſchiefs, 
ſure to follow from ſlighting religious princi- 
ple, as if it was a ſuperfluous motive to be 
good. Do you exclaim in the warmth of 
your benevolence againſt doing wrong to a 
ſingle fellow - creature, and yet prove a malig- 
nant to ſociety itſelf, by tearing up the very 
foundations on which all reſtraints of conſei- 
ence, reſpecting Gon are neee ? ne 
devotional duties. ). e 64220695 eee 2026008 


Beſides, when we age ſder our i a 
tiop as a race of. ſinful creatures, who can he 
reconciled to Gop, and ſaved only in the way 
which he hath appointed, profane Moraliſts 
will be found injurious to mank ind, 1 
we = naturally rd againſt and, deteſt, though 
they can only hurt us in our preſent tranſient 
Property : but profaneneſs brings on the 
ruin of our immortal ſouls, by denying, or 
deſpiſing the command to live a life of faith 
and holineſs.Moraliſts, by affecting to know 
no duty beyond juſtice and benevolence, eraſe 
from the mind of all who regard them, 2 
ſenſe of Gop's. government over us. They 
W us to imagine, that faith and devotion 

belong 
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belong only to weak bigors bey lead us to 
deny every the moſt important truth He ul. 
revealed; thus rendering us by our profane 
ßeſs, eternally incapable of admion LAG 


chat world, where Gop i is all f in all.” Ado 
— 3446 5 


What 1 8 of theſe Moralifts bud rk 
2 they are converted into devout? Chriſ: 
tians, a character they now hold in contempe, 
judge ye, after obſerving thei er contra» 
diction to the dictates of Go. BED eee 


He commands all his people to win: in-ſe- 
eret; to pray always; to worſnip Him, and 
diligently ſearch"the ſeriĩpture.— Moraliſts are 
confident there is no need of fo much religion; 
becauſe men may be very'good; without Any 
devotion at all. He — the abfolute 
necefftey of Faith{afcribes-to"this grade a Kind 
of ommpotencel eonnecking withit everlaſting 
ſalvation. Movalifts' violent diflike laying 
ſuch a ſtreſs{ upon 'believirigi'- They ſubſki⸗ 
tute, therefbre, honeſty and benevölenee in 
its place, eſtecning theſe: virtues quite ſuff- 
cient. Hey by every turn of expreſſibn Which 
car alarm conſcieude, or perſuade, claims ſu- 
pPreme love to Himſelf, | asXhe firſt inſtanceof 

| duty”; es, man; deſtitute of this 
| divine 


nn 
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divide affection; atcurſed; n 
us, „ whether we eat or drink, 6r-Wh ſhatever 
«we de, to dv alf to the [Tp 
Moraliſts ſneer a the rraledi tion — nau ee 
ſs mueh piety reproach the terihs ds Be 
a, ve ; aſking, what is meant 57 an 

lory of Gop.? — and ſuppoſe Him more ho- 
noreck by their "moral. condurt, | by. all "the, 

rayers and, ats of faith in Fe the 00 * 

ace the world was. made. 125 Wa 18 


7. "28 "£11 (07 #1 42 K — 


Urea it is evident chat lil e Nis 
are no more than a breach of ſome particular 
branch of duty; ptofancneſs delpiſes the great 
object of all. Whilft other iſs" are fo many 
attacks aport different parts of the divine law, 
profaneneſs ſbdverts theaufflork of the ele. 
Vonſtduentiy thett canfot belag greater op- 


* 


pofition,-thanits found in Mbralfſts, (as they 


call itheriſelves)'te the majeſty Lauck will of 
Gov; to his trutk and ordinatices;” to the 
temper of thell HHU on earth, And of the 
whole company in heaven. Noſie; the refore; 
can be farthergtfrem ſalvation, none im a ftate 
more incapable of admiſſion, into the world 
of evetlaſting piety and devotion, ; 
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4 That ha heavy a charge, ſhould. really 


Rand i in force againſt ſome of the moſt ad- 


mired 


2 
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die characters among men of the world, 
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many who call themſelves Chriſtians, ſhould | 
be fatally deceived. to conclude, ſtrict i Call 
grity, and warm benevolence, the whole, fu. 
of man. 


# ; Wd } 4 1 * 1 


Let weh very lia AE, N to : 
examine, by the touchſtone of truth, from * 
whence actions proceed, and their natural | 
tendency.— Then, they will no longer moſt 
irrationally conclude, any action can be truly 
good, where the Principle is eſſentially. defec- 
tive; or any quality i in an object lovey, which, 
upon the whole, proves exceedingly injurious 


to Gop and man. — How comes the Savior 
to Join the doctrine of the Sadducees with 


that of the Phariſees ? To teach us, that felf- 
ſu ficient moraliſts, and devout cheats, are 
ul alike : - that prayerleſs honeſt men, 
and hymn-ſinging villains, are much more 
nearly related, than either will chogſe to be⸗ 
lieve. For which cauſe, the ſame perdition i is 
reſerved for hypocrizes and kc ir 


Whenever, therefore, you obſerve | a man 


deſpiſing the houſe and day of Gop; ſpeak- 
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ing in terms diſhonorable to true devotion 
and holineſs of life, priding himſelf at the 
fame time in his Gn favorite ſentiment; that 


an honeſt man, is the nobleſt work of Who 


—pity and pray for him. Be not dazzled by 
the amiableneſs of his natural temper, *ſtri&t 
adherence to juſtice, tender humanity, and 
uncommon benevolence. Eſteem not a pro- 
fane moraliſt, on account of theſe ſtriking 
qualities, Aber worthy or innocent, a good 
member of ſociety, much leſs a Chriſtian. Be- 
cauſe theſe qualities (charming indeed as they 
are) only « enable him to do the more miſchief, 
like vaſt abilities, and boundleſs generoſity in 


ſome mover of ſedition. In him ſuch virtues | 
are a grievous misfortune. to the public: for 
they put it in his power to ſpread the baneful 
infection of profaneneſs. They make him 


appear to undiſcerning eyes, a noble friend 
to his fellow- creatures, whilſt his principles 
and maxims undermine the welfare of ſociety, 
and continually militate againſt the preſent, 


againſt the eternal intereſt of every indivi- 5 


dual, againſt God, and his CHRIST. 
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On Joun the Baptiſt. 

W E have contemplated the grand idea 
ü which Zacharias, full of the holy Ghoſt, 
hath taught us to conceive of CRRIS T. 
He is the Horn of Salvation, the principal 
ſubject of all prophecy; the only hope of the 
fathers and the faithful before his incarna- 
tion ; — the Deliverer of them, and all his 
People, out of the hands of their Enemies; 
through the virtue of his life, death, and me- 
diation, according to the Promiſe, Covenant, 


and Oath of Jenovan. e 25 ns 


After fo plea b ne of the addin 
r of ſalvation, Zacharias, ſtill under the 
fame unerring direction, turns his eyes upon 
his own fon, a new-born infant. — Faith, ado- 
ration of che divine goodneſs, and holy joy 
lighred up his aged venerable countenance, 
whilſt he fixes the attention of the church 
upon his illuſtrious offspring as the immediate 
forerunner of the Meſſiah, and the firſt preacher 
of the glories of his name, after his manifeſ- 
tation-in<he fleſh, — 


« And 


„ 

* And Thou, child, ſhalt be called the Pro- 
& phet of the Higheſt; = for Thou ſhalt go 
before the face of the ate to La ar 
cc his Ways : Yr OSD ND H CL. eue 

To give e Ae unto his 
« people by the remiſſion of their ſins : pl 

e Through the tender mercy of our Gob, 
H whereby the day-ſpring from on high hath 
* viſited us: to give light to them tliat ſit - 
« ,datkneſfs, and in the ſhadow of death; 
“guide our feet into the way of pence © e 


be concluſion of this Prophecy, naturally 
leads us to conſider the character and miflion 
of the Baptiſt ; the doctrine he preached, 
his addreſs, and the el of the whole' upon 
_ r 03:9 ROLE Þ 

"The Lonp 1 of Him, N 10 Cans 
them that are born of women, | there had 
“ not riſen a greater than Joby the Baptiſt” 
—Maryellous are the things related/cona{.m- 
ing Him. Like Jaac, He derived his exift> 
ence from a miracle. His appearance, office, 
and ſpirit, were delineated many ages pre- 
vious to his birth. — An angel was ſent down 
from aun, nn alen, - 8 con. 
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Ws Him, to notify this event was at hand, 
to declare his ſanctification from the womb, 
and the great ſucceſs which ſhould attend his 
miniſtry. No perſon, excepting the Savior 
Himſelf, was ever ſo greatly diſtinguiſhed. 
Yet the glory thrown round the Baptiſt, by 
theſe; things, was deſigned to draw upon Him 
the eyes of all the inhabitants of Judea and 
Jeruſalem, that the record He gave of CHRIST, 
might ſpread the wider, and ſink the _— 
into the-minds of men. 


FTC having led under: the tuition of the 
beſt of parents; after employing himſelf, as * 
we muſt conclude, in meditation and prayer; 
and in the contemplation of Gon, and inti- 
mate communion with Him, being filled with 
the holy Ghoſt from his birth; after this fit 
preparation for his future high employment, 
—when He was near thirty years of age, the 
Word of Go p, probably an audible voice, 
ſuch as Samuel and the prophets uſed to hear, 
came to Jobu. For this He waited, not pre- 
ſuming ta enter upon the miniſtry, at the im- 
pulſe of his own inclination, or zeal. This 
was his authentic appointment, and the ſeal 
of his miſſion, which was to declare the pro- 
W Meſſiah now ſtood in the midſt of them, 


Was 


Ok - 
— was come immediately to erect a ſpiritual 
everlaſting Kingdom ; and to prepare them for 
admiſſion into it, was the buſineſs on which ric 
himſelf was ſent. | 


The Baptiſt's habit was quite ruſtic, re- 
ſembling that of the ancient prophets, made 
of camels hair, bound round Him 'with a 
leathern girdle. His fare was coarſe, ſuch as 
the pooreſt of the people ate, locuſts and. 
wild honey. So ſeldom did he join in ſocial 
meetings, ſo great a lover was He of retire- 
ment, and engaged with ſuch ardor in his ſa- 
cred employ, that the pleaſure-loying world 
ſaid, He had a devil: that is, was a mope, 1 mad 
with religion. Yet far from aſſuming at all, 
upon the ſanctity of his life, He was clothed 
with humility, comparing Himſelf to a yoice, 
which, after it conveys the ſpeaker” s mind, 
has no being. Herod, though a prince a 
prince enflaved to lewdneſs; a prince har- 
dened in villainy ; could not reſiſt the impreſ- 
ſion of the Baptiſt's life. He was forced for 
a time to fear Jobn, whom all men knew to 
be a prophet, and he himſelf to be a holy 
man, and a juſt. Eyen the Searcher of hearts 
declared, that whilſt his doctrine imparted 
divine knowledge, his life was a flame of af. 
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fection to Gop, and men. He was a Nur ; 
and a ſhining light. | 


Thus ume in the richeſt manner, for 
his office, by the grace and gifts of the holy 
Ghoſt, the child of Zacharias, * the Prophet 
+ of the Higheſt, goes before the face of the 
* 86 LogD, to prepare. his Ways.“ 


The angel had affirmed as much. Many 
« of the children of Irael, faid Gabriel, ſhall 
He turn to the LokD Gop ; and He ſhall 
go before his face, in the foirit and power 
4e of 'EF4s, to turn the hearts of the fathers to 
* the children, and the diſobedient to the 
4e Wiſdom of the juſt; to make "Teary a peo- 
« ple prepared for the Lox p.“ Here it is 
plain, that the Lox, the Gop' of the chil- 
dren of Tract, and the Higheſt, ſignify the 
fame individual perſon. But theſe names, 
the inſpired writers never give to any but the 
true GOD. If then they are actually given 
unto ns is, the ſcripture compels us to con- 
feſs, He is the moſt high Gop, the LoRD Gop of 
Iſrael" conſequently ohe with the Father. — 
That theſe names are given to Hin, is unde- 
niable: for He, before whoſe face Fohn was 
to go, the angel calls, the Loxb Gov — Za- ; 
arids Calls the Highelt, and the Lozp :— 


but 


* 
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bats according to John's confeſſion, - and as 
the event proves, He did not go before the 
face of the Father, but of CRIST.— I in- 
deed baptize you with water unto repent- 
« ance, ul e that cometh after me, ſhall bap- 
<« tize you with the —_ . and with 


(0 fire. 29 


* 


Immediately before Chnisr, Fohn was to 
go, to prepare his ways, | 


When ap earthly monarch begins his march 
to take poſſeſſion of a capital city, won by his 
arms, or deſcending to him by inheritance, 
his troops go before to remove every obſtacle 
in the road. The ſteep hills, they level; 
the low places, they fill up; the circling | 
path, they make ſtraight; the craggy places, 
plain, All this labor is abſolutely needful, 
when the way leads through a deſert, In the 
prophetic ſtyle, the mind of man in its na- 
tural ſtate, is this deſert; — a dreary, rocky 
waſte, without one cultivated field, or fruit- 
ful tree to chear the eye. In ſuch a ſtate, the 
Jews notoriouſly were, when the LoRD Gop 
came to his people. Groſs ignorance, pride, 
ſuperſtition, and infidelity, blocked up the 
way. of the Prince of peace into their hearts; 
and rooted prejudices from ſelf (love, like 
mountains and rocks, forbad his acceſs. To 
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remove them all, Joby was ſent immediately 
before his face. Andi if we ſurvey the ſpiri- 
tual ſtate of the inhabitants of Judea and Je- 
ruſalem at this time, and the doctrine the Bap- 
tiſt preached, we ſhall ſee the very ſame ob- 
ſtructions, which prevail in all places and 
times againſt the reception of CHRIST, with 
the only effectual mathe. to mom hben in 
any degree. 


When the Lox came to his temple at Je- 
ruſalem, the party of greateſt name for reli. 
gion and authority, were the Phariſees ; of 
which there were two ſorts. The firſt were 
zealous, from a principle of conſcience, for 
all the ceremonies of the law, and traditions 
of the elders ;—paying an external obedience 
to the commandments of Gop, and taking 
much pains to ſave their ſouls, It is evident 
this muſt have been their character, from the 
high reſpect they obtained; from the Phari- 
ſee deſcribed by our Lozp in the parable; 
from St PauPs manner of life before his con- 
verſion; from the teſtimony he bears to many 
of them, that they were like himſelf, having 
a zeal for God; and from our Savior's de- 
_claration, that in putting his apoſtles to death, 
they would think they did God good ſervice. 

: eee et 
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- Yet with all this form of godlineſs, they 
were ſitting in darkneſs, and the ſhadow of 


death, far from the way of peace. They 
knew neither CuRISsr, nor the Father; —them- 


ſelves, nor the evil of ſin; — neither the per- 


fection, uſe, and end of the eternal Law pub- 
lſtred from mount ira: nor the meaning of 


their ſacrifices, nor the ſpirit of their own reli- 


gion. They were virtuous in their own eyes, 
truſted in themſelves as righteous, and de- 
ſpiſed others. — They imagined they had no 
need of any better righteouſneſs in the ſight 
of Go, to obtain ef the remiſſion of their ſins, 
than what was to be found in their conformity 


to the letter of the commandment. And of 


this ſtrictly religious character, were the fierc- 
eſt oppoſers of the doctrine of Cur1sr, his 
perſecutors and murderers. Of this charac- 
ter was the apoſtle Paul, before his converſion, 
ſet on fire of hell, yet verily thinking, he 


* ought to do mahy er contrary to | the 


name of Jzsvs.” 


13 


e though theſe dds Phiariſces' were Aus 
| 8 ignorant, they were conceited of their 
knowledge. With infinite diſdain, they aſked 
the Teacher from heaven, . Are we blindalſo?” 


C 
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Add to this, they were elated in common with 
all the Jews, on account of their deſcent from 
Abraham, their covenant of circumciſion, and 
ſeparation from: the Sum, as the peculiar 
people of Gop, 


What a ſhock to every one of their 
prejudices, what a bold attack upon all 
their fayorite errors, was the preaching of the 
Baptiſt ! What a preparation to make his 


hearers, who believed his word; ſee their need 


of the Savior, and depend upon Him wholly! 
For John preached the Baptiſm of repentance 
for the remiſſion of ſins; telling them, that 
all, without difference, muſt ſubmit to this 
ordinance ; publicly confeſling themſelves 
ſinners extremely polluted, and no longer 
go about to juſtify themſelves. That not a 
temporal conqueror, but a kingdom of divine 
original, and ſpiritual nature, * the king- 
4 dom of Gop, was at hand; of which the 
two grand bleſſings, were, remiſſion of ſins, 
and the gift of the holy Ghoſt. That the 
„ Law, "thoin boaſt, was the miniſtration of 

« death; but grace and truth came by Jzsus 
£ eee the Son of GoD, who is above 
«. all; into whoſe hands all things are given: 
“ the light of the world — the bridegroom 


„ of the church — the Lamb of Gop, who 


0 taketh 
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1 — away the ſin of the world: On 
<«, whom whoſoever believeth hath everlaſt- 
« iſfg life; and he that believeth not, ffrall 


6 not ſee life; but the wrath of Gop abideth 
3 on him.“ a0y 79 TRE #20 THIS WES IE 1. 


This clear, full ſublime teſtimony to >Caunrer, | | 


the Baptiſt publiſhed, and fo fulfilled the pro- 


phecy of his father Zacharias concerning Him. 
He gave knowledge of ſalvation to the peo- 
* ple of Gor,” not by works of righteouſ- 
nefs which men can do, but by the frank for- 
giveneſs of their immenſe and dreadful debt 


„ by the remiſſion of their ſins:“ a re- 
miſſion, proceeding from * the tender mercy 
„ of our Gop;“ yet not exerciſed towards 
them, but through the mediation of * the 
4 day-ſpring from on high, CHAIST Jxsus; 
diſtinguiſhed by this title, becauſe every 
communication of divine knowledge comes 
from Him; & no man knowing the Father, 


„ but he to whom the Son will reveal Him:“ 


without whoſe teaching, darkneſs reſts upon 
the mind, as deep ſhades of night cover tho 
earth, till the beams of opening day give 
light to its inhabitants. — And till CHRIST 
gives this light, men ft in darkneſs and the 
ſhadow © of death, condemned Priſoners; and 
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by Him alone, are their feet guided into the 
way of peace, of reconciliation with Gp, 
peace of conſcience, and peace with all meu. 


"Behold the ſum and ſubſtance of the Goſ- 
pel, proclaimed at once by this meſſenger, 
„ who goes before the face of the Logp, to 
prepare his ways!“ Behold an abridgment 
of the whole that Jes vs, Paul, Peter, and 
Fobn, and every faithful ſucceſſor of theirs in 

the miniſtry, have preached to this hour, — 
CnrrisT the Light, the Atonement, and All. 
the ſalvation of his people. What a perfect 
contraſt was this to the religion of the beſt fort 
of the Phariſees, though bad were the beſt ! 


With theſe were mixed a large number 
of hypocrites : Phariſees who did all to be 
ſeen of men; or ſtill worſe, covered the moſt 
villainous practices with a cloke of ſanctiiy; — 

ſtrict in obſerving the traditions and cere- 
monies of religion, faſting, and © for a pre- 
« tence making long prayers ;” whilſt they 
totally neglected juſtice, mercy. and the love 
of Gop, and even devoured widows houſes. 


© Beſides theſe hypocrites, yet of no better 
character were the Sadducces, who believed 
neither the reſurrection, nor the exiſtence of 
angel or ſpirit; looking upon religion only 


„ 4 
as a bt! inſtrument to u on 1 civil govern- 
ment. y 


When many of theſe, (excited by the reli- 
gious novelty of a man ſo famous, in the ha- 
bit and character of an ancient prophet) came 
to hear the Baptiſt, and ſome of them ap- 
proached, deſirous, as it ſeems, of being bap- 
tized, He immediately turns and addreſſes 

them. He joins the Phariſees and Sadducees, 
in principle totally oppaſite, as confederates to- 
gether; and openly brands them both as a 
4 generation of vipers, full of the deadly 
poiſon of hypocriſy, malice, and error. He 
expreſſes his wonder that any ſo hardened as 
they were, mould at all regard his preaching, 
mit to his baptiſin, "Guarding them, there- 
fore, againſt their groſs hypocriſy, and falfe 
confidences, He calls upon them to © bring 
« forth fruits meet for repentance. And 
think not to ſay within yourſelves, We have 
« Abraham to our father: for I ſay unto you, 
« that Gop is able of theſe ſtones, to raiſe up 
children unto Abraham: And now alſo is 
& the ax laid to the root of the tree: every 
« tree, therefore, that bringeth not forth good 
ce * fruit, is hewn down, We” caſt into tlie 
1 « Hire: 
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& "IP" that, is, the final deſtruction of all 
deſtitute of faith in CnrisrT, and holineſs, che 
fruit of faith, is at 1 and as e as if 
drcadyiexecuted, . wi 
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 Befides theſe Phariſees, Sadducees, ai 
pocrites, there were multitudes of the poor 
People, and many Publicans (or Tax-gather- 

ers) men of the moſt abandoned lives, Who 
belonged to no ſect. Theſe heard the Bap- 
tiſt to good effect, and juſtified Gop, being 
baptized of Him; whilſt the Phariſees and 
Lawyers (or teachers of the Law) gejected the 
counſel of Gop e eee we were 
not baptized. .. 


var this company, as appears 1 compar- 
ing Mark i. 5—8. with Luke xiii. 20—16, He 
ſpake thus : 

1, upon your profeſſion of repentance, bap- 
tize you with water unto repentance, as 1 
have authority from Gop to do; and by, the 
ſame authority, I threaten impenitent ſinners 
with eternal vengeance; and this is all I can 
do.* But He that cometh after me, is migh- 
&« tier than I, whoſe ſhoes I am not warthy 
« to bear, He ſhall baptize you with the holy 
* Ghoſt,” 8 (which ſhall be given to all them 

that 
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that believe on his name) and with, "TEM 
< Whoſe fan is in his bent andHe will gs 
ther the wheat,” his faithful people, “ 

« his garner; — but the chat” — —4 
feſſors of his religion; Heqawill, burn wWith 
« fire, unguenchable. And when. theſe, his 
hearers, who had repented, and Were baptized 
confeſſing their ſins, and looking for Him that 
was to come, doubted whether they might 
continue in their reſpective callings, be l- 
diers and publicans ftill; and aſked Minz there. 
fore, wich greitr beneefrn, What! 42% snd 
do! ? He . amn ane, might ſerve 


os O% Bd 


. al choſe Ans, to Which from EM way of lite 


they were expoſed, and by dwelling itt fore 


_— alt thei! fellow-creargpes. nMAAW eh 


2h. THEN tt 26! 

"Sack pine the Baptiſt — 
manner of teaching was with power, not like 
a lecturer on morals, defining g duty, and then 
leaving the important matter there, No, He 
enforced all He taught by he authority of 


ah Lonp 1 by an alarming addrefs t 


Lan Ln % bas b id every 


lu pen 
* That i 18, hd Waltl“ Sce Tae . 49, 5 50.— 3 X. 


K 39. And after the word fre, the fan is added, or the 
Ming, which the faithful preaching Of the Goſpel pro- 
duces, as an explication of the word fire, 
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every man's conſcience; in his fight; diwi. 
ing and diſtinguiſhing his hearers, according 
to their peculiar character, and tate of ſoul; 
giving to each his proper inſtruction, and fix. 
ing the attention of all upon the ſeparating 
fan, the ax of almighty VOIR"? the un- 
quencaable fire. 


His manner of delivery, als 1 
with the ſolemnity of his ſubject, and added 
great force to it. It Was zealous, vehement, 
joud, and bold; formed to poſſeſs in a mo- 
ment every hearer with conviction, that He 
| felt the truth of all He taught; had nothing 
t heart, but to ſee it ſucceed in the conver-: 
4 ſion of ſinners to GoD; fearing no conſe- 
quences which might follow reſpecting Him 
ſelf, from delivering it without ane | 


or palliation. 


The effect of the whole upon the vaſt con- 
courſe of his hearers was admirable, Many 
of the moſt notorious offenders, harlots and 
publicans, our Lonp tells us, heard his 
ward, believed, and repented. Many dejected 
mourners for ſin, were comforted; the poor 
be the people were rejoiced. Some of - 


th&haughty ot Hypocrites, and Sad- 
- ducees 


4 6 


ducees were, divinely. changed, Their mit. 


ä he appeared fatal, their. danger n e 


che glory Me | Cusrer conſpicuous, and cap, 
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Such Well, we Att. certain, Wii E attend 9 
the Baptiſt's laberst becauſe. the ing de- | 


clared, that He mould turn | many of 
4 children of Hrael to the Lox D their Gb, 


Cl and the hearts of the fathers to the chil. 
« dren;” putting an end, wherever His ord. 
took place, to thoſe, bitter Capes Mes are : | 
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Such ee emit cabs 


Baptiſt's preaching: to vaſt multitudes,” ſince 
Zatharias, full of the holy Ghoſt, declared; 
that He ſhould give knowledge of falvation 
to the people of Gop by the remiſſion vf 


« their ſins; light to them that ſar in dark 
<6 nets, and the ſhadow of Grads”? K 07 rl 
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publication of the Goſpel, and was a ſpeci- | 
men of its divine efficacy, which, to the end 
of time, is God's pad means s of den 
ing ſalvation to the Oy: | | * 
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 Tidbfitizable in thefe Yabors of love, the 
remained, till the Tewd Heradias infti- 

gated Hod to calf Him into prſſon. And 
perceiving the uneaſy impreſſions, Jobis faith- 
ful eee ion of their abominable com- 


* * "; * 


7 5 hever. 33 11 4 was 3 
Thus, like the — of old, who,ſpake 

in the name of the Lonp,“ the Baptiſt ſuf- 
feed 2 violent death, for diſcharging his of- 
fice,. and his conſcience, . In the myſterious 
courle of providence, a bloody tyrant. is tuf> 
fered, at the inſtigation of an adultereſs, to put 
af end to the ineſtimable labors of one of the 
moſt excellent witneſſes for Go, in the very 
prime of his days, and height of his uſeful- 
neſs; leaving upon record this fact, that the 
greateſt honor, which can be conferred on 
thoſe: in whom the Loxp moſt delights, is, 
power to ſtand forth bgfore his enemies wwith 
fach boldneſs, as to incur their Ane enk wa 
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On i e'? D3oIhity "off op 2 
1 HE doctrine of this Prophtry proves 
= "their fatal error, Who degrade Coney. 
Sits 2 man BEE burſeves, er efem Tan 
lefs chan very Geh: for Gbr Cane Him 
the Lob Gov of Tha; and Zac hr Nutz 
de Lon v, che Tllgbeſt. His Mncty, wird 
hiv" conception, to the Fullf eſtabliſtrrent er 
His church, afford abundant 'cyiderite thut 
He is W. 47; wat ny tot 4151 5314s 1 80 ; 77611 
| W MA... 
*£] Waring, aherefabs'n — 
more cominonly — as a ſeriptural founda- 
tion for this great article of our faitk, I ſhall 
confine myſelf to his hiſtory; from thence proy- 
ing, that all the circumſtances reſpecting his 
birth, life, and death, are perfectly conſiſtent, 
if CAI be very Gop; all ſtrange and pre- 
poſterous to the laſt degrer, ſuppofing Him 
to be in his nature „ inferior. F* 99 
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Fo. After having been for near four thouſand 
: years, the, Principal ſubject of all prophecy, 
in the fulneſs of time, Cnxlsr is conceived of 
the bleſſed Virgin, by the overſhadowing 

P 2 | power 


'f *4 1 


power of the holy Ghoſt, Soon after, Mary 
goes to ſalute her couſin Elizabetb. And it 
came to paſs, when Elixabeth beard the ſalutation 
of Mary, the babe Jeaped in her womb; And Eli- 


-2aberb was filled with the holy C boſt, and ſaid, 
M hence is this.to me, that, the mother of my Lord 
ſhould come.to. me : 9 4 or 2 of the de- 
g and the perſon dictating this queſtion 
to Elizabeth, makes it t the more memorable 

and weighty. If by the expreſſion, my Lonb, | 
Elizabeth meant only a man like ourſelves, 

how v was it any condeſcenſion, that. her near 


14411 


relation, the mother of one mere man, ſhould 
come to ſalute the mother of another. mere 

man ? But if Mary was really the mother of 
Eliabetb's Lon p and Mater, according to the 
fleſn, there Was then eauſe gra . all | 


. 
| —. 8 * 9 
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her admiration. , BY 
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The 8 of hs 2 of 1 
neh Peses this was the truth. For it is 
honored and diſtinguiſhed by prodigies of 


tlie nobleſt kind, to which nothing was 
ever ſeen in the leaſt degree ſimilar. A 


new luminary, called his Star, ſhines in the 
irmament, appointed to be the miraculous 
konductor of the” Eaſtern ſages, to the place 
here the Child 15 thar * might” come 
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Cans 1] 
and Gr by Him. Who is no ſooner” . 
chan che angel appears to the ſhepherds, near 


n, ſayiug unto them, Behold; I bring 
yu glad tidings of great joy, Which Wall 
be to you, and to a people: for unto you 
is born this days in the city of Dapid, a 
Savior, Which is CHRIS T. the LO RD.“ 
Inſtantly at the mention of this divine title, 

there was with Him, „A multitude of the 
. * heavenly hoſt , Praiſing Gov,” and 1 7 
ing in their hymn, $6 grand effects 'of 
- Incarnation: Glory to Gop in the Higheſt, 

« and on earch Pres. er N 
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We read: of i no mark of diſtin&ion of Als 
kind ever attending the birth of a mere mor- 
tal! Not Abrabam s, though the Father of 

the faithful; — not the birth of Moſes, though 

be was the mouth of Gop to Hfael, and their 
F pos out of Egypt; — not of Paul, though 
5 ineſtimable benefactor to the Gentile world. 
- Each of theſe ſand amongſt the Art of 
A oy men, yet was their birth unnoticed. by 
of „ fave the little eirgle of eye· witneſſes Sf 
the event. But when He bringeth his only 
begotten Son into the world, He faith, Let 


9 * * & 


if rhe an gels of Gov. worſhip Him. 
"RS Here 
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Here again every ting is prepaſtergus, if 
[2 Ong alb the angels were to worſhip, Was 
more infetior:to them in nature, than the maſt 
ſtupid peafant is ta Solomon in wiſdam. And 
with what truth could Gabriel call the infant 
Ixsus, the Lonp : or how could He he the 
obje& of divine adoration, at his birth, being 
nu more than à man like mn A an“ 


je: r Th. Ws Off hiſt 05 of © Ain 26 v8 - N 
urther RI ST, proyes 
He did 55 50 15 ate aſcribed to. G 
alone 3; 177 90 5 e bf his weſtengers, thous 
empow to wor miracles without number, 
ever 8 that He ſpoke of Himſelf i in terms, 
which it were blaſphemy for any but Gop to 
uſe chat the rays af divinity ſnone fordiy in 
bis Death; and that He did receive on ęarth. 
and ſtill receives in heaven, the worſſip due 
10 GO Can wor then he leis than the 
true G9? ATE N 2 10 thre any ga ig 
e y Pome he the winde oa : 

a8, as never exerciled 7 mere man. 
This $4 alledged. in the, Old Tel amen: - f 
decifine, prof, thar the Gon. of the Jews Was. 
the Almighty, —P/an Nax r. 849. O Lon 
op of Hoſts, ha is a ſtropg loan, like uns. 


to Thee ff Sr to * e ahout 
| Thee; ? 
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dr 
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** Theses Thou ruleſt the raging of the ſea; 
— the waves thereof ariſe, Thou ſtilleſt 

% them. Pſalm cvii. 255 26: For He com- 
4 mendeth, 'and ralſeth the ſtormy wind, 
which lifteth up the waves thereof: They 
„ mount up to the heaven, they ge down 
<< again/to' the depths; their ſoul” is fnelted 
e becauſe of trouble hey reel tha and fre; 5 
6% and ſtagger like a drunken man, and art 
at their wits end. Then they: ery unto the 


« Logp in their trouble, and He 
them out of their 


. the Tor a calm, fo that the” Waves 


e 


Ae baren 


; * 3 3 
oO & * 


; A more . 


i; 


dringeth 


diftrefies. | = 
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Te 


rure, without altering a fyllable, relic 4 fact, 

which'paſſed between Jesvs, and his diſciples. 
A violent ſtorm ariſes, the waves bf the ſea. 
are” lifted” up: His diſciples "are ready to 
perith,/ for the ſhip" was begining”! to fink. 
They call not upon che Father, but upon 
CurtsT; not to pray for their deliverance, 
but to ſave them Himſelf. He hears thelr 
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* rebuked the wind, He Laid Unto 


the 
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| thei the; .;* Peace, be Mill; —and. the ied 
Fo b dere was a great calm. Now 
iß uncontrolable dominion over the winds 


and waves, be in the Old Teſtament: a de- 
monſtration, that the Gon of the Jews was 


- the Almighty; the ſame uncontrolable do- 
minion, exerciſed by Cnxisv in the moſt god- 
- like manner, when invoked as alone able to 

ſave, muſt prove with equal force, that He is 


"the Almighty as one with the Father. * 


SCH EF * 


| Again; 5 We find . ſpreading our, the 
_ heavens alone, and treading upon the waves 
of the ſea, are joined together as equal acts 
of almighty power, peculiar to Gov. — Now 
turn to Mark vi. 49, There you read, that 
vhen the diſciples were © toiling in rowing (for 
the wind was , contrary to them) about the 
, fourth watch of the night, Jzs us cometh 
r unto them, walking on the ſea, and would 
« haye paſſed by them. But when they ſaw 


4 2 Him walking upon the ſea,” they ſuppoſed 


5 it. had been a ſpirit, and cried, out (for they 
wy .all fawHim,). and were troubled. And im- 


= mediately He talked with them.“ by which 


they muſt know who. it was. — After this He 
5. unto them, Be of good cheer, Byw ac, 


4 7] am He, be not d Here in the very 
eie 


22 1 Ii ; 


© exercife fan act, Aer ture to ap· 
© pertain” e G63 alone: He Calls Lliwfelf Jz- 
- HOVAHf; for I am He, mea n0 lefs, as ſhall 
 Preſetitly" be pr roved, td; ec 2987 byte 


#3 i 901TH 5 ths „ ar ALOE r Hon 

1 Should' it ou ſaid, no works wrought' by 

_ Canasy, can ever oblige us ta conclude He 

was the true Gov, becauſe Ne ſays, I can 

db nothing of myſelf; und prays to the 
Father, when He Tritt _ e 8 
K 1.1 O71 1155 


1 gw 3 ip bak — n — ** 
| without theſe declarations, for us to have be- 
lieved there is any diſtinction of perſons in 

the divine nature, as we are taught to do; 
or the ſubjection of CHRIS in his offices of 
Servant and Mediator, to which he: hum- 
bled himſelf, as the prophets foretold. Be- 


— 
* 


5 ing, therefore „very GOD, and very Man, 


in one CHRIST, He could not, conſiſt- 
entiy with his on character, but ſpeak at 
different times in a ſtyle proper tõ both. The 
church of CRRIST, therefore, can perfectly 
redconcile this apparent contradiction, and all 

_ paſſages in holy writ, which expreſs his infe- 
riority to the Father, and entire dependence 


| "ww Him: for this belongs to his chdrakder 
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as very Man and Mediator. — But-ypon.ſup- 
poſſtion, that;Curzsr is leſs chan very Gov, 

no vindication can be admitted for his ever 
7 — the ſtyle of Gop, when He ſpeaks af 
Himſelf. Wiſdom, goodneſs, modeſty, and 
truth, all require, that creatures fhauld, with 
a ſacred dread; abſtain Went . — | 
ing to confound themſelves 
But J= 8415 does the very n Hear! 
Him vindięate Himſclf, when accuſed of pol. 
luting the Sabbath: Hitherto the Father 


„ Wworketh, and I work.” See the ſign He 


gives, upon the Jews requiring one of Him, 
as his authority for driving the buyers and 
ſellers out of the temple. Deſtroy this tem- 


„ple, (pointing to his on body) and in 


« three days, I will raiſe it up. Hear Him 


foretelling the victory of his cross: And I, | 


« if I be lifted up, will draw al men unto 
"5 me, e 32. 8 r n 

But Wau all Nhe, Game 3 
a Himſelf JasHoyan, or, I am He. That 
this expreſſion ſignifies I hVY AN, cannat be 
doubted : — for it means ſelfseniſtence; and is 
very often led, to denote the ſupreme ma- 
jeſty of heaven and earth. Thus Deut. xxxii. 
9! ds See now that I, even I am He, and there 


0 
a « jg 
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is ng Gon ith me. Nſalm cii. 27. Thou 


<«. art the ſame, in Hebreu, Thon art Hei —» 


And this title is here given, immediately after 
the creation of heaven and earth has been 
aforibed to G op.) In Ja xli. 4. „ I the 
„ Lonn, with the: firſt anck with the laſt; | 


* Lam He. Many other paſſageb might be 


cited. But theſe ſufficiently prove, that the | 
Jes were taught from holy writ to under- 
ſtancl, that this grand appellation, I am He, 


txpreſũng neceflary exiſtence, belonged only 
to the Creator of all things. But this very 


appellation, Cn? Himſelf: aſſumes, as his 
own proper name. Diſcovering to the apoſ. 
tles the almoſt incredible treachery. of Fudar, 
in berraying Him, Theſe things tell yu, 


ſays He, & before it come to paſs; thut wien it 


eig comie to puſs, ye may believe: that is, 


from this inſtance of my omniſcience, that I 
m He. When the Jews were enraged at his 
aſſerting his own exiſtence before Abrabam, He 
enflames their riſing indignation- againſt Him- 
ſelf to the utmoſt height, by affirming, with 4 
kind of oath, his ſupreme Divinity.—“ Verity, 

«verily, I ſay unto you, before Abraham was, 5 
am, Vor, Tam He. A truth of ſack abſblute 
N to be received, that He tells his adver- 
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ſaries, ver. 24. If ye believe not that Ia 
* He, Je ſhall die i in your” fins . 2 . 
| - B41 3 ENG] ne 
ble 8 then ace In enki 
did, regarding -Jzsvs:only-as a man? They 
heard Him repeatedly affirm, .I am the Lux 
„ Gop. I ſolemnly aſſure you, I am He. 1 
again tell yon, that if you do not r 
”Y that Tam He, ye ſhall die in your 
Gop had given them a law againſt blaſphs- 
mers and falſe prophets,” commanding that 
they ſhould be put to death by ſtoning. Sup- 
- poling, therefore, JESUS was a mere man, 
it bg their bounden duty to one Him to denth 
for theſe ſayings, as we know chey often at 
tempted to do. And it is the bounden 
duty of thoſe, who arrogate to themſelves the 
title of rational Chriſtians, chiefly for agree- 
| ing wirh Jews in denying: the proper Divi- 
nity of Cugtsr, and, with Jews, brand his 
church as idolaters for worſhipping Him; it 
is their bounden duty, I ſay, if they believe 
Soy abhors idolatry, with them, to call Ixsus 
Aa ccurſed; when they read in his authentic 
5 hiſtory, that He takes to Himſelf the incom- 
| municable name of n as aner 


5 3 f blaſphemy, was /the. — | 
2 of his death. For “when the high prieſt aſked 


cc Him, 
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Klim, and ſaid. unto, Him, Art Thou the 
& Cunisr, the Son of the Bleſſed? | _Jzsvs 
« ſaid, 1am; "or, I am He: — and ye mall 
& "fre the Ws 'of *Man fitting on the right 
40 hand of power, and coming if in the clouds 
| « of heaven. Then the high prieſt fent his 
4 clothes, and faith, Ye have heard che blaſ- 
. phemy, what think ye? And they all con- 
F 2 Him to be galley of Qeath,” Mark 


> 2 


V. 53. — —— , IE A 2 22 
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bake; nom ſee how! 98 00 noun his 

<toſs, caſting barbarous inſults on Him in his 
agonies, and triumphing over Him in his fall. 
Behold his face, more marred than any man's, 
and his body ploughed up with long furrows, 
by the ſcourging He endured! Hear chat loud 
and bitter cry, as of one ſinking under inex- 
ible horrors of mind, My God, my 
* God why haſt Thou forſaken me Still 
the union of the divine and human nature 
neyer appeared more inconteſtable, than in 
the midſt of all this'ſhocking ſcene : for a 
ruffian, upon bis own' confeſſion deſerving the 
death he ſuffered, calls upon Jzsvs to remem- 
ber kim. He inſtantly receives from Him, 
an affurance of immediate everlaſting happi- 
neſs. n can deliver we! this manner, but 
Ia et f . GopD 
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Goo alone? Take of the yell, hien Ricles 
from the eye of ſenſe and unenliglrened f rea- 
ſon the tranſaction which, paſſed on the cbls, 
and you, will perceive, that Jisus appeared i in 
no inſtance of his life 0 glorious, as when He 
hung a ſpectacde to men and angels « on the ac- 
curſed tree. Then 42 his death deltroyed death, 
$ nd that had, the power, of it. As ; Moſes 


* 4&..4 


vas the Son of Man lifted up,” bound only 


hy the cords of love, for the healing of the 
nations. | is precious blood, which bathed 
Ris body, flowed < a fountain for all fin, and 
for all uncleanneſs; of which the growing 


virtue, and the growing praiſe, wee ee 
hi Bu OR heaven forst p. 


"Can e peneficent effects be EAT to 


the blood of a mere man? or can the death 
| of one innocent. creature be. the atonement for 


the ſins of innumerable myriads, and the eyer- 
laſting ſalvation of all who eſcape the wrath to 


comè ? Here the things conſtantly aſſerted in 


holy writ of the efficacy of CurisT's death, 
are beyond all proportion, without ſuppoſing | 


 _ the blood of Cuxisr, which purchaſed the 
. ee blood of Go. Fa fe 


Nor 
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„Nor during his. unexatmple 
* proofs of. his eternal Goc head w 
Above, below, on every SO whilt Heh hangs 
on the croſs, the whole f rame of nature Was 
violently diſturbed. _ "Darkneſs at 10 nom qa 


covers all the Wk three; h urs... The 


v 


* 1955 Wes _ 


oo 


ſun itſelf i is darkene not. by an Zniarpging 
planet, bur, by a irac le. Wes . 


and with. the veil of the temple, the rocks:are 


rent. What manner of proportion is there 


between ſuch awful and grand prodigies as 
Pale and the death of a mere innocent man: 
id ever martyred prophet or apoſtle, receive 


any degree of ſuch e in their, . — 
==] ? { he 


at the 1 only, but at the: — wo of 
your. Maker. In this. loud and terrifying 
manner, publiſh: the deteſtation due to the at: 
trocious deed: and when the Gop of nature 
Tuffers, let che whole inanimate, creation . 
dal its ſympathy with. Him. 5 


[3 aid 


Having been crucified 1 by che. Gora: ro | 


Phat for aſſerting his equality with the 
Father; after h his reſurrection, inſtead of ro- 


fuling, as as lac rilege, He openly receives the 
| | adoration 
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adoration due to Gob only. 14 bomas, upon 
heating Ixsus declare to Him all his thoughts, 
ant ſtub] born. unbelief of heart, concerning 
bis reſarre&tion, Jaid unto Him, My Lord, and 
my God! — At his aſcenſion, all his diſciples 
worſhip Him. Soon after Stephen js. ſtoned, 
tvoking, and Taying, * Lonkp Jesvs,, receive 
emmy" fpirir. And he kneeled down and 
$eficd with a loud | voice, Lozy, lay not this 
* 4 to their charge.“ Here a martyr . be- 
© holding the Wives opened, and Ixsus at 
©« the rig * hand of G0 b,“ prays t to Him 
_ for © hi two greateſt gifts which can, be 
eived,” the falvation of his own ſoul, and 

— pardon of the worſt murderers under 
3 Vet this very martyr, if Cunisr be 
not. by nature God, witli the F ather, dies in 

the very act of idolatry ; therefore, accordin g 
to expreſs ſcripture,” © can never enter into 
«the kingdom of heaven.” © This is but one 
amongſt a thouſand glaring abſurdities, which 
inevitably follow from” degrading the Savior 


into a mere man, ora creature. Keane s la ERS. 
4 | 


Y „ 
«© ww 


From this time, an 7 no wal” we find 
the churches" of CHRIST ' conſtantly ' diſtin- 
guiſhed by the very practice of the firſt mar- 
F. e _ on” 1855 name of the Lorp 


POTEN Ixsus. 


N * 
ME, bY + * bi 4% 


NE: 


Wy ME & 


the Old Teſtattlent Phraſe for worſhipping 


65 


Jef bas. And We upon "Gor, we kEbow, Ws. | 


Him! When more than fixty) years | had paſt | 


ed from his aſcenſion, St Fohn is favored? with 


a viſit from his beſt and deareſt friend. So, 


glorious \ V a8 the fight, that he fell at his FE, 


as dead.” « And He: laid his right hand u upon 


wh 


ce me, fa 1 e (obſerve He takes to 
19% 8 

Hine the 

4 firſt,” „ and d the laſt,” 7 am He that Axeth ;, and 

oy Was e and 135 Ti am. alive for cver- 

6 4 mare, Amen; and.! vet 


«2nd 193 death, E Rev. 1. MY And to. finiſh 


the whole, account, the. throne « of Gop and the 


Lamb are joined together, as receiving the 
everlaſting adoration of all the company of 


Pave. the, keys of . hell 


-yle « of the Supreme) © « ] am the | 


heaven. — 1 hus the Oracles of Gon deer 7 


down the, character of, Chasse to all 4865. 
But hoõ- contrary to every idea of ail 


goodneſs,” and propriety,” is this hiſtory of 
Cars*7 if He be fo mört than ©: a man, or a 


creature Why then at his birth is He called A 


the LORD? Why does He do the works of 


God in the manner of Gop? Why ſpeak the 


language Which appertains to Gop only? 


Why in his death receive atteſtation to his 


| innocence e from the whole inanimate creation ? 


Q Why 
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Why after his reſurrection receive worſhip as 
Gop from Thomas, from all his diſciples; from 
all the churches, from ſaints 1 angels in 
heaven? | 


80 interwoven is this PEAR” aokiole of the 


Chriſtian creed in the whole ſcheme of {crip- 
rural religion, that you demoliſh it all, as ſoon 
as you degrade Cnr1st into a mere man, or 


a creature. For immediately our natural co 
dition and character, ſinful and corrupt in — 


degree the ſcriptures deſcribe it, muſt be de- 


nied; our obligations to love, obey, and truſt 
Gov, muſt be diminiſhed exceedingly; our eſti- 


mate of the nature and demerit of ſin, of the 


divine diſpleaſure againſt it; of the perfec- 
tions of Gop, and the way in which eternal 
life is to be attained, muſt be totally different 
from what the church of CHRIS hath ever be- 
lieved: Immediately we mult ſee great reaſon 
to be offended at many things which CHRIS 
ſpoke, and many ſtrong paſſages in ſcripture, 
which nothing but the utmoſt violence of in- 


terpretation can pervert from teſtifying to his 


ſupreme Divinity. And if we are true to our 


principles, and men of thought, we ſhall very 


ſoon be involved in the utmoſt perplexity, to 
account for chis 0 of all myſteries, — — 
| PP ROW 


„ 

how the Chriſtian church, with the lies at 
the head of it, were all ſuffered to fall into ido- 
latry ;—to continue in the abominable worſhip 
of a mere man or creature, with the worſhip 
due to the ſupreme Gop.—This is a ſtrong ob- 
jection againſt the Revealer Himſelf: —and - 
will lead to a contempt of Chriſtianity, For 
what great good has it done? — Jews and 
Turks, not Chriſtians, are the true worſhip- 
pers, according to their ſcheme, who deny the 
Son. And the crime-of the Jews in calling 
Cuxlsr, if but a mere man, though a true 
prophet, accurſed; or of the Turks, in ſetting 
aſide his Goſpel, becauſe they think it exceed- 
ingly corrupted; is as nothing, compared to 
the univerſal idolatry of the Chriſtian Church 
in adoring CHRIST, as  Gop, over all, 
<< bleſſed forever.” For thoſe who thus wor- 
ſhip Him, muft be, in their eyes who deny 
Him to be very Gop, IAolaters. And they in 
ours, enemies to the croſs of CHRIST, blaſ- 
phemers of his adorable name, and ſubvert- 
ers of his holy Wr e 


80 fan, 8 is it from being, fas many 
moſt falſly aſſertꝭ a point of f peculation i in divi- 
nity, what we believe concerning the charac- 
ter and nature of CHRIST, that not one arti- 
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I 
cle in the whole compaſs of religion is of 
equal 1 importance. And if there be any one 


point of faith more characteriſtic of the Chriſ- 


jan church than another, it is THIS, that 
Ixsus CHRIST is the true Go, and eternal 


40 life. 7 


N II 3 XXVII. 
on contempt of Preeebing. 


gy E great utility of the Bapriſt's 99, 
try, predicted in this Prophecy, proves 
their miſtake, who undervalue the preaching 
of the Goſpel. For allowing both the miſſion 
and endowments of the Baptiſt and the Apoſ- 
tles were in ſeveral reſpects extraordinary, 
ſtill all. miniſters, whom CHRIST ſends, are, 
As. they were, J appointed to < give light to 
« them that ſit in darkneſs, and to turn the 
« hearts of the diſobedient to the wiſdom of 
« the juſt.” They are alſo furniſhed with 
qualifications for this office, and have aſſu- 


rance of ſucceſs, in ſome meaſure, as the Bap- 


tiſt and ee had in a tn a de- 


The 
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The proof of theſe aſſertions ſhould ani- 
mate every faithful paſtor with confident ex- 
pectation of ſaving the ſouls of men; and 
convince thoſe who diſparage this rngde of 
ſpreading divine knowledge, that ey greatly 
err, and offend Gop. | 


Al preachers, ſent by Cur 1sT, it was Gag | 


are appointed to the ſame kind of work, as 
the Baptiſt and Apoſtles were. Read the in- 


ſtitution of the miniſterial office. You muſt 


confeſs it to be one and the ſame in every 
age: for © when the Loxp aſcended up on 
e high, after leading our captivity captive,” 
He, to perpetuate the benefits of his glorious 
triumph, gave ſome apoſtles, ſome pro- 
<« phets, ſome evangeliſts, ſome paſtors and 


teachers, for the perfecting of the ſaints, 
<« for the work of the miniſtry, for the edify-- 


<« ing the body of CHRISTHů; till we all come in 
«© the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
„ of the Son of Gop, unto a perfect man; 
<«. unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the ful- 
<« neſs of CHRIST,“ Ephes. iv. | 


| To ſecure theſe grand purpoſes, the Chriſ- 
tian miniſtry was at firſt inſtituted; and, as the 
terms neceſſarily import, muſt be exerciſed, fo 


Q 3 long 


| 1 230. J 
long as CarisT has a church upon earth. 

But in this inſtitution, the extraordinary and 

ordinary officers of the church, are appointed 
to the very ſame ſpiritual employment. Nei- 
ther the ſplendid gifts peculiar to the apoſtles, 
prophets, and evangeliſts; nor their unequal- 
ed extent: of uſefulneſs, prevent a perfect equa- 
lity in this reſpect. They are all ſet apart to 
preach CHRIST, and call ſinners to repent- 
ance; that * they. may receive remiſſion of 
ce their fins, and an inheritance amongſt. them 
ce that are ſanctified, through faith which is 
c in Him :” for this is the work of the mi- 
niſtry. They are all ſet apart * for the per- 
fecking of the ſaints, by cementing them 
together in the unity of the faith. and for 
„the edifying the body of CHRIST; that is, 
promoting their obedience, and increaſing 

their comfort by more full diſcoveries of the 
en of Gon, till they enter into glory. 
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But on, the fuppabition, chat paſtors 1 
teachers whom CHRIST ſends, can ever ceaſe 
to be uſeful in this moſt beneficent manner, 
then his gift to his church muſt become of 
of no value. Then either the converſion of 
ſinners, and advancement of the faithful in 
en life, muſt enturely ceale, or be pro- 
duced 


1 „ _ 
Fee and maintained by other means than 
the Savior ordained for this purpoſe ; which 
would at once unpeach his veracity, and caſt 
contempt on his own appointment : a caſe 
which cannot be ſuppoſed, Conſequently the 
being, and well-being of the church, in all 
ages, muſt depend upon the inſtrumentality 
of chalk officers, whom the Lok D entruſts 
with the treaſure of his Goſpel, and makes 
rulers over his — to give them meat 
* due nen 6 


The origin, than of the Chriſtian 
preacher's office is divine, and its deſign moſt 
beneficent to men. Proper qualifications alſo, 
are always found in thoſe whom CRRIS puts 
Into this office. The inſpired epiſtles to T5- 
molly and Titus, ſpecify that knowledge and 
love of the truth; that facility to explain and 
prove it to others; that exemplary behavior, 
and ſanctity of character, which are indiſpen- 
ſably required in this holy profeſſion. Theſe 
qualifications are divine credentials, which 
viſibly diſtinguiſh the men whom the Loxp 
has been pleaſed to call, chooſe, and appoint 
to this office. Without theſe qualifications, 
preachers thruſt themſelves by human ordina- 
tion into the miniſtry to get bread, or from 


X 4 | vile 


C42 ] 
vile ambition to Sein benennen and power 
in the Hach 1 tte er £2 Ay 


From the Polten of theſe qualifications, 
common to all teachers whom CHRIST ſends, 
they muſt harmonize with the apoſtles in the 
unity of the faith. There can be no diſa- 
greement amongſt them in eſſentials; becauſe 
they are all taught of Gop, out of the ſame 
{cripture, to lay the ſame foundation, to build 
che ſame ſuperſtructure, to give the ſame ac- 
count of the fall, the redemption, the world, 
and the church. | 


Thus qualified, teachers whom CHRIST 
{ends muſt have ſeals to their miniſtry, and 
turn ſome to righteouſneſs: becauſe the Lorp, 
in honor of his truth, for encouragement of 
his ſervants, and in love to his people, has 
decreed this ſhall be the certain conſequence 
of preaching his word. In one paſſage, He 
compares its operation to the influence of 
ſnow and rain, © which come down from hea- 
« ven, and return not thither, but give leed 
<« to the ſower, and bread to the eater; de- 
claring, „ his word ſhall not return unto Him 
25 void, but ' ſhall accompiſh that which He 
+ pleaie, and proſper in the thing whereto 
& He ſent it.” But He ſends it wr the juſti- 
f fication, 


E 
fication, converſion, and everlaſting ſalvation 
of men: which He expreſſes under the follow- 
ing beautiful imagery. For ye” (by whom 
this word is received) * ſhall go out” (of your 
natural ſtate of guilt, condemnation, and ſla- 
very to ſin) „with joy, and be led forth“ (in 
the good ways of the LORD) “ with peace. 

* — Inſtead of the thorn,” (fit emblem of ſin- 
ners, altogether unprofitable) - ſhall come up 
the uſeful, ſtately fir- tree,“ {well repreſent- 
ing the excellent of the earth.! Inſtead of 
ce the brier,” (deſpicable men, vexing all 
about them, whoſe end is to be burnt) “ ſhall 
4 come up gy beautiful, ſweet- ſcented 
6c myrtle- tree,” (emblem of peaceful, amia- 
ble believers. © And it” (this divine trans- 
formation) << ſhall be to the Lox for a name, 
* and for an everlaſting ſign” (of the efficacy 
of his word preached) < which ſhall not be 
« cut off,” Vai. lv. 


2 An anbther paſſage, applicable to the tunes 
of the Goſpel, (for Jeremiah ſays, * what is 


<« there ſpoken, ſhall be conſidered in the lat- 


ter days,“) the Almighty accuſes falſe teach- 
ers of running before they are ſent; of prophe- 
ſying, before He had ſpoken' to them ; of 
telling dreams and lies, and cauſing the peo- 


ple 


— 
7 — 


. TS 


q—m— — — tt 
7 — — 


N 
[ 
4 
4 
| 
| 


[5 i ——— 


— 2 — War 


E 


Er a 4 


\ 
1 
** 
N 
[ 
| 
[ 
| 
| 
l 
| 


—— — Oo . es oy 2 —— 


A eG rp ent FL 


I 


We re rhe anys om ne or nome 2 


OY — — 


8 


— U IIINT_Y 


— — — — 


— 
SD . WT rebar 


ST FEW P 
ple to err. After this heavy charge, He 
points out he method they ſhould have taken 
to ſucceed :—*< Bur if they had ſtood in my 
«counſel, and had cauſed my people to hear 
« my words, then they ſhould have turned 
them from their evil ways, and from their 
ce evil doings, Let him that hath my word, 
<« ſpeak my word faithfully, What is the 
_<chaff to the wheat? Ts not my word like 
« as a fire, ſaith the Logp, and like a ham- 
& mer that Heeakerh me rock in pieces * 
11 n | Th 


3 can we wt concluding t theſs 
declarations, that ſome degree of ſucceſs muſt 
accompany the faithful preaching of Gop's 
word? Did not St Paul conclude thus, when 
He charged 7 imothy to take heed to himſelf, 
and to his doctrine; aſſuring him, that by iq 
doing, he ſhould fave himſelf, and thoſe that 
heard him ? Did he not conclude thus, when 
he determined to rejoice that CHRIST was 
preached, though it was from the baſeſt mo- 
tives, from envy, ſtrife, and malevolence 
againſt himſelf? No other reaſon can be given 
for this determination, than the certainty there 
is of ſucceſs in ſome degree, from preaching 
that name, which is above every name.” 


Should 


| ( 238 J | 
Should it be ſaid, that CHRIST Himſelf, 


ec ſtretched forth his hands all the day long 
* to a diſobedient and gainſaying people; 


that the apoſtles cried out, Who hath believ- 


ed our report? and to whom hath the arm of 


«© the Loxp been revealed?“ I grant they did. 


Yet how many thouſands were ſaved by their 


labors ? How many churches. were planted? 
The caſe is {till the ſame, Much good upon 


the whole is done by paſtors and teachers 


whom CarisT ſends, notwithſtanding the vaſt 
majority excuſe themſelves from receiving 
their doctrine, and either hate or deſpiſe it. 
Still, in the language of the parable which 
deſcribes this matter, the poor and the maim- 
ed, the halt and the blind, the outcaſts in' the 


highways and hedges ;” that is, many of the 


helpleſs, the afflicted, and the moſt guilty, will 
be brought in to feaſt at the ſupper. Faith- 


ful, ſcriptural repreſentations of our natural 


ſtate; of the qualities and deſert of ſin; of 
the perſon, ſufferings, love, and triumph of 


CnrrsT in the redemption of his church; of 


the grace, mercy and peace enjoyed through 
believing in his name, never fail of produc. 
ing, in ſome meaſure, an effect worthy of Gop, 
and becoming the publication of his own 

7 1945 word, 
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| „„ 
word; which He calls < the good ſeed, bring- 
ing forth good fruit; in ſome an hundred- 
fold, in ſome ſixty, in ſome thirty; the truth 
& that elites, and makes the ſoul free in- 


„ deed.” 


Reer faithful e therefore, of this 
word, ſhould be importunate with his Lox, 
to grant him to ſee it made the inſtrument more 
and more of turning men from the error of 
their way :;—ſhould boldly plead the divine in- 
ſtitution of his office, its beneficent deſign, his 
call to it, and the promiſe of ſucceſs, till the 
moſt Mighty girds his ſword upon his thigh, 
and rides on conquering in favor of. the word 
of truth, meckneſs, and righteouſneſs, What 
are inſatiable love of ſin, ſottiſh ignorance, 


pride, and unbelief, with all their viſible 


and inviſible abettors, before this rod of 
his power? The word of the truth of the Goſ- 
pel, we read of old, brought forth fruit in all 
the world. Has it Joſt its divine efficacy in a 
courſe of years? No more than the ſun its 
light or heat: „For his name ſhall endure 
« for ever; his name ſhall be continued as long 
sas the ſun; and men ſhall be bleſſed in Him,” 
who is the great ſubject of the Goſpel. 


How groundleſs then is the common plea 
uſed to diſparage the utility of preaching 


CHRIST : : 


„ 
CHRIST: — “ We know already as much as 
we can be told. Church prayers and reading 
the ſcriptures, are ſufficient. It ſignifies very 
little what is preached. We do our duty, 
when we worſhip GopD. The vulgar only 
need to be taught.” by 8 


Moſt abſurd and falſe! For the prayers of 
the Church are ſeldom uſed aright, or the 
{cripture underſtood, till faithful preaching 
has enlightened the mind. And the reaſon is 
plain: We are naturally averſe to come any 
further under the power of religion, than is 
conſiſtent with great indulgence to pride and 
ſelf-will. Hence we exalt cuſtomary forms 
of devotion in ſecret, regular attendance upon 
public worſhip, external and partial obedience, 
as ſufficient, and grow ſecure in the practice 
of theſe things. A zealous attack, therefore, 
upon this favorite error, from the miniſters of 
Cunlszr, is the way Gop generally is pleaſed 
to uſe for its detection and overthrow. Thus 
in the Jewiſh church, they had the Oracles, 

the Covenants, and the Service of Gop. Of 
theſe they made their boaſt, and from day to 
day attended upon the worſhip of Gop. But 
it was in hypocriſy, ignorance, and great wick- 


e that my worſhipped Ht, not © in 
e ſpirit 


3+ 
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* ſpirit and in truth.” With all the Wann 
tages for the knowledge of Go in their 
hands, and in the conſtant uſe of the means 
of grace, they were ſtill . ſitting in darkneſs, 
&< and the ſhadow of death. And: thoſe who 
received the light of life, did not receive it 
principally from reading the Scriptures, to 


which they had been accuſtomed from their 


childhood, nor to the temple- ſervice, which 
they had always attended; but to the Baptiſt's 
miniſtry. His alarming. denunciations of the 
wrath to come, againit all who, truſted in 


themſelves as righteous ; his full and glorious 


teſtimony to the Lamb of Gop; diſpelled the 
miſts and darkneſs, which till then had co- 


vered their minds: though he ſpoke only what 


Maſes, che Nau and che Prophets contained. 


The very ſame inſtrument, namely, fairhful 
preaching of his word, God. is pleaſed, (as ap- 
pears. from hiſtory, and matter of fact paſſing 
before our eyes,) to make uſe of in every age, 
when * He gives knowledge of ſalvation to 
& his people.” Faithful preaching manifeſts 
the difference between nominal and real Chrif. 
tians ; — between barren aſſent to ſeripture- 
. eee and the faith of Gop's Elect; — be- 
tween exzernal obedience, and ſpiritual life ;— 

| | between. 
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between honoring CHRIST with all his titles, 
from mere mndence of education, and cleav- 
ing to Him from real want and knowledge of 
his 8 
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Deſpiſe not Ko ten * is emi- 


nently the channel by which Gop has choſen 


to convey! his Grace to the children of men. 
Do not fancy liberal education, learning, ho- 
neſty, or the practice of devotion, fer you 


above reaping much advantage For yout ſoul, 


from paſtors; whom Cn 1s ba really called, 
qualified, and ſent into his vineyard. Con- 
ſider that from the beginning, it was his man; 
ner to ſend his diſciples before Him, whither: 


ſoever he Himſelf wovld come; and his com- 


mand to all, ho long for the ſalvation of men, 


is," to pray the Land of the harveſt, to ſend | 


« forth laborers into the harveſt. Remember 
the Ethiopia eunuch, with all his' piety, un- 
derſtood not the ſcriptute he was ſo devoutly 
reading, nor the way of life, till Pbilip was 
ſent to preach Cn iS unto him: nor Corne- 
Jus, till Pete, told him e words, whereby he 
* 13 be ſa ved. How could the excellent 
adyantages which faithful preaching produces 
be rendered more conſpicuous, or greater ho- 
nor be put upon the office? 
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On the Connexion between Chrifieng Dettrine 


6 and: Grd Parkin 1 
Tu eus WY Teaekbibiej — 
full of the peculiar principles of Chriſ- 
tianity, proves it is a great miſtake to preſs the 
practice of good Works in nglect of Chriſtian 
doctrine. Yet how many 'zealouſly. contend; 
that men ſhould--oxly be taught to be ſober; 
peaceable, and kind in their families; tod 
« juſtice,” love mercy,“ and attend upon thè 
worſhip of: Gop, believing the Chriſtian reli- 
gion is from heaven. But the ſcripture-doc- 
trine of innate depravity infecting every man, 
and of the Law concluding all under fin; 
which are the ground-work of Redemption; 
the glory of the Redeemer's perſon, work; 
and ſalvation; Juſtification by faith in his 
name; the new Covenant and Oath of GOD; 
the witneſs and influence of the holy Ghoſt 
and « the. knowledge of ſalvation by the Wb. 
« miſſion, of fins.” —Theſe things, they ſup- 
poſe, . are far above common comptehenfian; ; 

53 for 


FLEE 
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for "which teaſon they 'ought- not to be the 


toples of inſtruction from the pulpit.” The 


beft ſervice you can do to men, 1786 6051 


only on Pla and proviical fſatjetts, s 


15 eats wk & 4 att EDO Abs þ 6.24 
This miſtake. has been long afſerted with 
the greateſt confidetce, and much too eaſily 


1 chen doch then _ o be paſſed 
over in ſilence, as above the level of common 
underſtandings, the, -moſt, 3 important part. of 
the 17 5 muſt be {3 Neth little 2 The 


—— are 


t el — to — with x, particular atten- 


tion z which Crupis7. and, his apoſtles repeat 


from the prophets, containing what can be 
known only by expreſs. revelation. from Go. 
Honored with, this high diſtinction are the 
Chriſtian doctrines. For inſtance, that the 
woman ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent” s 


« ſeed of the 


<< head; that the child born to us, is the 
10 mighty Go; the deliverer of his peo- 
« ple; the propitiation for ſin; the alone 
mediator between Gop and man; a great 

* and 
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«and; merciful. high, prieſt, 25 * 
. qudee;”:.in and, through. whom, all, who 
unteignedly truſt. in Him, ſhall, be Javed, 5 
all who deſpiſe Him ſhall periſh . 


great things, have the higheſt mark of dif. 
tinction pùt upon them trol male them pro- 
ject: to our notice above the reſt of ſcripturei; 
for they are proclaimed with the utmoſt ſo- 
lemnity, and awfully introduced, or con- 
cluded, with © Thus faith, the LORD. of 
« Hoſts ; The zeal of the EoRB bf Hofts will 
In; perform this.“ They are repeated from 
the prophets,” by Chatsr and his apoſtles, 
and the greateſt ſtreſs is laid upon Tec iving 
them! But if no formal proof, explanation, 
or recommendation of theſe grear truths are 
to be" offered; if the prater of Untverfal 
righteouſneſs only muſt be urged, all-import? 
ant as they are, they will very ſoon” be de- 
ſpiſed, or at leaſt forgotten. For to what 
ue will any man ſuppoſe” they Lan ſerve, if 
rheir cettainty, importance, or Practical in! 

fluence are never prefled upon the cbnflienet 
by them, whoſe office it is to do it? \ Thele 
doctrines have no Place narutflly* In our 
minds, nor are they deducible from our own 
RENTS: ſince” 225 ring only from the 
r Fe” AY "counſel 
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coinif6)idfeG ob. By the eotiſtaiv!emMoit 
of them, therefore, on the one hand, and'ton- 
ſtant urging the practice of good worles only 
on tlie other; who can avoid coneluding, 
that good works may be well produced, in- 
dependent of Chriſtian doctrine, and are fu. 
ficient t falvation; that the ior part of 
Chriſtianity is only worthy of eſteem and all 
in the New Teſtament, as well as the Old. 
reſpecting CHRIS Himſelf, (his example 
excepted) may be paſſed over in ſilencey with- 
out offence to Gon, or detriment to man? 
Thus the moſt important part of ewes os writ 
is made to eee e een 3 ago 


* * 
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-i-\Fhis vi neglect oy Chain defines? 
ſo, diſhonorable to the Bible, directly contra- 
dicts the judgment of CHRIST and his apoſ- 
tles. Had all the Savior” s ſermohs- been” like 
that on the mount, it might have been pre- 
rended with ſome plauſibility, that the whole 
deſign of the Goſpel Revelation was to make 
men goad,  without- regard to faith in any 
particular doctrines. But how] very different 
from. any thing contained in "that divine diſ- 
courſe,” are many of his dictates? Does He 
not plainly teach the univerſal ruin of man- 
1 nll. in the fall, when He ſays, * „„The Son 
K 2 "of 


f 264 J 
«of man is come ta ſeek and to fave chat 
„ which was loſt, and to give his life a ran- 
« ſom. for many! Does he not mark our 
innate depravity, in the ſtrongeſt lines, by 
ſpecifying the manifold iniquities which pro- 
eeed out of the heart, as ſtreams from their 
fauntaim head, and defile the man? Does He 

not twice, with a kind of oath, aſſert the ab- 


| ſohme+ neceſſity-of our being born again of 


the Spirit, becauſe in our firſt and natural 
ſtate, we are all borm after the: fleſh 2: Does 
He not with the moſt folemn aſſeveration de- 
elare, there is no life or ſalvation, without 


ceeating his fleſh, or drinking his blond cm 


paring Himſelf no leſs than fix times in one 
chapter to che manna, which was the whole 
meme Tracts in the wiki Job vi. 


EH e INTL Hb 37 Wis $11 PF ah HS 


os Mandan Som: very Singh in the Gaſpe os 
St John is delivered on plain practical ſubjects, 
compared with what is there taught concern 
ing CR 1ST, his work, and ſalvation. Great 
part of that brief hiſtory, is taken up in diſ- 
playing his glory, as the Lamb of Gon, 
that taketh away the ſin of the world; the 
* bread of Gop, that came down from hea- 
« yer;— the light of the world; the Way, 
« 0 Frm, and the life; OY ward that 


4 yas 
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va in the beginning with Gos, and was 


«:Gob —the good ſhepherd, that giveth his 
. life forthe ſheep,” and preſerves | [oe from 


in ſpite of all their foes. py ny: * 


lg ire? N 2 
Ton asus glimp& of theſs iblime: the 
is ſeen in thoſe parts of ſeripture, which are 
only deſigned to inculcate mora? prathict, vhen 
we meet with aſſertions of them, — 


be intended to teach us ſomething very differ- 


ent from it, even wok ara neem 9/7 
Glico | Thr IH} 
4040148: © Riener "1.08 . 
If the. 3 when 3 His, . 
when. it mas improper, for ſeveral reaſons," tq 
ſpeak too explicitly about the nature and ei- 
ficacy of his .own death, reſurrection, and 
aſcenſion, did yet by no means omit teaching, 
much more than moral righteouſneſs, no one 
can neglect theſe his ſayings, without re- 
proaching Him as a ſolemn trifler, for reveal 
ing things unneceſſary to be known, and con- 
demning that method of religious ROI 
ian He, in infinite dme nn 


1 the Heat of Conner: Was ſer up 
after his aſcenſion, the apoſtles inſiſt alſo much 
more on the doctrines of faith, than. on the 


Practice of good works. They perpetually 


R 3 teach, 


k 846 J 
e 2 5% was Exalted. to be a 


Iince, an 


rinc A, Moth to give repentance 
4 ad remiſſion of 1 that there is ſalya- 
< tion in no other; + at through this man 
ce js preached the forgiveneſs of ſins, and by 
Him all that believe are juſtiſied from all 
4 + things, from which they could not be juſ- 
<< zified by the law of Maſes. What are the 
45 H Abe holy. Apoſtles, more chan an ageount 
of their travels from one city and country to 
another, to preach the kingdom of God, and 
the things which concern the Lord Ixsus 
CnRlsr, with the effects their teſtimony Pro- 
duced; ſubjects certainly very different from 
juſtice, mercy, or the love of God, though the 
appointed means of weer men inte the prac- 
rice of thoſe graces. The inſpired Epiſtles 
addreſſed 'to men wins already believed the 
articles of the Chriſtian faith, are almoſt every 
one ef them written on the fame plan! They 
open with a grand, affecting account of the 


eſſential doctrines and bieffings of the Goſ- 
pel; from whence, towards the concluſion, 


devotedneſs of heart to Gop, purity of man- 
ners, and the moſt exemplary obedience are 
preſſed, not only as becoming their Chriſtian 
profeſſion, but as fruits neceſſary to prove a 
real u union wich Cunisr. I'd» long epiſtle 


to 


I. 2 ] 

th ehe Rowan, and thatits the Hebrews; isa: 
'of divinity” relating to CHARTS and 

e church,” witk an. application; of Me whole 
th'Praftice, Every one by opening his Bible 
may {ec thele- things forchimfelf.''0-! ris lw 
61 FOH J sul 1 ar e ahne Ion 
I obſerve further, 9 doctrines are 
not only often taught by CHAIS, but at full 
length explained and eſtablimed by his apoſ- 
tles, and their excellent influence is expreſsly 
affirmed. Were they above common comprẽè- 
Henfion; or of a ſpeculativs nature, could the 

glory of delivering men from condemnation, 
and from ſlavery to ſin, be aſeribed to them? 
Yet to them this glory is aſeribed, hen our 
Loxp affirms, „The truth ſhall make you 

free; and when He: prays for his diſciples, 
666 Fürher; ſanctify them by thy truth; thy 
e word is truth. Would He Himſelf ſay, 
into the poor the Goſpel is -preathed ,”* or 
St James, that 4 Gor hath choſen the poor, 
rich in faith; or St Paul, that & the things 
<«.which are deſpiſed, and are not,“ (mean- 
ing the ſlaves who were bought and ſold like 
cattle) „ hath GOoD cheſen, that CHRTS 
might be made of Him wiſdom; righteoufe 
* eſs, ſanctification, and redemption” - x0 
chem, 2 Would theſe things be aſſertea if 
MOM | the 
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the peculiar doctrines of the Goſpel were 


above ommon comprehenſion ? They muſt. 
then work like a charm, and the loweſt, of 
the people become rich towards Gon, and 


wiſe, and holy, and be received into glory, 


without underſtanding the things preached to 


en a the means of their lenken“ 4 4 


8 To Waere! ki 96; the uſefulneſs of 


theſe doctrines, an expreſs command is add- 


ed, to tgacb them conſtantly, which alone is 
ſufficient to decide the point, and ought to 
be well eonſidered by them, whoſe falſe, raſh 


zeal for good works, hurries them into a 
eriminal neglect of Chriſtian principles. St 
Paul charges Titus to declare with all autho- 
rity, that it is © the Grace of Gon which bring- 


eth. ſaluation, (not the law of works, which 
„faith, He that doeth theſe things, ſhall live 
by them) hath appeared unto all men, 
<« teaching them to deny ungodlineſs . and 
« worldly, luſts, and to live ſoberly, righ- 
e teouſly, and godly in this preſent world.” 
He again charges Titus, to affirm conſtantly the 
total corruption of human nature; free juſtifi- 
cation through the kindneſs and love of GO 
eur Savior; regeneration, and renewing of the 


holy Ghoſt; in order hut n they who have be. 


be lieved 


— 
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lere in Geb; mightibe caeful: en man- 


4 tain good Works, calling theſe * 
e good and profitable unto men +7, 


Hine * ie 17 Tis 1 i ars N * Mie. 


The mere bund ar lestprute warde narbben Mühe 
abuſed to oppoſe their reah meaning. This Has: hap- 
pened remarkably in the text before us. Many urge 
it, with the utmaſt. confidence, as a command to dwell 
on the prattice of good works, When, in fact, the text 
is a charge to all Chriſtian miniſters, o inſiſt on man's 
wretched ſtate before faith in Cantsr, and the rich 
mercy pf Gov through Him, for juſtification, regenera- 


tion, and eternal life. The inſpired Apoſtle firſt af. 


firms the truth and certainty of theſe things, by calling 
the whole of this doctrine, a faithful word. He then 
aſſerts their excellent influence, as the reaſon why they 
muſt be taught tonflarth : 54 That they who: have be- 
« lieved in Gon, might be careful to maintain good 


6, works.” Here the conjunction u, plainly proves, 


that good works are produced! by the conftant teaching 
of cheſe doctrines, not that preſſing good works, ſhould: 
be the conſtant ſubject of Chriſtian teaching. To con- 
firm this ſenſe of the paſſage, the authority of great 
critics agrees with the context. Eraſmus! renders 57 
verſe, Fidus-ſerme, et de lat volo, ut confirmes, quo 
& follicits/ fort, ut bonis operibus preſint.· Junius 69 Tre re 
mellius, ( Fidus eſt ſermo, et in his volo, ut ita quoque 
& confirmes eos, ut ſolliciti ſint ad faciendum bona opera.“ 
Schoetgdhius i in Paſorem, ** wa proprie ngtat cauſam finalem.“ 
And the French verſions render this conjunction by a, 
fin que, Indeed the context will agree with no other 
ſenſe. :. — to give 6 the: n 
a theſe 
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But how falſe is all this, if they are above 
common comprehenſion?” if a life acceptable 
to our Maker, can be ſupported without theit 
aid; or if only preſſing upon men the neceſſity 
of moral practice, be the moſt mem "way 
ane | mapa works ?>" Yes! ee tg Domus 


#4 + , «1 8 
144 4 4 


Added to thi wile of: epa the fil ; 
ment of CHRIST, "of his apoſtles, and an ex- 
preſs; command to preacht theſe doctrines, all who 
neglect them in zeal for preſſing moral prae- 
tice, are chargeable with defeating one grand 
and of the Chriſtian e which Is, to ex- 


5 eh „ pound 


theſe es which! Tits was charged to arm con- 
ſtantly, are ſaid “ to be good and profitable unto men.” 
Now to underſtand good works by theſe things, not the 
doctrines beforenamed, will make the ſenſe extremely 
flat, and the aſſertion abſolutely needleſs: for whoever' 
doubted whether good works were good and profitable 
« unto men? But that theſe doctrines are fo}! the 
world hath in all ages vehemently denied, and r- 
proached them as moſt unfriendly to virtuous prattice,” 
A divine declaration, therefore; in their favour, Was 
highly neceſſary. Beſides, the 'oppoſition” between doc- 
trines . good and profitable unto men, and vain and 
fooliſh queſtions, with the command to rejeft heretics, 
in the context,” proves the inſpired Apoſtle is ſpeaking 
of thoſe doctrines only, which are highly inſtrumental 


in promoting Can practice, and not of Chriſtian 
practice itſelf, 
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pound the ſckiptule O ür büufineſs is to co 
#7. the — ſcattered through 
the ſacred volumè, in order to prove more fully 
the-capital-rruths of the Chriſtian faith, and 
throw:a light and beauty upon many other. 

wiſe obſcure parts, till the ſcripture itſelf be⸗ 
comes a book of great inftru@ion, fipport; 
bonſolation and delight to the People. On 
che Chriſtian dectrines all the 'other parts of 
ſoripture Have dependance; and a connecten 
with them as an exemplifitatio of their truth; 
ſo that they ſerve,” when underſtood, as a key 
to explain che 2h Which relate 8 to ſpiritual 
life and godlineſs. But no lectures which 
confine our attention to the practice of moral 
righteouſneſs only, can afford the leaſt help 
to underſtand thoſe ſcripture paſſages, whic 
want explanation.” ' On the contrary, men will 
learn to contract from this method a. diſibe 
to the Bible, for "ſpeaking iv emphatically a 
language quite oppoſite to the ſufficiency of 
good works,” which they Hear conſtantly &x- 
tolled. When all ſhare in the grand buſineſs 
of juſtifying a ſinner before God is taken 
from works, and the whole glory aſcribed to 
CunIs F; when ſupreme love of Him, even 
re Ne our "life for Yor mom is ee with 


all 


* 


"* - F234 
- * ' J * 8 


| 
[| 
| 
| 
| 
q 


mn 
all authority under penalty of being ac 


urſed and deſtroyed for ever, if we do not 
us love Him. And when ſo. much ſtrefy 
laid upon faith in Him as the radical grace, 
0 m which alone all goodneſs can grow; 
theſe ſcriptures. muſt be heard with jealouſy 


and great offence, after we have long been 


told, the ſtreſs of our ſalvation is to be laid 


en our orm goodneſs, independent of any affec- 
tion to a crucified Redeemer. At beſt, all 


ſcriptures of this import, muſt appear ſtrange 


and unintelligible. And when good works 
are thus laid as the ground of our hope to- 

wards Gop, the nature and defert of ſin can 
not be ſeen or believed, as the ſcripture rey 
preſents them both; becauſe in this caſe, the 
beſt works we can perform, are of no more 
weight againſt our guilt, than the genteel ad- 
dreſs of an aſſaſſin, is to atone for his atro» 
cious crimes. But ſlight thoughts of fin muſt 


cauſe, the ſcripture to appear greatly excep- 
tionable ; in denouncing the penalty of death 


_ asthe wages of every tranſgreſſion; — in the judg 


ent already executed upon offenders, which 
It records, and the tremendous doom reſerved 


| for them in the eternal world. Theſe things 


will ever appear contrary to our ideas of good- 


i ms and j es till we have greatly humbled 


ourſelves 


3 113 | 

ourſe Hs before Gov, as creatures Sacre 
ingly guilty; which never will be effected by 
— the, worth of our own duties. 


„ 4 


After ſtrong prejudices, therefore, againſt ſe 
veral parts of ſcripture on theſe accounts, have 


brooded ſome time in our minds, the natural 


relief for perſons ſo diſguſted with the book, 


is to liſten to, and cheriſn objections againſt its 


divine authority, till they become covert, if not 
avowed infidels: for it is an eaſy and natural 
tranſition, from violent diſguſt againſt the 
book, to wiſh it was an impoſition, and. then 
io treat it as one. 80 injurious to divine re- 


— — 


yelation, in the concluſion; is a raſh zeal for 


preſſing the practice of a works in neg· 


=. of Chriſtian doctrine. vis, 2 3006 8 


"It is no leſs injurious to the very cauſe it 
means to ſerve: for the peculiar doctrines 
which CR Is r and his re taught,” and 
all ſucceeding paſtors are charged to main- 
tain, have this honor put upon them, be 
cauſe the evidence of their truth is found 
in the neceſfities of our natural condition, 
and are moſt affecting to every individuar, 
@s ſoon as be comes to the knowledge of himſelf, 

whether he - hath received the improvements 
of education, or cannot tell one letter from 

another. 
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another. A brief review, of the principal 
doftrines. of CurIST, vill prope: this. Pt 7 


What object can you 3 — men, 


more likely to impreſs them, than an immer- 
tal ſpirit in a ſtate of ruin ? * Fooliſh, dif- 


5 obedient, deceived, ſerving divers luſts and 
2 pleaſures, living in malice and envy,” and 
on account of ſuch depravity, become hateful 
even to the wiſe and good Gon. Yet the to 
of this depravity, is manifeſt in the purpoſe; 


tempers, purſuits, and pleaſures of men int all 


ſtations, and of every age, till they are re- 
newed in the ſpirit of their mind. Conſe- 
quently this black indictment, faithfully 
drawn up. and proved by two infallible wits 
neſſes, ſcripture and matter of fact, Will, (as 


far as argument can,) excite men earneſtly to 


Teck deliverance from a condition. ſo infamous 
and guilty it will work upon them, either 
to turn away in a rage, from the faithful glaſs, 
which, ſhews them their own features; or to 
humble themſelves i in a full confeſſion of. all 


their miſery, before Gop, with ene deſire 
bi Wale in newneſs of life. OE 


» v4 be > 2 


Again; What argument ſo lep to affect 
Ne” giddy and the gay, the rich and bigh- 
BOTS 7: N ded 
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nenne even them to ſerious cony 


| RE OP for breaking a law. ab, 
moſt benevolent intention, of conſummate 
excellence, enacted by higheſt authority; the 
penalty for Which tranſgreſſion 1 is, and ought 
to be extrem ely great, even the curſe of 
Gov. : The nature and end of law, in every 
nation under, heaven, and the known condi, 
tion of all capital offenders convicted by it, 
Join: aid with ſcripture- doctrine, to help our 
dull conceptions of the conſequences of our 
ſin. In which caſe one, as well as another, 
can perceive, that due care ought to be taken 
to demonſtrate, it is not from flight thoughts 
of ſin, that Gop receives any of us to mefey; ; 
due. care that his. Juſtice and purity ſhould 
be fully manifeſted. in the puniſnment of ſim, 
leſt the favor of forgiveneſs ſhould be deemeil 
a little matter, and wantonly abuſed. But 
FOE this obvious conſideration, ſalvation by 
Cur1sT alone is calculated to ſtrike che ee 
as the wiſdom and mon of GO. 


With 5 alſo to the perſon. be? Gunter 


and his office, what circumſtance is there, 


* the people cannot Wee 2 When 
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the prophet faith, Behold” your Gop mall 
„come with vengeance, even Gob with a 
25 recompence, He fhatt come ind fave you; 
all who are weak and fearful of heart, leſt 
60. they ſhould be loſt,” (hom theſe words 
addreſs) will clearly perceiye the ſuitable. 
neſs, the great value of che promiſe, and long 
for its accompliſhment. And when the Sx 
vior is called Light of the world, Prince of 
peace, Emmanuel,” the found i is Joyful, the 
condeſcenſion amazing, and the benefit it 
encourages us to expect, moſt. welcome to 
every one who defires Peace” and communion 
with Gov. a; nn, th 


Above all, he ame: connd: 1 eh of d as 
Bible, be eternal redemption of | the” Church, 
is formed from our very conſtitution to ſtrike 
us, as foon as it is propoſed” and believed, 
above every other argument. Even an enor. 
mous offender dying under the hands of jul- 
tice, is a Powerful preacher againſt his own 
_ crimes, to a thouſand ſpectators. His end 
will draw attention from young and old, 
rich and poor, who would ſleep over every 
-exhortation ro obey the laws, without ſuch an 
example of Juſtice befote their eyes. The 
death of an innocent man, of a martyr, is {till 

more 


ab 


more intereſting. But a father, affected a 4 


David was for his rebellious. Abſalom-; and 


not only willing to give up his own life a 


* 


ſubſtitute for his abandoned offspring, but 
actually expiring a ſacrifice for them, ex- 


cites the tendereſt emotions the heart can 5 


feel. —We ſhould even be reproached as 
wanting in humanity itſelf, did we not paſ- 


ſionately admire ſuch a character. From theſe 1 


inſtances, judge what muſt be the impreſſion, 
when the Maker of all things ſaith, Lo, I 
come; (a body haſt thou Prepared me,) to 
66 dic for the ungodly, for ſinners, for ene- 


* 
3 


&« mies.“ When this fact is believed and | 


realized to the mind; love, and adoration, 


and zeal to pleaſe ſuch, an unparalleled bene-, 
factor, ſprings up swwa. Lawgiver higher than 
the heavens, purging away ſin by the ſacrifice 


_ of Himſelf, that his people might be ſaved, 1 


and the law Frye no Aiſhopar ®, 1 


eee NG 


ee be e in the life of Lycurgus, 
Prince of Sparta, proves what ſtrong impreſſions, fuf- 


ferings endured for our benefit naturally make upon us. 


When Lycurgus attempted to bring about an equal divi- 


fion of the Spartan lands, the very firſt propoſal met 


with bo violent n from the men of property, £ 
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The rich bleſſings alſo which are purchaſed 
by this bleeding oblation on the croſs, with 
the godlike manner of their conveyance, are 
formed to win the heart. Forgiveneſs of fins, 
peace with Gop, free acceſs to Him, as his 
adopted children; a new creation of mind 
after his image; the pleaſures of a holy life ; 
hope abounding in the midſt of trials; vic- 
tory over death; a reſurrection of the body 
- glory; the ſight of Gop as He is, and the 
eternal enjoyment of Him in heaven. All 
theſe bleſſings, offered without money, and 
eee n to Digs one 1 thirkketh for 
„ nen - falvarion, 


«bp a fray — 1 in which 1 8 loſt one of his 
ces. The people, ftbuck with the þ fight of the blood of their 
Amira lauter , ſized the offender, one Altander by 
name; and rg Bim up to be punifhed at diſcretion: 
curgus, with the greateſt generoſity, freely forgave 
him: for which Alcander inſtantly admired and loved 
im; became his warmeſt friend, and greateſt advo- 
cate with the men of Property, who b 1 h his * 
6 

If the loſs. of one adn! of the 8 only, in 
a noble contention for! the welfare of the republic, 
| _ wrought thus, powerfully, on the people, and on. At- 
' cander himſe lf, when ſongiven his oſfence, We are not to 
Wonder at that ſaying, * And J, if I be Vfted up, rel 
Arai all en unto m. It was ſpoken from a thorough” 
! 1 Kemnoledge of human nature, ho leſs than. the irreverſi- 
ble purpoſe of his own mind, 


1 2391 
falvation, however deeply he may have plunged 
himſelf in guilt, are glad tidings, exrorting 
that exclamation, Lokp, what is man! that 

e thou ſo regardeſt him? Theſe things are 
calculated to put all the powers of the ſoul 
into motion, becauſe they are em Wd, 

8 intereſting, and deſirable, eee ue 
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© Bur ſhould e no ſpars of: ek 
in our breaſt, to kindle at ſuch an object as 
a compaſſionate, dying; crucified Redeemer, 
and the unſearchable riches of his grace; 
ſhould nothing but fear and terror be able to 
awaken and alarm; what will you name equal 
to the ſecond appearance of this rejected, de- 
| ſpiſed, injured Lamb of Gop, as it was * 
fented in viſion to his beloved diſciple? 
I ſaw,“ he ſays; a great white Sata, 
e and Him that ſat on it; before whoſe face 
1 che earth and the heaven fled away, and | 
there was no place found for them. And 
<« I ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, ſtand be- 
„ fore Gop; and the books were opened. 
e and another book was opened, which is 
* the book of life; and the dead were judged 
_ < out of thoſe things which were written in 
... tte books, according to their works. And 
1 2 the ſea, gave up the dead which were in it 
S 2 32 0 Rn 
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and death and hell delivered up the dead 
„ which were in them; and they were judged 
9 1 man . to their works,” 
Fee XX. + | 7. r 


2 4a Joni the ad 5 a e pr] 
e the intemperate gratifications of corrupt 
« men, their 1 impure indulgences, the ruin 
of the innocence, peace, and uſefulneſs of © 
« thoſe whom they have made ſubſervient to 
“ their pleaſure, ambition, and avarice, ſhall 
«be recalled to their rrmembrance; ſhall 
cc appear in all their dreadful irc n | 
is.» h aggravation, and receive from the Judge 
<«. the due recompence of divine vengeance. 
«Then neither titles of honor, poſſeſſions, 
« family connections, nor any advantages 
«they can here boaſt, ſhall avail in the leaſt 
e to ward off the ſentence of the impartial 
« Judge, or ſhelter them from the ſtroke of 
that almighty arm, which ſhall be lifted up 
00 againſt chem. hen the eternal conſequences 
« of divine anger ſhall purſue their crimes: 
« The Redeemer Himſelf ſhall: pronounce 
ce them accurſed. Heaven ſhall' reject, and 
4 for ever cloſe its gates againſt them. The7 
ſhall be forſaken of Gobp, ſhunned by his 
60 Holy angels, avoid by all the wiſe, the 
ce « religious, 


La 
2 
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oF religious, the recoyered part of mankind, as 
« contagion itſelf, and marked out as veſſels 
1 of wrath, endured with much long- ſuffer- 
<« ing, and fitted for deſtruction. Then that 
faith, piety and virtue, which they wickedly 
* deſpiſed, ſhall appear to be the only diſ- 
c tinctions of mankind, which Gov: regards, 
cc and the ſole qualifications for eternal hap- 
e pineſs. Ihen the followers of CHRIST, in 
ce all the excellencies of the Chriſtian life and 
« character, ſhall be owned as the only genuine 
ec children of wiſdom; ſhall obtain the ap- 
<«- probation of heaven and earth, and be ac- 
«counted worthy through the all- powerful 
« merits and interceſſion of CHRIST, to ob- 

<« tain n life __ glory. 225 Pans 


* can be no ter Win Wende if 
we really mean to promote the practice of good 
works, than to omit, or but ſlightly mention 
ſuch ſubjects as theſe, in order to lecture upon 
ſome ſingle duty, recommending it as amiable 
and excellent, or painting the conduct oppoſite 
to it, as baſe and hurtful. Theſe ſubjecte, either 
to gain attention, or rouſe the ſoul to action, 
compared with the Fall, the Redemption, the 
Eternal Judgment, are weak as the ſound of 
a whiſper to the trump of Gop. 


8 This 


AY 
This miſtake is injurious alfo to the prac- 
tice of good works in another way, although 
it expreſſes ſo much zeal for them. The 
chief hindrance to a good life, is pride 
of heart, which ſets us above regarding the 
known dictates of any ſuperior, and the af- 
fectionate counfel even of our beſt friend; 
whilſt it leads us extravagantly to over. rate 
the leaſt degree of obedience we find ourſelves 
inclined to pay; and renders us moſt of all 


averſe to confeſs our deferts, and our debt to 


Gop for his metcies. From men it makes 
us expect much, and ready to take offence if 


it is not paid us to the full meaſure of what 


we imagine to be our due. Wherefore, till 
this inbred worſt diſtemper of the mind is 
ſubdued, there can be ub ſucceſs in preſſing the 
obſervance of duty. But in order to put men 
out of conceit with themſelves, the moſt ef- 
fectual way is not to prove the reaſonableneſs, 
gxcellency, or neceſſity of good works, or the 
iniquity of this or that particular vice. This 
will have little effect in compariſon of a direct 
attack upon human pride, by ftrong prodfs 
from ſcripture and matter of fact, that fo far 
from having any reaſon to think well of our- 


ſelves, every individual, till renewed in the 


ſpirit of his mind, is a defpiſer of the autho- 
rity 
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rity and excellency of Gop; a vile ingrate 
towards Him; an oppoſer of his goyernment z. 
— conſequently a compound of qualities ſo 
odious, that no one upon earth was ever aban- 
doned enough to ſpeak a word in their de- 
fence, It is all this heavy charge of guilt 
and depravity, brought home to the conſcience, 
not ſome particular M e of diſobedience, 
which confounds the pride, or fires the reſens- 
ment of ſinners, — which. Es them to 
contradict and blaſpheme the ſcripture- doc- 
trine, or ſtops their mouth, exciting in them 
earneſt prayer for deliverapice from ſuch a 
ſtate of wickedneſs. Only keep out of fight 
the whole. of our vileneſs, and we can eaſily 
bear reproach of conſcience for being guilty 
in many things: but when this is proved to 
our conviction, there can be no peace an we 
Oy Chriftians altogether. e 


a od 


Further; By dwelling only on plain, pid. | 
tical ſubjects, we neceſſurily confine mens 
attention to particular duties, inſtead of lay- 
ing before them the ſpiritual Law of Gop, 
and i its demands 5 by which omiſſion, ag 
complageney 3 is flattered in thoſe who obſerve 
the fingle duty we preſs upon them, or are 
free from the Particular vice we condemn! ; 
| | . e and 


E 1 
and thus flaves to fin of every gengpinsBon, 
find in turn ſomething to make them eaſy, or 
give them pleaſure. Prove the neceſſity of 
temperance and chaſtity, many of a vile co- 
-vetous ſpirit, will think themſelves ſufficiently 
virtuous, becauſe they are neither drunken 
nor lewd. Dwell on the neceſſity of juſtice 
and integrity in all our dealings, many of the 
'vain and proud, of the intemperate or de- 
bauched, will bleſs . themſelyes, that they are 
very honeſt men. Expoſe faſhionable vices, 
"thoſe who have eſcaped them through mere 
prudence, not any ſenſe of duty to Gop, will 
conclude their ſtate is ſafe and good, Ex- 
hort to the diligent practice of devotion, and 
proud paſts will truſt ſtill more in a 
round of religious duties, and deſpiſe others. 
In ſhort, al will retain their original good 
opinion of themſelves, becauſe, though con- 
demned in ſome reſpects, their neighbors are 
ſo too; no one lives without faults, and they, 


as well as others, have af virtues . 
1 N | But 


7% deer "OE has heard 5 Him, 1 malls no 
| other uſe of the Whole Duty of Man, than to point 
e the faults of his neighbors, by affixing their_names 


in the margin, oppoſite to the vice the author con- 


demns. This is done much oftener in the heart, than 
is commonly ſuppoſed, when particular branches of 
duty are enlarged on, without ſome check upon our 
natural pirit of ſelf-preference, 
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But no room is left for this fate conclu- 
ſion ; nothing to feed vanity of mind; on ac- 
count of freedom from this or that particular 
vice, or the practice of this or that vittue, 
when Chriſtian doctrines are urged to enforce 
5 good works. Since from theſe doctrines it. 
is a truth indiſputable, that in our firſt eſtate 
we are all vile and loſt, all concluded under 
ſin; and are delivered out of it (if indeed de- 
livered) * not by works of righteouſneſs 
« which we have done,” but by mere mercy, 
through the atonement and righteouſneſs of 
Gop. our Savior ; and after deliverance from 
it, can never ſay with truth, we-are accepted 
for aur own goodneſs. Self-complaceney, 
therefore, the great hindrance to proficiency 
in-obedience, is .mortified by theſe conſidera- 
tions. to the laſt hour of life, even in the midſt 
of the moſt active 2zcal to honor Gop, and 
7 manifeſt good-will to all men. | 


- 


Should it be ſaid, Cite may 1 be 
taken, ſo to preſs obedience without partia- 
lity, and without hypocriſy, as to prevent 
every abuſe, and all ſelf-exaltation. — I an- 
ſwer, if Chriſtian doctrines be omitted, one 
capital defect muſt ſtill remain, which will al- 
ways prevent ſucceſs; becauſe no proof of the 
excellency or neceſſity of good works, inde- 
pendent 


rr — — 
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| pendent of Chriſtian principles, however 
guarded, can give men the encouragement they ; 
need, or direct them how to obtain power to 
do their duty. Little indeed is known of our 


condition, by thoſe who think we want to be 
told, our life and practice ought to be very 
different from what it is. Supreme love to 


Gop, and good behavior to every one, all 
allow is our bounden duty. But unbelief, 
pride, ſelf- love, defire of gain, preferment, 
and diſtinction; love of praiſe, with the ſtrong 
impulſe of ſenſual appetites, make this con- 


feſſion affect us very lightly, and prove an 


effectual obſtruction in the way of our duty. 
Hence the contrary fpirit, to that of love 
either to So or man, hath 2 the human 
Faves; at from nc sace that it is — 5 but 
from want of a determined will to cleave to 
that which is good. Find out a way, there- 
fore, to dethrone theſe tyrant-paſſions, good 


works will follow of courſe. . << When thou 


« haſt ſet my heart at liberty, I will run the 
« way of thy commandments.” On the con- 
trary, to preſs the neceſſny of moral practice, 


without firſt giving plain and full directions 


how to maſter theſe grand impediments to well- 


is no better than beg dur ſentence 


of condemnation. What we all want, is power + 


to ſurmount the difficulties we have to con- 
tend with, and aſſurance of its vouchſafe- 
ment; not taten for granted, but eſtabliſhed 
upon ſtrong foundations, ſufficient to remove 
natural diſtruſt, and painful doubts about 
this matter. Was not fuch aſſurance abſo-— 
warly neff to ſecure the e of n 


— 


een and final verily aver and e 
ſo often, ſo ſolemnly to the faithful? Why 


is there any thing more in the Bible chan a 
clear definition of our duty, and revelation of 
a future ſtate of rewards and puniſnment ? 
But no fuch aſſurance of power, ariſes from 
the ſtrongeſt proof of the excellency or neceſ- 
ſity of good works. Till the Chriſtian doc- 
trine of the ſucceſs of faith in CHRIST, his 
love, the power of the holy Ghoſt, and the 
engagements of the new Covenant, are proved; 
explained, and applied; the rule of duty, ex- 
cellent as it is, will not be found practicable 
by us. To the command of Gov, there muſt 
de added his kind exhortations, and endear- 
ing promiſes, We muſt be aſſured, . He 
9 e ene to the faint, and to them that 
% have 
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have no might, He increaſeth ſtrength : 
is nigh unto all them that call upon Him, 
e and will fulfil the deſire of them that fear . 
« Him.” An advocate for ſinners muſt, be 
ſet before us in ſuch a captivating point of 
view, as the apoſtle deſcribes him to the 
church, to inſpire hope, that our petitions 
will certainly proſper : Seeing then w2 
«have a great high prieſt, that is paſſe;] int 
«the heavens, 'Jzsus, the Son of Gop ; let 


«ns hold faſt our profeſſion. For we have 
not an high prieſt which cannot be touched 


„ with a feeling of our infirmities z but Was 


. in all points tempted like as we are, ver 
without ſin. Let us, therefore, come Sol 
sto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 


< mercy, and find grace to help in time of 


nerd; Heb. IV. 


+ 


z 5 +4 theſe 8 and motives are 
preſſed, not only is ſupport given to the weak, 
and comfort to the dejected ; but every worker 


of iniquity is ſelf- condemned, and left abſo- 
lutely without excuſe, for not calling on the 


ſame Lokp over all, who is rich in. mercy 
& to all that call on him: for whoſoever call- 
« eth on the name of. the ORD: {hall be 
6  laved.” . | 

al Such 
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E proclamations of help and power 7 
above, are not only neceſſary for all, as motives 
and arguments to abound in the practice of 
good works, but more evidently ſill in their 
caſe? who have been long acciſtomed to do 
evil, and made (henne tenfold more the 
children of hell, than they were before. z Per- - 
ſons of this black character, oftener than is 
commonly ſuppoſed, deſpair - of ever being 0 
better. Their long: indulged paſſions, ſtronger -- 
than iron fetters, bind them in the houſe of 5 
their priſon. They are falling victims to love 
of liquor, or vile lewdneſs, though temporal | 
ruin and death ſtare them in the face. Led 
captive, and borne down by impetuous pal: 
fions, in vain withſtood in their own ſtrength, 
how 1 tradeſmen lie and defraud; the poor 
ſteal and pilfer; the covetous —— 4 the Paſ- 
ſionate quarrel, and men in general vex and de- 
vour one another ! Out of this multitude ſome 
are recovered: their life, their mind is changed, | 


But this marvellous transformation is always 


brought abaut in a way which clearly proves, 
that much more than the knowledge of our 
duty, is neceſſary to make us perform it, 


Such converts to CHRIST and righteouſneſs, 
1 
| are 


** 
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are firſt henvy laden with their fins, and- 10 
grievouſiy feel their own inability to caſt 
away their tranſgrefſions, that they cry unto 
the Lozp day and night for mercy and for 
power. Their ſtate is drawn to the life in 
thoſe remarkable words : „When the poor 
I and needy ſeck for water, and there is none, 
and their tongue faileth for thirſt, Then 
the LoR D fark, I will hear them, I the 
. Gop of Jfraet will not forſake hr Le. 


. 17. 


From hence we may account for a very 
ſurpriſing fact; I mean, that ſome of the moſt 
Profligate on earth, during great part of their 
lives, far exceed iterwards in the excel- 
leney of their practice, and the good example 
1 ſet, even many who have ſerved the Lon p 
ffom their youth up. © The reaſon is,” their 
own helpleſsneſs and miſery have been more 
chkeply! felt; their prayers for deliverance, and 


dme ſuitable return for ſuch mercy, more fer- 
vent and perſevering ; their ſalvation is aſto- 


| niſhing to themſelves, and their ſenfibility of 
that adorable grace, OE e 
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his change, evident in the maſt extraordi- 
nary converts through every age of the church, 
fully proves, that the moſt. elfectual Way, to 
Promote good works, 1s. not only r Prin- 
_ cipally to ſhow they are excellent or neceſ- 
ſary; but on the contrary, to fix candic- 
tion, on the unbelieving and impenitent, that 
they are... as. wicked. and, baſe, as the word 
of Gop.: affirms them to be; as much need his 
power to help them, and importunate prayer 
2 it, as the ſeripture teaches; and may be 
abſolutely certain, that when they implore 
pardon and ſtrength, in and through Cutzs7, 
they. ſhall be ſaved. The very worſt of men 
in this way, and in no other, have been con- 


verted, made wiſe, and juſt, and good, and 


holy; - whilſt the moſt decent and regular, 
by denying. their own weakneſs and guilt; 
"by Ow they needed no deep humilia- 
tion for ſin, or, cleanſing in the fountain 
d for it, go on till death, ſelf-exalced; 
unchanged, unforgiven. In one caſe, we fe; 
in the ſtrongeſt light, excellent fruit from 
: deep conviction of finfulneſs and helpleſsneſs: 
in the other, a fair exterior, and regular de- 
portment, prove the greateſt hindrance to 
Wo NOI YARNS: in 1 Cnnr 15 to real 
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prayer, and abounding in every good work, 


In both the truth of feripture appears, that 
«© pkibE always goes before deſtruction;“ and 
before honor i in the ght of Gov, humlliry,., 


41230 


. ies this netze 'of- Chriſtian doctrines, 
pregnant with ſo many evils, has been Juftly 
condemned and cenfured, the general reply 
from thoſe who allow they are intelligible” by 
the poor, is, that we ought in charity to take 
it for granted theſe doctrines are known and 
believed; and for this reaſon. there 18 no 
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occaſion to reach them conftanth. 


| 4 4 3, 115 
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„What! abb it Pl granted; 9 the evi- 
dence of our. ſenſes, and daily obſervation ? 
Tale it for granted, when the very means of 
Chtiſtian inſtruction are fo notoriouſly neg- 


lected, and even deſpiſed? Do the poor know 


anch believer any of the Articles of tlie Chriſ- 
tian Creed, when almoſt without exception 
they plead their condition in excuſe for the 


groſſeſt ignorance, with no leſs confidence, 


than if Gop had declared, He would uw 
the plea ?: Do men engroſſed in following 


their trade, their farms, and their merchan- 


dize, underſtand and believe theſe doctrines, 
without the leaſt application to their Bible, 


Or 


k 233 J 
Bible, er fervent prayers or feeling! Kathe 
infinite importance of things ſpiritual and 
unſeen? Can ſchoolmeſters, 11 religiouffy 


diſpoſed themſelves, do mare in general than 


bear their ſcholars repeat the Catehiſm hy 
rote, which may be done in perfect ignarance 


tian religion the ſcience which Wand are 
"_ n in any degree to regard Dat r 


"Vaicks, cherefore, the Pulpir is — — 
conſtantiy to ſupply, the guilty neglect of 
the vaſt multitudes of parents ignorant and 
profane. in educating, their children, and the 


— — defects of - ſobdols, and colleges, 


it ſeems 2 poſlible, { humanly: 8 
that we ſhould be more than nominal Chriſ⸗ 


tians; ſo far frem diſcerning the-excellebcy 
and end ef the faith and hepe of che G opel, 


as not even to know what they enn; be 


perfectly ſatisfied with ourſelves if we do no 
harm; and think we are Chriſt ans. t0 all 
intents and e if e are but good 
n RAA at DU 
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Let us now ſum up 75 . 3 evilefiags | 


which have been proved natural conſequences 
of dwelling, on the Practice * good works, 
T 


in 


6 
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in neglect of Chriſtian doctrines. It makes 


the moſt important part of the Bible appear 
of little uſe; contradicts the judgment of 
Cunisr and his Apoſtles ; and their expreſs 
command to teach theſe ſacred truths. It 
defeats one great end of the Chriſtian miniſ- 
try, which is, to expound the ſcripture; leads 
men into ſuch unſeriptural notions, as makes 
them firſt to diſlike, and at laſt reject the Bible. 

tr keeps out of ſight the moſt efficacious mo- 
tives to abound in gdod works ; gratifies 
pride, excites to odiotis comparifons, afid paſ- 
ſes over in ſilence thoſe" beneficent proclama- 
tions of help and power from above, without 
which no man is ere to walk air e 
ONT Te © BP: fda: Wh 
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In Wander to this * T ene 
e will reply, —not leſs evil, as hiſtory at- 
nually on Grace, the precious promiſes, and Co: 
venant, the righteouſneſs and merits of CuRIST, 
and other comfortable doctrines. Have they 
not created in wicked men a deteſtable pre- 
ſumption of being ſaved? Have they not 
been ſo taught, as to inſpire even a contempt 
for good works, and make every ſocial virtue 


2 


ro 


2 1 


2 em a low attainment ; and earneſt ſeeking 


b | 
to kerp the commandments, à thing deroga- 
tory to the glory of free grace, by which vr 
are accepted in the Beloved? What e can 118 


more Fernen than Ye effects 5 18 


adi is granted, one extreme is 00-h Jo 
than! the other, It is. granted. moral -prac- 
tice muſt be urged, and inſiſted on with all 
authority, in its proper place and connection, 


no leſs than the articles of faith. Nothing 


but Antinomian phrenzy ever can: lead men 
to be ſny of allowing, of earneſtiy contending 
for this. But the i important point of differ- 


ence between the world and the church 1 2 * 


Cunisr, hies in the means which are to be 
uſed to ſecure the practice of good works, 
and their value when performed. Pagan 
philoſophers, mere moraliſts, and thoſe WhO 
think with them, will have the fruit without 


the tree; good practice wirhout Chriſtian 
principles, from mere reſolution of mind; 


from approbation of virtue, and determined 
purpoſe to atrain futtire happineſs." The 


univerſal church hath always taught, that 


knowledge of CuRIs T, love of his namè, and 
the power of the holy Ghoſt, are previouſſy 
requiſite, before we can lead Chriſtian life; 
Saut theſe things muſt be proved, explained, 

applied 
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applied, a8 · moſt Foray 99 5 win over r che 


late the whole" man according. to his will. 
On this foundation, the wh I building, « of 
* Chriſtian graces is to riſe, to the comfort of 
the believer; the benefit of all in connection 
with him, and the glory of Gop. The ſacred 
Oracles teach us, knowledge muſt 89 before 
faith; —conviction of impending ruin for fin, 
and deliverance from it, before ſuprem e 10 
to Cuklsr, without which nen can be no 
| humble univerſal obedience, or works 
| vell-leaſing ”n the * 17 God. 2 101 
From tleſe teſtimoni ies the bon 
cannot. be invalidated, chat the great eſſen- 
tial doctrines which miniſters are conſtantly. 
to teach muſt be the Lery ſame as were 
taught by . the, Apoſtles: themſelves, under 
che immediate inſpiration of the Spirit f 
truth, when they firſt publiſhed the Goſpel 
to the world, and laid the foundation of the 
Chriſtian church; not ſuch as moral philo · 
ſophers, or thoſe who think with them, inſiſt 
on, to the great 1 ay mt _ 
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